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' BANDS WANTED!! 
Local & Touring (All Types Of Music) 
Booking: (909) 449-5305 
Email: SecondAveAlehouse@ Yahoo.com 
BORDERS !'!Get Paid To Play!! 
tee edeaes 4 EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT! 
3 : LN 
y Performers wishing to be considered for nominations should send their music, ‘eS hask i College Night t. j o) 
together with a photo, bio and $25 to OCMA at: 12534 Valley View Street, #114, zs \ Live Boxing Matches 
Garden Grove, CA 92845. Awards will be given in many different musical genres. All es : : 
submission will be rated by a listening panel of Orange County music industry pro- ees ae $3.50 Pitchers & 50 Cent Beers = 
fessionals, including writers from the Times, Register, Weekly, Mean Street, LIVE. Also Fri Feb 22 i 
representatives from. House of Blues, Galaxy, Chain Reaction, Cool Radio, KOCE TV, SG SRM Los Creepers, Dan Edwards Trio, 
Borders, as well as label reps, managers and others. The Twisters, & Hell Bound Hayr ide 
Sat Feb 23 — ADHD, AC 63 & 
Triple Word Score (From Vancouver) 


Deadline for submissions is February 28. Nominations will be announced the second week 
of March. The awards who will feature many live performances, celebrity presenters and 
an after party headlined by amajor OC band. For more info call or visitthe web. 
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Holidays In The Sun 2002 
February 4 

This year it is set to run from July 
19th to the 21st. The new venue 
this year is the Blackpool Winter 
Gardens in the UK. Here's a par- 
tial list of already confirmed 
bands : The Dead Kennedys 
(sans Jello, of course), 
Exploited, Dickies, Peter & The 
Test Tube Babies, UK Subs, 
and a ton more, check the web- 
page. Check out 
HolidaysinTheSun.Com. 
There's also going to be a HITS 
in Dublin May 17-19, Belgrade 
June 14-16, New Jersey Sept 6- 
8, Tokyo Oct 11-13, and Berlin 
later in the year. 


Finch Takes Flight Soon 
February 4 

Drive-Thru Records is putting a 
stop to all the rumor mongering 
going around and wants every- 
one to know that Finch's new 
album, “What It !s To Burn,” will 
absolutely, positively hit stores 
everywhere on March 12th. As 
an added bonus for the early 
birds, the first 15,000 copies of 
the record will include the demo 
version of the title track to boot. 


They're AUD and Yen-wise too! 

February 4 

Pennywise is leavin’ on a jet 
plane this March to make them- 
selves part of this year's 
Australian Warped Tour for it's 
run of about 8 dates. Then, 
when all is said and done in the 
land down under they'll hop on 
over to Japan to make up the 
dates they were forced to cancel 
back in September. 


BYO Celebrates Their 20th 
Anniversary With An Exciting 
Signing! 

February 4 


BYO Records has signed” 


Richmond VA's god-foresaken- 
son's of Rock and Roll, Sixer. 
After two releases on TKO 
Records and various compila- 
tion appearances, Sixer is slated 
to enter the studio in February 
and March for a mid-May 
release. 


Greg Graffin Is Hitting The 
Books 

February 4 

from mtv.com: Greg Graffin, who 
has a master’s degree in geolo- 
gy from UCLA and is working on 
a Ph.D. in evolutionary biology 
at Cornell, said he plans to 
record another solo album dur- 
ing breaks from Bad Religion 
and writing his book on evolution 
and religion as part of his Ph.D. 
work. 


Nothing But The Tooth 

February 4 

The much speculated Tooth and 
Nail Records are ready to kick 
off with a brand new website on 
February of 2002. In addition to 
their robust 2002 release lineup 


of bands, the Seattle based 
label plans to release goodies 
like albums from Poor Old Lu, 


Project 86, Mortal (T&N's 
newest band), Element 101, a 
Starflyer 59 EP, a OC 


Supertones live album, and 
Songs From The Penalty Box 
Vol.5 


Audio Karate's Adventure In 
Space 

February 4 

Kung Fu Records newest band 
has a lot in store for 2002. Audio 
K has a new website and has 
info on their album “Space 
Camp." The album comes out 
on May 14th. On a side note, 
thee band sang a jingle of a 
Chips Ahoy commercial with 
Josh Freese on the drums. It will 
be posted soon on their site. 


This is what happens when the 
TRL tour bus slams into the 
Warped tour bus... 

February 1 

Below is the actual list of bands 
that are going to be on the Punk 
Goes Pop comp. Also, the 
release date on this CD is April 
2nd 2002. In no particular 
order:” 

Check out the list below. This 
comp should be... interesting, to 
say the least. Rufio - Like a 
Prayer(Madonna), The Starting 
Line - Im Real(J.lo feat Ja Rule), 
Thrice - Send Me An Angel(Real 
Life), Stretch Arm Strong - Get 
this Party Started(Pink), Reach 
The Sky - Sometimes(Britney 
Spears), Yellowcard . 
Everywhere(Michelle Branch). 


Iron Cross to record new album, 
tour 

February 1 

Recoil Entertainment is proud to 
announce that it has signed 
hardcore punk legends Iron 
Cross to management. When 
building a list of the most influ- 
ential bands in American punk 
rock and hardcore, no list is 
complete without Iron. Cross, 
who first left their mark on the 
genre as part of the explosion of 
excellent bands in the 
harDCcore scene of the very 
early 80s. Look for a new record 
this summer on GMM. 


Wanna Win The Entire BYO 
Records Catalog? 

February 1 

Make sure to check out BYO 
Records website February 1st to 
see their newly re-desgined 
site.This month, BYO Records 
(Better Youth Organization) cel- 
ebrates it's 20th anniversary. 
Punkbands.com and BYO 
Records are proud to celebrate 
that fact by giving away HUGE 
prizes! 


Decision Overtuned For 
Cruiserweight 

February 1 

First of all, Fearless Records 
has a new look on their website. 
On there, it says that the label 
will not sign Cruiserweight due 
to some technical difficulties. 
There is also a PS that says 
“Bands should not act like rock 
stars before they actually are.” 
Ouch! 


| Want My Records! 

February 1 

My Records, owned by 
Lagwagon and Bad Astronaut 
singer Joey Cape, is coming out 
with a few releases for early 
2002. The ever-delayed compi- 
lation Happy Meals Vol.3 will 
come out on February 25th. 
Armchair Martian's newest 
released dubbed "Who Wants 
To Play Bass” comes out March 
12th. And finally, Bad Astronaut 
is going through mixing and art- 
work but their anticipated effort 
“Houston, We've Got A Drinking 
Problem" comes out around 


April. 


Bad Religion On Top 

January 31 

Bad Religion's new album, “The 
Process of Belief" debuted last 
week at number one on the 
Billboard Independent Albums 
Chart. It also managed to chart a 
hefty number forty-nine on the 
Billboard 200 sales chart. 


All Girl Summer Fun Band set to 
release K debut 

January 31 

The debut album by K Records’ 
All Gin Summer Fun Band about 
to hit the streets, though you can 
order it now from Kpunk.com. If 
you've never heard this band, 
think underground bubblegum 
banana-bike themes set to a 
primitive guitar and drum 
thythm. You're quaking at the 
very thought, truly. Check out 
their website at www.agsfb.com 
and click on "Music Box", you 
can see a nifty film of the All Gir 
Summer Fun Band recording 
this album at Dub Narcotic stu- 
dio. 


U.S. Bombs Update 

anuary 31 

The U.S. Bombs are in the 
process of writing a new record, 
titled "U.S. Bombs Attack." No 
word on when it will be recorded 
or released, Also, The U.S. 
Bombs are no longer on the 
Punks vs. Psychos tour! Any fur- 
ther news about this line-up will 
be posted as soon as it comes to 
light. 


Confirmed Warped Tour 2002 


agazine.com 






Bands 
January 31 
This sum- 
mer 's 
Warped Tour 
is starting to come more into 
focus with various media outlets 
posting articles and bands 
announcing touring plans for the 
summer. The unconfirmed line- 
up so far: Bad Religion, NOFX, 
Mighty Mighty Bosstones, New 
Found Glory, Lagwagon, MxPx, 
Good Charlotte, Flogging Molly, 
No Use For A Name, Ozma, 
Reel Big Fish, Hot Water Music, 
Alkaline Trio, Something 
Corporate, Allister, Finch, Home 
Grown, The Movielife, The 
Staring Line, Rx Bandits, The 
Casualties, Thursday, 
Guttermouth, Useless |.D. and 
Dynamite Boy. 





Don't Avoid This One Thing! 
January 31 

Avoid One Thing (headed by 
Joe Gittleman of The 
Bosstones) will be joining up 
with H2O for a few shows in 
Florida. Their debut album will 
be in stores on April 9th. The 
Boston all-star band features 
Joe Gittleman, Paul Delano 
(Darkbuster, Mung), Amy Griffin 
(Raging Teens) & Dave Karcich 
(Pilfers, Spring Heeled Jack). 
You can check out Soundstation 
samples at sideonedummy.com 


Samiam Done? 

January 31 

Although it was speculated, in 
an interview conducted with 
Mark from River City High (all 
the way back in Nov) he 
revealed that Samiam is indeed 
broken up. The interview took a 
while to put up, but it is now 
there and you can read it by 
going to www.abhor.org. 


GC Records News 

January 30 

Be on the lookout for a new ben- 
efit comp out soon on GC 
Records. 50% of the proceeds 
to .go to Revolutionary 
Association Of Afghan Women, 
featuring (among others): 

ESL, Youth Brigade, 
Chumbawamba, Randy, Jello 
Biafra, Pinhead Circus.....and 
more. keep up to date on con- 
firmed bands at 
www.gcrecords.com/benefit.htm 
|, to be released no later than 
May 2002!! 
Evergreen _—‘ Terrace 
w/Eulogy 

January 30 

In the latest signing spree 
extravaganza, Eulogy Records 
has signed Jacksonville's 
Christian hardcore/punk band 
Evergreen Terrace. The label 
will be releasing a new full 
length for them in Fall 2002. 
Look for ET on the road in the 
meantime. 


signs 


Nerve Agents RIP 

January 30 

While still "unofficial," Last Night, 
Eric Ozenne confirmed on the 
Nerve Agents Message Board 
that the Hellcat band was break- 
ing up. Punk Rock, Hardcore, 
and underground music as a 
should remember these mani- 
acs, because they revived the 
80s punk rock sound in their 
music, 


Ten Foot Pole Back In Business 
January 30 

According to their recent 
newsletter and their website, 
tenfootpole.com, the guys sent 
out a 4 song demo tape to vari- 
ous labels and wilt soon hope to 
get a response, And on more 
good news they put up an Mp3 
demo on their website called 
"Plastic." 


Unity Squad Records News 
January 30 : 

New record out now by long time 
Beach Punk veterans “The 
Crowd" Cd available now, and a 
limited press of 500 LP's coming 
next month, all hand numbered 
1-100 volumes 1-5. Each 100 
has a different hand stenciled 
cover with a different color of 
vinyl! Coming in a few months 
will be a new 12" Picture disc 
from everyone's favorite New- 
Wave-Punkers from the north- 
west. 


Blanks 77 Disband After 7+ 
Years 

January 29 

It's official, according to their site 
anyway. BLANKS 77 have bro- 
ken up. Their long time label, 
Radical Records has started 
compiling a live audio and video 
documentary of the Blanks 
throughout their 7+ year history 
of touring and releasing albums. 
The DVD/Video will have sin- 
gles, B-sides, unreleased songs 
and punk rock rarities as a trib- 
ute to the band's history. Anyone 
with footage of Blanks 77 is 
requested to contact Lisa@radi- 
calrecords.com. 


Crowd Deterrent's Debut CD 
Out Today 

January 29 

Youngstown Hardcore favorites 
Crowd Deterrent will be releas- 
ing their much anticipated debut 
full length on Back ta Basics 
Records on Tuesday, January 
29th. The album, entitled "Blood 
& Family," has 11 songs and 
was produced by NYHC legend 
Don Fury (Snapcase, Agnostic 
Front, H20). 


Comments On Tooth And Nail 
Story 

January 29 

Our friend Kai over at wasteof- 
mind.de writes: "I just read the 
news about Tooth and Nail and 
EMI. Some days ago | got the 
news thatthe Further seems 
Forever album “The moon is 
Down" which is on Tooth and 
Nail in the US, will be released 
April in Germany thru EMI. 
Seems that the source is right”. 
Also, Punktastic.com have spo- 
ken to Steve from Further 
Seems Forever who are on T&N 
and he said that EMI have 
bought out 50% of the firm. 
Details are sketchy but is seems 
that previous owner and founder 
of T&N Brandon Ebel will remain 
on as CEO", 


A Message From Lars 

January 29 

Lars Frederiksen of Rancid and 
the Bastards posted a handwrit- 
ten message on Rancid’s web 
page. He gives an update on his 
back injury and talks about the 
Punks Vs. Psychos tour that the 
Bastards had to drop out of. 


Also, the Rancid / NOFX tour will 
take place at the end of April 
with about ten shows. 
Afterwards NOFX is expected to 
further tour in the summer and 
Rancid will enter the studio for 
their next album 
(punknews.org). 


Hot Water In The Studio 
January 29 

From Jason Black of Hot Water 
comes this update conceming 
what the band has been up to, 
and some upcoming shows. 
“We're now 8 songs deep into 
writing for the new record and 
really happy with what we're 
coming up with so far. As it 
stands now, the first appearance 
of any of the new stuff will be on 
the Punk-O-Rama 7 comp this 
summer. The record is set to 
come out—barring any complica- 
tions--on October 22. Other 
than that, we're still trying to lay 
as low as possible." Peace, 
Black 


More Unity Tour Dates 

January 29 

As you already know TSOL is 
scheduled to headline the Unity 
Fest tour across the United — 
States. Also appearing on the 
Unity Fest line up are, Agnostic 
Front, The Casualties, and Rise 
Against. The tour is growing 
daily. And will most likely be 
coming either through your 
town, or pretty damn close. 
Check out the tour page for 
more dates. 


Snow Rocking Tour 

January 29 

All Systems Go had to cancel 
their appearance at the Snow 
Rocking Tour in february, but 
with Adhesive from Sweden the 
replacement is already con- 
firmed. The Snow Rocking Tour 
trys to bring some good music 
near all the snowboarding spots 
in the alpes in Europe with 
Satanic Surfers, Buming Heads 
and Adhesive playing. Check out 
http:/Awww.snowrocking.com for 
more info (wasteofmind.de). 


New Show 

January 25 

“PUNK-O-RAMA" Switching 
over from KDOC to KJLA in late 
Feb. REACHING OVER 5.5 
MILLION HOUSEHOLDS ON 
UHF, DIRECT TV, AND 
CABLE!!! bringing you the 
Underground Punk Scene with 
live footage, interviews, and 
music videos from all your 
favorite Punk indie labels. With 
Artist's such as: GutterMouth, 
Pulley, THE UNSEEN, UNION 
13, Bad Religion, and a whole 
lot morell!!! Please send any 
videos, music, or etc.. to: Punk- 
O-Rama attn: Cynthia or Devun 
P.O. Box 4403 Whittier, CA 
90607-4403 or if you need a 
street address use: MeanStreet 
atten: Cynthia Hassey 6747-a 
Greenleaf Ave. Whittier, CA 
90601 : 


Mobilize For Peace Tour 
January 25 

A-F Records and FAT Wreck 
Records presents The North 
American Mobilize For Peace 
Tour. It will feature acts like 
Good Riddance, Anti-Flag, 
Strike Anywhere, Thought Riot, 
and The Code. Tour dates will 
soon be announced. 


Jets To Brazil Solo Project 
January 25 * 

Jets to Brazil guitarist, Jeremy 
Chatelain, is attempting a very 
unlike Jets to Brazil venture— 
he's going for a more “quasi-folk, 
country-fired rock" sound under 
the guise of Cub Country. 
Chatelain's solo project will be 
released on Jade Tree on 


February 19. The sound of the 
album, entitled “High Unita 
High", is expected to diverge 
from his current work with Jets 
to Brazil and his former band, 
Handsome. On Chatelain's 
debut, members of Euphone, 
Helmet, the Lunachicks and Jets 
to Brazil also contribute musical- 


ly 


BYO Signs Manifesto Jukebox 
January 25 

From distant Finland comes 
Manifesto Jukebox. The band is 
going in the studio to record in 
March, so look for a late May 
release followed by a late sum- 
mer full US tour! Check out 
www.byorecords.com or 
Manifesto Jukebox for more 
information. 


New Limp CD coming out 
February 19 

anuary 24 

Limp's new record will be 
released on February 19th on 
Honest Don's. The self-titled 
record is their third album to 
date, and the first release since 
the band put out "Guitarded" in 
1999. As the last release disap- 
pointed many fans of “Pop and 
Disorderly,” the band is heading 
in a different direction. 


Clint of Minus Blindfold 

January 24 

Clint of minus Blindfold died on 
this past saturday during show. 
The star drummer will be missed 
by all fans. 


Seven Ten Split Launches new 
site 

January 24 5 
Seven Ten Split's brand new 
website was launched today. 
Check it out at www.seventen- 
splitmusic.com. The band has 
upcoming shows with Agent 
Orange, The Gamits, Downway, 
and Jetlag 


Face Off With Face To Face 
January 24 

It hasn't been “officially con- 
firmed" yet but as stated on 
www.punkbands.com/savesthe- 
day, Vagrant is having a contest 
that allows bands to enter 
demos into a record store-setup 
demo box for Vagrant to listen to 
and choose bands to open up 
for Face to Face's spring tour. 
Each different tour stop will have 
a different opening band so it's 
not a nationwide thing. If they 
are playing in your area and you 
want to open for them, contact 
your local record store to see if 
they are participating in this 
event. Dates and participating 
stores will be announced soon. 


The Hives News 

January 24 

The Hives are about to follow up 
their success in the UK with a 
new single, “Hate To Say | Told 
You So". It will be released early 
February by Burning Heart, in 
different formats with different b- 
sides on each one. Also, Chris 
Dangerous in The Hives was 
sprayed with pepper-spray and 
an attempt to mug him and steal 
his cell-phone and other belong- 
ings took place last week in 
Jyvaskyla, Finland during a tour 
over there. Of course the rob- 
bers were outsmarted, and not a 
single tear came out of his stone 
cold face. (burningheart.com). 


New Hopeless news 


January 23 
Hopeless Records have just 
signed ~southern California 


THE NEWS 
brought 


to you by: 


“metal fiends" Avenged 
Sevenfold, and will be releasing 
their record, "Sounding the 
Seventh Trumpet," on March 
19th. There is currently an mp3 
available for download at the 
Hopeless web site. In other 
news from the Hopeless camp, 
Against All Authority and Thrice 
are hitting the road to support 
Anti-Flag. ! 
Rancid To Record New Album 
This Summer 

anuary 23 

Rancid will be going into the 
Studio this Summer to record it's 
next album. For more info check 
out their website at www.ran- 
cidrancid.com. 


The Juliana Theory Making 
Their "Major" Debut 

January 23 

The band is writing and practic- 
ing songs for their new album, 
out on Epic Records. While the 
recording should begin in mid- 
February, the record will be out 
sometime next year. 


Alkaline Trio/Hot Water Music 
Split Today 

January 23 

The anticipated split release of 
Alkaline Trio and Hot Water 
Music is out today. Both bands 
feature two new songs. Alkaline 
Trio covers one Hot Water Music 
song. Hot Water Music covers 
two Alkaline Trio songs with one 
of them acoustic. 


Black Flag Tribute 
January 23 
Initial Records have a tribute to 


‘Black Flag in the works. Titled 


“Black on Black" it will feature 
the likes of Converge, The Hope 
Conspiracy, Planes Mistaken for 
Stars, American Nightmare and 
much more (punkrocks.net). 


Rhythm Collision's final album is 
finally out! 

January 22 

pezboy writes "This is kinda old 
news but most people probably 
don't know this. Six years after 
Rhythm Collison released 
“Clobberer" to the sound of rave 
reviews they have issued their 
final album "All Bombs Away” on 
Oct. 30, 2001. Unfortunately for 
us, RC is not touring to support 
the album. You can check out 
songs from the album on the RC 
website listed below. Suburban 
Home Records is distributing the 
album at or buy it directly from 
the Collision. 


Useless ID on Warped Tour 
January 22 

Israeli 4-piece punk dork band 
Useless ID will be performing on 
the entire Warped Tour this sum- 
mer. In addition, the band pulled 
some strings for labelmates 
Ozma, as they will be also be on 
the tour. 


It's Always Gonna Be About The 
Benjamins... 

January 22 

While The Benjamins have dis- 
solved, certain members have 
figured that they can't go on 
without rocking out in some 
capacity. Drummer Jon has 
started two bands in town, one 
with members of Trolley and 
another rounded out by former 
members of The Promise Ring 
and Figurehead. Lead guitarist 
Dan and bassist Ben have 
Joined up with half of Milwaukee 
popsters Pet Engine for a new 
project. Expect to hear lots of 
good things from all these as-of- 





yet unnamed bands in the 
future. 


Midtown's Album Is Officially 
Finished 

Posted Tuesday, January 22, 
2002 

This is straight off the midtown 
website: Well the album is offi- 
cially finished. The Title is Living 
Well Is The Best Revenge, and it 
will be out in the US, Japan and 
Canada in April. European and 
Australian release info coming 
soon. We've added some tour 
dates so make sure you check 
out the Shows page. We're cur- 
rently in the UK and we head to 
Germany next week.(www.mid- 
townrock.com) 


Chip Hanna Leaves US Bombs 
January 22 

Chip, the drummer for the US 
Bombs has left the band on 
great terms and joined One Man 
Army. Chip joined One Man 
Army on the True Believers tour 
but nothing was made official. 


Rancid / NOFX Samples 
January 18 

Check out BYORecords.Com to 
see the cover art and two 30 
second MP3 clips from the 
upcoming NOFX / Rancid split. 
The songs available are NOFX 
covering “Olympia, WA" and 
Rancid covering "Bob." The split 
will be available March 5th. 


Lots of Burning Heart news 
January 18 

The Division Of Laura Lee will 
release their debut album, 
“Black City," on February 4th. 
Germany's The Donots are 
releasing “Pocketrock" on 
February 18th.-The Hives' "Hate 
To Say | Told You So" single will 
be re-released by Buming Heart 
(distributed by Pinnacle) in the 
UK on February the 11th. The 
(International) Noise 
Conspiracy's second single from 
"A New Morning, Changing 
Weather” will be the track "Up 
For Sale." No word on the North 
American distribution or b-sides 
yet. 


XBXRX's final tour 

January 18 

Even though everyone's favorite 
matching-outfit wearing garage 
rockers XBXRX has technically 
broken up, they're going on one 
last tour to end things the right 
way. And what better place to 
tour than Europe They'll be 
spending the month of February 
in various European countries 
before they head back to the 
States to play a few farewell 
shows in New Orleans and 
Auburn, AL. 


New BYOFL coming soon... 
January 17 

Maximum Rock&Roll is getting 
ready to release their annual 
DIY touring bible "Book Your 
Own Fucking Life." BYOFL is 
resource guide for the 
punk/hardcore DIY community 
primarily used for booking tours. 
The print issue should be out in 
early April. Go here for more info 
on how to submit your informa- 
tion (http:/Awww. byofl.org/)" 


Second Installment of Sloppy 
Demos , 
January 17 

As promised, Sloppy Meateaters 
have posted two brand new 
demo tracks in place of the old 
ones on their mp3.com website 
for people to check out. The new 
songs are entitled "Copy That" & 





"Free Thought," and will most 
likely be appearing on their next 
full-length CD. There's no word 
on when that sucker will be 
released. 


Pick The C.A.M.A. Winners 
January 17 

April 27th will bring the left coast 
their own awards show in the 
form of The California Music 
Awards. Weezer finds itself 
nominated in 3 different cate- 
gories this year and competition 
for best punk/ska album is fierce 
with Pennywise, NOFX, 
American Steel & The Swingin’ 
Utters all trying to battle it out 
with major label imposters Blink 
182 and No Doubt. 


Zombie Be Damned 

January 17 

One of punk's founding father's, 
The Damned, will be inflating 
their recent return into a gig 
opening for Rob Zombie on his 
forthcoming Demon Speeding 
Tour. The band, who recently 
released a new disc on Nitro 
Records, will follow in the foot- 
steps of The Ramones and 
share the stage with Zombie for 
at least 2 months on a US tour. 
Dates are still being worked out 
at this time but the tour is 
expected to launch in early 
March. 


Your Majesty Website 

January 17 

Ramo writes: Yourmajesty.cc is 
a website dedicated to the 
release of The Anniversary's 
“Your Majesty.” It has tons of eye 
candy and goodies like mp3s, 
lyrics, track listing, and more. 
The album comes out January 
22nd. 


Biafra freaking out 
Kennedys tour 

January 16 
Annonymous says “Bay Area 
legend Jello Biafra has issued a 
warning to fans not to be 
coerced into shelling out cash 
for an act currently touring under 
the name Dead Kennedys. Both 
Biafra and his label, Altemative 
Tentacles, have received 
inquiries and complaints from 
promoters, press, and angry 
fans on the fraudulent nature of 
the tour (after all- Biafra's not 
singing). The booking agency 
which represents Biafra's former 
bandmates is reportedly misrep- 
resenting the group as the origi- 
nal lineup by “forgetting” to men- 
tion that the lead man will not be 
present. [Editors Note: anyone 
who doesn't know that the cur- 
rent Kennedys tour is bogus 
deserves to be ripped off]. Biafra 
and AT insist that the promoter is 
using an old band photo featur- 
ing Jello Biafra instead of 
Brandon Cruz. A few venues 
have started to rename the band 
"DK Kennedys", with members 
listed, most likely to avoid any 
future problems. Hopefully these 
boys will one day get everything 
sorted out. It sucks to see such 
an influential band, with such a 
strong message of unity “doing 
their laundry in public." 


over 


Toasters album delayed 
January 16 

Toasters’ upcoming album 
“Enemy Of The System” will be 
delayed. An unspecified band 
member apparently has "serious 
health problems" and the 
release is being postponed. The 
album was originally scheduled 
for release in February of 2002 
and will not likely hit the streets 





in late summer on Asian Man. 


Ataris remasters on MP3.com 
January 16 

The Ataris just recently added 
two songs from the remastered 
version of their first album 
"Anywhere But Here" to 
Mp3.com. The songs definitely 
sound much better than the orig- 
inals. The songs posted are 
“Blind and Unkind" and "Lately." 


Cutoff looking for Bassist 
January 16 

Mike OQuelette, the bassist has 
left the band Cutoff according to 
the band. The band is now look- 
ing for a new member, and 
urges fans to contact them at 
cutoffanddie@hotmail.com. If 
you havn't heard them before, 
check out their mp3.com site at 
www.mp3.com/cutoff. The band 
is from the 
Toronto/Burlington/Hamilton/Oa 
kville area. 


New Gamits Bass Player 
January 16 

From the band: We have some 
really great news. The Gamits 
have made it official, they have 
found a permanent replacement 
for bass player. Here is what 
Chris had to say, "We, the 
Gamits, have found a new bass 
player in the form of one Lukas 
Mathers! Some of you may 
remember a band called Man 
Dingo from AZ. Lukas used to 
play in this band and has since 
been looking for an “opportunity” 
like this one. We are very excit- 
ed and can't wait to play again!" 


Jade Tree Signs Girls Against 
Boys s 
anuary 16 

Jade Tree are pleased to 
announce that they have signed 
New York-based Girls Against 
Boys to a two album deal with 
the label. The as-of-yet untitled 
debut will be the sixth album for 
the band, their first full length 
release since 1998's lauded 
Freak*on*ica (Geffen). 


Strung-Out, A True Paradox 
January 16 

Ramo writes: Simi Valley's most 
rocking band, Strung-Out, has 
put a cool banner when you 
enter their website. It states that 
their new album “An American 
Paradox" will hit everywhere 
March 26th. Head to 
www.strung-out.com and be 
amazed. 


Sno-Core Tour 

January 16 

Fenix*Tx will be touring with 
Glassjaw and Alien Ant Farm 
that will start on February 15th. 
Check out www.fenixtx.com for 
the tour dates that are coming 
soon. 


Goldfinger Hits The Slapshot 
January 16 

Goldfinger drummer Darrin will 
be playing in this years NHL All- 
Star Celebrity Game on Jan. 30 
at the Staples Center. Check out 
www.goldfingermusic.com. on 
how to get tickets. 


Dashboard Confessional 
January 

Dashboard Confessional just fin- 
ished a video for “Screaming 
Infidelities" in Los Angeles. It 
was done by the same people 
that did the Alkaline Trio video 
for "Stupid Kid” and the "At your 
funeral" video for Saves The 
Day. 


Lookout to release Thrasher box 
set 

January 15 

moldy writes : Straight from the 
Lookout Watchdog: “Lookout! is 
planning its first box set release 


for the summer of 2002. It will be 
@ multi-CD box set of all 11 of 
the original Thrasher 
Magazine Skate Rock 
Compilations, made from 1983 
to 1993. We're just getting start- 
ed on it now and have a lot of 
work ahead of us to make sure 
it's perfect but | am certain it's 
gonna be great. Stay tuned to 
lookout.com for updates! 


Promise Ring to release 
Woodwater on April 23 
January 15 


MintFloss writes (edited) 

Alright, it seems that no one 
knows about the new Promise 
Ring album. It's been around for 
a while you've just had to look. 
On Anti.com it states the album 
is called “Woodwater" and is 
going to be released on April 23, 
2002. No artwork yet, but Anti 
will post it as soon as it is avail- 
able. | hope that helps some 
people, They also have a short 
interview with the band about 
the new album. Pretty exciting... 


Against All Authority Celebrates 
10 years 

January 15 

Miami punk heroes Against All 
Authority will be celebrating 10 
years of music with a huge 
hometown gig March 23 @ The 
Polish American Club in North 
Miami with hometown local 
scene uprisers Pointless and 
Bum Ruckus. For more informa- 
tion on the show or any of the 
forementioned bands, email lag- 
wagonofx13@aol.com 


Some Dag Nasty News 
January 14 

Dag Nasty reports that the out- 
come of their new album has 
exceeded any and all previous 
expectations. The Nasty has 
been cranking out 18 hour days, 
perfecting what will be the best 
Dag Nasty record ever: 


Voodoo Glow Skulls Signed To 
Victory? 

January 14 

Eric writes: If you were at the 
Voodoo Glow Skulls show with 
Guttermouth on Friday at the 
Glass House you probably 
heard Frank of Voodoo mention 
that they signed to Victory 
Records. 


At The Drive-In Members Sign 
To Dreamworks 

January 14 

Sparta, comprised of three-fifths 
of At the Drive-in, recently 
announced that they've signed a 
record deal with Dreamworks. 
Plans now are for the band to 
head into Vancouver's Armoury 
studio this month with producer 
Jerry Finn (Green Day, Rancid, 
Fenix TX) to record their debut 
full-length, which is slated for a 


-summer release (pitchforme- 


dia.com) 

Paul Westerberg Signs To 
Vagrant 

January 14 

Our friends over at 


punknews.org writes: Paul 
Westerberg, former frontman of 
80's indie rockers the 
Replacements, has signed a 
multi-album deal with Vagrant 
Records. He'll be coming out 
with a two-disc set on April 23rd, 
Billboard.com reports. 


Bracket comes alive 

January 11 

Bracket, Fat's trailer pop- 
punkers, is coming out with their 
"Live In A Dive" album, which 
was recorded at a show at 
Bottom of the Hill, San 
Francisco, CA on August 1999, 
The live album is scheduled to 
release on February 26th. 
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name: Tim Shaw 

company/band: Go-Kart Records/Ensign 
title: Misanthrope/Singer 

Woe. BD a. cds acre ee et 
www.gokartrecords.com/www.njensign.c 
om 

hardcore _is for: socially inept nerds like 


myself 


My experience with love at a hardcore show 
was: | met my wife outside a Killing Time 
show in NYC. Ten years later we got mar- 
tied. 
My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: Avail, 
Descendents, Killing Time, Dag Nasty, 
Verbal Assault 

i ‘ 
When Ensign played a benefit show for our 
friend Matt in our home town. It was a high- 
light. 


That it's a place | can escape from all the 
stress involved in day to day 
life. | can get so caught up in watching a 
band play that | forget about everything else 
for the moment. 

li men 
hardcore is: Personal choice! Not some 
gang, jock stupidity! 

rite li ; SOIA, 
Judge, Gorilla Biscuits at City Gardens a 
long time ago. 

h : progres- 

sive, violent (unfortunately), cleus) -ish 
My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: Almost every single lyric off the 
Inquisiton record. (Pre-Strike Anywhere) 


name: Ghazal Sheei 
company/band: Revelation Records 
title: Publicity / Advertising : 
web 
www.revelationrecords.com 
hardcore is for: those with heart and pas- 
sion. 
xperience with | h 

was: 1st base at Koos during Jelly Roll 
Rockheads / Exclaim show (Hxc from 
Japan). 
My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: American 
Nightmare, Since By Man, Dag Nasty, Curl 
Up And Die, Born Against 

rdcore_ sh : 
singing my heart out to hot water music best 
show ever with a bunch of sweaty dudes in 
the summer's heat. 


address: 


hi Ie H 
the people involved in it, the people that 
make the music. 
My thoughts on the straight edge element of 
hardcore is: its simple. are you “edge or 
drug?" 
My favorite live hardcore show was: Krazy 
Fest 2001 which consisted of some of the 
best contemporary hardcore acts: Hot Water 
Music, Botch, American Nightmare, Hope 
Conspiracy, Planes ae for Siars, etc... 

:_ True Til 
Death. 

Liti ri f r 

band is/are: “Raise the flag." - Born Against 


name: Isaac Golub 
company/band: A.18 (Amendment18) 
title: Singer 
web address: XIGolubX @aol.com 
hardcore is for: Everyone 

ien i r 


| ri 
ticular order: Minor Threat, 


:_In no par- 


Bad Brains, Antidote, Agnostic Front, Public 
Enemy (if metal is considered hardcore, then 
so are certain rap groups...new rule!), 


The first time | ever played at one, in 1989. 


I'm not exactly sure, but the "likes" are less 
than more. 


My thoughts on the straight edge element of 
hardcore is: Personal choice, come see me 
when you're 25. 
ite _li ; Bad 

Brains, Fender's Ballroom 1986. 
That's right, | said "1986!" 

¥ ; Fun, 
Meaning, Sincerity (look it up 
kids!). 
My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: "Gotta get away 
to The USA where you gotta take a chance, 
if you plan on staying free. You 
call this the land of the living? Well they're 
trying to make a dead man 
outta me!"- MDC. Or, “America is just a word, 
but | use it!"- Fugazi 


name: David Gillanders 
company/band: BYO Records 
title: Director of Promotions 
web address: http://www.byorecords.com 
hardcore is for: Pirates. Arrrrr. 

xperi with lov hi 
was: | dont know, but | swear she was 18 
My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: Minor 
Threat, Agnostic Front, Gorilla Biscuits, Sick 
of it All, GAYrilla Biscuits 
My best moment at a hardcore show was: 
Fire Extinguasher to my face. AFI/SOIA in 
2000. 
Windmills, bandanas, and basketball jer- 
seys. 

houghts on the straigh’ f 
hardcore is: | dont think about being straight 
edge 
My favorite live hardcore show was: Some 
peepshow in Thailand. 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore: fun, fast, 
furious. 

vori litical | re 

band is/are: Anything Gayrilla Biscuits aioe 
on their 7" 


name: Sarah 
company/band:; Distant Rise Records 
title: Founder 
web addresswww.distantriserecords.com 
hardcore is for: people with heart 
My experience with love at a hardcore show 
was: getting hit and being helped out and all 
of us laughing and having a good time, 
dispite the pain and blood 
My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: morning 
again, minor threat, poison the well, trial, 
strike anywhere 

r ‘ 
being arm in arm with my friend during strech 
armstrong at orlando magic fest, we were 
singing along and getting our asses kicked. 
she died a month later in a tragic car acci- 


dent. http://www.geocities.com/lightsonfor- 
cait/ 
lik hardcor ne is: 


the music and the heart 

My thoughts on the straight edge element of 
hardcore is: it's personal, and shouldnt be a 
basis of judgement 

My favorite live hardcore show was: hell fest 
2k1, this day forward covered the refused 
and during earth crisis' last set it was so hot 





now we’re talking bed A Ee by - O m 2 


we all had a 
personal sauna 
Here's 3 words 
to define hard- 
core: passion- 
ate, brutal, 
rockin’ 


is/are: — just 
about anything 
trial or strike 
anywhere has 
to say- 
“To walk alone 
on the streets 
tonight, and 
fear nothing to 
choose to love 
what we are in 
this life and 
shine brighter 
don't let the 
crosses and 
dollar signs, 
the symbols of 
man _— unkind 
make you feel 
that you're not 
real. All this 
time walk out, 
out of the 
shadows" - 
Strike 
Anywhere 
name: Vahe 
company/band: Fek ‘Em All wear 
title: head of promotions 
web address: www.FeKEmALL.com 
hardcore is for: People who-love to take 
advantage of Freedom of Speech and 
the Fifth amendment!! 
xperience wi tdcor 

was: Almost snapping my neck 
from stage diving directly into some dudes 
swinging elbow at a Downset, 
Far, and System of a Down show at The 
Whiskey back in '96. 

i it is; 1- 
Chimeira, 2-Strife, 3-Downset, 
4-BadAcidTrip,5- System of a DowN 
My best moment at a hardcore shaw was: 


What | like most about the hardcore scene is: 
My thoughts on the straight edge element of 
hardcore is: If you've never done any drugs 
or alcohol from day 1...more power 2 you, 
but if you just decided to quit 
everything(which makes you bitter) and start 
shit with the people that still smoke or drink 
EAT A FAT DICK!! 

ite live hardcor )W. 
show for eigen #1 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore: FeK 'Em 
ALL 


: Same 


liti: 
"Can't Prostitutionalize Me....." 
DoWNSeT 


name: Jeff Anderson ‘ 
company/band: Angry Young and Poor 
title: The Nutless wonder 

web address: www.angryyoungand- 
poor.com 

hardcore is for: lovers___ 

My experience with love at a hardcore show 
was: Getting groped at a Slapshot show by a 
drunk biker 

My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: the best 





list you'll ever read, honestly. 
re show _w: 


When it truly became hard 
What | lik tdcor 
It's not like the other scenes, it's more, well, 
hardcore in a way | guess. 

hts on the straigh lement of 
hardcore is: about to be published as a nov- 
elette entitled “Jeff's Thoughts On Straight 
Edge" 
My favorite live hardcore show was: Billy 
Joel in '86 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore: Hard. 
Core. Baby. 

ori iti i Ik 

band is/are: "Think about politics, Because if 
you don't, You're just sick, Hey put down that 
beer, Is sobriety your fear, Politics are cool" 


name: jason dunn 

company/band: facedown records / no 
innocent victim / dodgin' bullets 
title: the guy who doesn't sleep! 
web 
www.facedownrecords.com 
hardcore is for: everyone who is willing to 
enjoy it and not ruin it! 


address: 


was: Sick of It all in the 

early nineties in San Diego. That's what 
Started it all! 

My top § list of hardcore bands is: Madball, 
Warzone, Agnostic Front, 

H20, Sick of It All 


Being able to see Madball's last 
show in NYC at CBGB's! It doesn't get bet- 
ter than that! Also, touring 
the US and Europe for 8 weeks with Agnostic 
Front. Great guys who are 
very sincere and genuine! 

lik r is; 
Good, fun shows, letting out aggression in a 
good way. hanging out with friends. 


My thoughts on the straight edge element of 

hardcore is: Fine by me. 

My favorite live hardcore show was: Madball 
- '96 - Showcase theatre. 

tied with H20, Redemption 87, Powerhouse, 

Murphys Law + Rely in Berkley - 1997. 

Here's 3 words to define hardcore: ag the 


mosh! 


band is/are: don't have 
any 


name: Larry Lugz 

company/band: Helldorado Studios/"riot- 
gun." 

title: Der Komisar of Operations & 


“Anytime ZL jump 
head first into a 
crowd of people, 
and try my hard- 


My favorite live hardcore show was: Kraut at 
the olympic in 85 with Steve Jones on guitar. 
Stellar performance and pure chaos to boot. 

4 ri ; ‘ 
Aggressive, inspirational, definitive. 

favori liti i Ie 

band is/are: "It's not Vietnam, it's another oil 
company Scam" -Circle Jerks (in regards to 
US involvement in Afghanistan in the 80's) 


name: Derek Evers 

company/band: Evil Teen records 

title: Assistant to Everything 

web address: www.evilteen.com 
hardcore is for: well....for the first 10 years it 
was for people who wanted fast punk, for the 
last 10 it has 
been for those 
who like slow 
metal 

My_ experience 
with love at a 
was: The time 
that gin crowd 


tided and | 
“accidentally" 


est to grab thre _wuched her 
microphone im os 
order to SANGQ-@-  Sickoftai ee 


long with a shout =, 


Choking Victim 


Leftover Crack, 


out, KE would com- 43 dean by 

Ss i #4 
sider my best asuec #5 
moment at a hard- Oc" 


core show. There’s 
nothing quite like 
the feeling you get 


when 


upfront and rock- 
ing out for a band * 


you love.” 


Singer/guitar 
web address: http://www.riotgun.com 

The dedicated few who 
really care about the underground 

: 

was: Have been in attendance at many a 
hardcore show since 1979. Love is more of a 
feeling in respect to the fury, the power and 
the attitude to continue making the music, 
supporting it and continuing to help it evolve 
into the monster it is today 


Black Flag, Government Issue, Minor Threat, 
Necros, DOA (ALL OF WHICH WERE THE 
MODEL FOR HARDCORE BACK IN THE 
DAY) 
My best moment at a hardcore show was: 
Getting piss drunk at a DOA/Necros show at 
the Olympic Auditorium in the summer of 
‘84 and just going hog wild in the pit, meeting 
the bands and gladly drinking their beer 
when they offered it to me, or was it the 
Cromags opening up for Motorhead in '86 at 
Fenders Ballroom with the same circum- 
stances. Hell all the moments were great. 

i hi ne is: 
It's history is pure street and it pretty much 
saved punk from obscurity when most of the 
70's punk went rock and turned their backs 
on the underground (like the Clash, Talking 
Heads and others) 


i 

: Some kids need a plan to fol- 

low, others don't. To each his own. Take it 
anyway you want. 


now....of all 
time it would 
include 
Snapcase, 
Helmet and 
Fugazi) 


moment _at_a 

hardcore show 

was: see the 

ques- 
tion....well, i 
also like to try 
and meet the 

musicians, so if | get to talk to them that's 

pretty memorable too 

ike m is: 
the music... and what's “the 
>> scene"? 


you’re 


hi i | 
hardcore is:_ Fanatics, whether 
they are straight edge or skinhead racists are 
bad for any scene. Stick to 
music...."All the kid's in the straight edge 
scene are in the bassment 
huffin' gasoline" -Leftover Crack 
rite fi rr : Fugazi 

in:'95, or Sick of it All in 2001 

' i : “emo 
fucking sucks 
band is/are: it's a tie between “I don't think | 
want to be subject, to your morality" 
Screeching Weasel 
or “Shoot the kid's at school, cuz they going 
to grow up to be a fucking asshole just like 
you." -Leftover Crack 


name: John Sweeney 

company/band: groupie for 2% (an 
unknown L.A. band) 

title: chronic reviewer/interviewer 

web address: johns @library.ucsd.edu 
hardcore is for: the disenfranchised and the 
semi-enfranchised 

My experience with love at a hardcore show 
was: There were some women present 

at the last hardcore show | was at, | could 
see them across the room. 


My top § list of hardcore bands is: 
Refused (yes, | define them as hardcore) 
Today is the Day 

25 Ta Life 

Soilent Green 

Morgion 


being called “Sir” by a vocalist | was 
interviewing. 


its remote distance from 
mainstream culture and reason. 


hardcore is: The dramatics of 

harassment against people who are not 
straight edge is annoying and makes me 
nervous. 


: Today is 
the Day, at the Che Cafe in San 
Diego. 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore: cookie 
monster vocals 


My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: "We dance to all the wrong 
songs and we enjoy all the wrong moves. 
We are not leading.” ("New Noise",Refused) 


name: wyatt miller 

company/band: fearless records 

title: sales/distribution 

web address: www.fearlessrecords.com 


was: are we talking about hardcore 
music? 


1. AFI 

2. Destro 

3. The Beautiful Mistake 
4. Stretch Arm Strong 
5. Recover 


when naked men start throwing up 
windmill's 


: Furnest 
Fest "2001" 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore: “We own 
you" 


My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: “straight edge is saying were 
better than you, it just means we have our 
heads on straight" 


Name: Mindy Molisee 

Company/band: Fearless Records 

Title: Publicist/Advertising Devojka 

Web address: www.fearlessrecords.com 
Hardcore is for: “Strictly for the hardcore 


nigggggazzzzzz" 


My experience with love at a hardcore show 
was: While at a show, this beautiful bloody 
H/C male was looking straight at me, it 

was love at first site, or so | thought. Running 
through his mind was..."I 

would love to run her over"...It would have 
been successful if it wasn't for 

my kind friend who pulled me out of his 
way...."awwwwww* 

5.Glasseater - Recover 

4.Rise Against 

3.Death By Stereo 

2.Refused 

1.Shai Hulud 


Well, it wasn't my best moment, but my 
friend Mark always mentioned the time 

he touched Dennis'(from Refused) leg....oh 
baby. 


That you can be hardcore and emo 
at the same time....hahahah.... 


hardcore is: It ROCKS! If kids 

have the motivation to believe in something 
and stick by it, then they have my 
respect....Although, | dont think | could ever 
give up my newcastles! 

My favorite live hardcore show was: Death 
By Stereo with Strung Out!!! | loved 


it...My Fav bands!!! 
: ; “Insane 
Muthafuckin Scene" 


My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: Let the masses dictate them- 
selves.| am not now theirs, nor will | ever 
be.They wont crush my hopes.They cannot 
smash my dreams. - Shai Hulud 

Cause war's not about a policy religion, it's 
about economy and I'm not dying to set your 
country free! - Strung Out 


name: Lexie Macchi 

company/band: Thrill Jockey Records 
title: Sales and Advertising 

web address: www.thrilljockey.com 
hardcore Is for; the faint of heart 


was: too brutal to mention 


cro-mags 

41 

eye for an eye 
earth 

the fugs 


sneaking into the middle east to catch the 
last fifteen minutes of a 

neurosis show, 1996 

the headbands and neck piercings 


hardcore is; make the world a better place, 
one sharpie at a time. 


fat day in a lower allston basement, popcom 
in the kitchen 


"your life here 


My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: anything that rhymes “phone* 
with “alone” 


name: Aland Failde 

company/band: beauty to ashes 

title: drummer 

web address: http://www.beautytoash- 
es.com 


hardcore is for: anyone. 


was: I've seen a couple make love under the 
stairs at the showcase theatre, does that 
constitute an experience with love at a hard- 
core show? 


1)Refused 

2)Boy Sets Fire 
3)Snapcase 
4)Bane 

5)Poison the Well 


My best moment at a hardcore show was: 
Anytime | jump head first into a crowd of peo- 
ple, and try my hardest to grab the micro- 
phone in order to sing-a-long with a shout 
out, | would consider my best moment at a 
hardcore show. There's nothing quite like the 
feeling you get when you're upfront and rock- 
ing out for a band you love. 


It's ability to keep reinventing itself. It's seen 
So many diverse and creative bands through 
the years, that it makes you wonder where 
the genre will go next. 


My thoughts on the straight edge element of 
hardcore is: Hey, it's cool with me. It's good 
to see kids identifying with something posi- 
tive in their lives. Even though | never bought 
into the entire X’s on the hands thing, I've 
seen what it’s done to some of my friends, 
and | think it's cool that it gives a lot of peo- 
ple a sense of belonging. 


Throwdown and Overcome at the Showcase 
Theatre in Corona. I've never seen kids go 
as crazy as they did that night. During 
Throwdowns set, there were more people 
dancing and singing on stage than there 
were on the actual dance floor, it was a cap- 
tivating experience. 





Here's 3 words to define hardcore: unparal- 
leled, passionate, and strong. 


My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: “we want the airwaves back” - 
Refused 


name: Bobby "V" Vergura 
company/band: EAST WEST 

title: Skin(s) Bruiser 

web address: HTTP://(WWW.POWER- 
JAMS.COM 

hardcore is for: The Elderly, ye-ha !!! 


was: Was and is the relationship we have 


HARDCORE 


SIC ary 


SECOND COMING 


@ Clue Cocoprie 


Lice ee te 





with our fans ! 


Blindside 
Pantera 

Living Sacrifice 
Project 86 
EDL 


My best moment at a hardcore show was: 
Watching our lead singer/guitarist (Mikey) 
unsuccessfully try to gracefully play off 

A fall (butt & legs up in the air) but came out 
of it smiling and on-time !!! Go Mikey ! 


People wear their hearts on their sleeves 


My thoughts on the straight edge element of 
hardcore is: Unclear - but | think its a sense 
of being apart of something. 


r : 
When we ( East West) opened for POD at 
the Cox Arena in San Diego (their home- 
town) fresh after they got back from touring 
the U.S. & the World with KORN & Kid Rock 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore: 


In Your Face !!!! 


band is/are: 


<grin> 


tl 
| can't make out the lyrics 


Name: Travis Call 


was: | really don't understand this question 
but if you mean like love with a girl or some- 
thing...all i have to say is | WISH 
i is: From 
Autumn To Ashes, Taken, Atreyu, As Hope 
Dies(In Reply) and Walls Of Jerricho 
how 


The first time | danced at an In Reply Stow 


Nice people and alot of fun.. or for one 
particular group 


hardcore is: I'm not 

straight edge or anything...But | kinda think 
the whole straight edge thing is hypocritical 
because if you're saying you're poison 
free...then | see you walk by with a coke in 
your hand...You're lying because Caffine is a 
poison...And there's a bunch more that | 
could say about it...But still...lt's good that 
you don't do drugs or drink or anything like 


that 

My favorite live 
ATINEE hardcore show 

was: The 


Hardcore 
Halloween 
show at Chain 
Reaction 


core: Fun, 
Emotional, and 
LOUD 


is/are: This 
isn't politcal but 
it's my favorite 
lyric... “Hello 
My first name 
is distance and 
| really don't 
care if | ever 
wake up again, 
HELLO 
NAME IS DIS- 
TANCE AND | 
REALLY 
DON'T CARE 
IF | EVER 
WAKE UP 
AGAIN! - 
From Autumn 
a To Ashes - 
agate Mercury Rising 
AFI46@aol.com 
My experi ith 
was: when i went into the pit. 

li hi ni : from 
autumn toashes, avenged sevenfold, no 
innocent victim, bloodfor blood, throwdown. 


My best moment at a hardcore show was: 
seeiing all the raw energy flow through the 
kids around me 

its closeness 


My thoughts on the straight edge element of 
hardcore is: i dont care just dont push beliefs 
onto anyone else 
ite li ; avenged 
and bleeding through 
; i ; raw fuck- 
ing energy 


My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: raise your fist in the air DRUG 
FREE 


name:Greg Bacon 
company/band:Revelation/Vengeance 
title:Screenprinter/Bass 

web address:www.revhq.com, 
www.vengeancehc.com 


hardcore is for: guys who need an excuse as 
to why they can't get girls 


was:What?! Love at a hardcore show? 
My _top 5 list of hardcore bands is: Minor 
Threat, Youth Of Today, Gorilla Biscuits, 
Chain of Strength, Slapshot 
M rdcor 

was:Playing the Back to School Jam 

What | like most about the hardcore scene 


MY : 


is:The lack of rich, crust kids. 


hardcore is:I'm all for it. 


:Minor 
Threat Live VHS 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore:True Till 
Death 


My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are:"All you hippies better start to 
face reality, all your far-fetched dreams of 
anarchy, better start to see things the way 
they are, cause the way things are going 
they won't be going far." 


name: Larry Ransom 
company/band: Revelation Records 
title: A&R 

web 
www.revelationrecords.com 
hardcore is for: The masses 


address: 


My experience with love at a hardcore show 
was: Seeing some skins get all sweaty in the 


was: a love of meeting people and 

making new friends across the us- that is 
what means the most to me. 

My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: portraits of 
past,neurosis,converge, 

seven days of smasara, forstella ford 


every time my band plays because i 
love making music with my best friends 


the freedom of expression and 
general ae of new ideas. 
ri 

peony important for some. 

its definately personal politics for all those 
involved. in general it is far too jock/testos- 
terone/asshole influenced for me. although i 
do call myself straightedge-i knew i was 
going to never drink when i was ten because 
of alcoholism in my family. P 2 

i | dont 

know if you call them hardcore, but ive seen 


ae 


5 


a 
* ve ak 


. anal 


pit. 

My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: Youth Of 
Today, Side By Side, Gorilla Biscuits, Chain 
Of Strength, Judge 


M . 
Getting off my first dives at the River Rock. 


Hanging out with Jules at the comer of 7th 
and A. 


hardcore is: True Till Death. 
Tolerance, Killing Time, Sick Of It All 


ero 


Honesty...Loyalty...Sincerity 


band is/are: 

Politics- who needs it 
Politics- full of shit 
Politicians- always lie 
Politicians- wish they die 


name: justin thomas kay 

company/band: since by man from mil- 
waukee wisconsin 

title: guitar/design 

web address: www.sincebyman.com 
/iwww.414click.com 

hardcore is for: the kids 

My experience with love at a hardcore show 


of? 





neurosis 5 times and every time it is amaz- 
ing. 
Here's 3 words to define hardcore; emotion- 
al, passionate, fun. but this is what it means 
to me- which is very different than my opin- 
ion on hardcore in general. 

My favorite political lyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: no room to bang 

unless you plan to hit something-outkast 


name: Thorns C. 

company/band: Revelation/Wally George 
Motherfuckers! 

title: Street Team/Mallorder 

web address: www.revhq.com 
hardcore is for: the outcasts, outlaws, & out- 
siders 


My experience with love at a hardcore show 
was: When Reach The Sky covered Life of 
Agony's “River Runs Red" in Louisville. Me 
and the love of my life both happened to be 
discussing the song earlier in the day. 
Coincidence? | think not! 

My top 5 list of hardcore bands is: Sick of It 
All, Warzone, In Control, Blood For Blood, 
AmericanNightmare 


the first show | ever put on, and the satisfac- 
tion | got from giving back to something that 
has given me so much. 


The Guitd Thealer 
2830 35th St. inl CA 


h ni 
is; the sense of community, and that | have 
friends in almost all hemispheres that I've 
met through the hardcore "Scene". 

i I 
hardcore is: It's a personal choice, and if you 
are going to make that choice remember 
your personal choice should never be forced 
on those of others. ! think a lot of sxe kids 
are just looking for an identity to cling to. 
Fuck that, be yourself for yourself. 

:_ the 
Raybeez memorial/benefit shows at CBGB's 
in 97 


Here's 3 words to define hardcore: HARD AS 
LIFE 


My favorite political Iyric(s) from a hardcore 
band is/are: “Oklahoma was only the begin- 
ning*-One Life Crew 


Name: Kevin C. 
company/band:Revelation Records/No 
Reply(R.1P.) 
title: Webmaster 
web address:www.revelationrecords.com 
hardcore is for: anyone who is willing to take 
the time to look past their nose and open up 
their eyes. It's not just a macho show. Take 
the time to learn and know. 

rdcor 
was: Stage diving during Striking Distance 
and landing on the same super sexy girl 
atleast three seperate times.(not purposeful- 
ly) 
My top § list of hardcore bands is: _Insted, 
Y.0.T., Side By Side, Minor Threat, 7 





Seconds 


n r : 
Singing along as well as flying through the 
air during good hardcore bands. 
ii 


is: Open minds and the different types of 
people that are involved. 

i i 
hardcore is: “My choice. Your choice. Our 
choice. The agai Choose for yourself* 

: T.S.0.L. 
and The Nerve hosts at the glasshouse, 
Pamona, CA 

‘ ine : “Fuck 
Your Attitude" 


Insted 

Take your place at the table 
You don't give a damn. 

The tradition of killing 

is a downfall of man 

Who set the laws 

on who lives and who dies 
For your own satisfaction 

the animals fucking cry 

Hear my words-Feel their pain 
Eating their flesh-You have nothing to gain 
A moral opposition 

To the murder of animals 

It's my philosophy 

To take life is criminal 

The smiling clown 

For the billions served 
Represents to me 

Bloodshed undeserved 


PRODUCT INFORMATION - NEW METAL 


PN 


SELF INFLICTED 


OBE BPI ae 


ee ee ne 


acl Li 


» Vocals. TMM SAXTO! 
(ERO ANS erie pend. Mc CMa oie NGWIE Lia uel sta) 
irate ia! 

ENNISON om rity LITA PORD) 


NEE Sones Mts MTMRECORDS. COM 
DRIVEN-MUSIC.COM 


1708-8 


ye 
www. deathforliferecords. con 





"HOT ROD CIRCUIT 
= SORRY ABOUT TOMORROW 
CD ILABLE 312.02 


tie? 


| 


an We Senet 
Sie. en 


e 


Vast 
pcre 


oe 
Pte 


LEB F Fae 


Se 


aoe 


ns 


Seah vices 


Mame ae NG 
CD / LP AVAILABLE 2.26.02 


be eu ee RRR RRR Ce Re Arc et ACH 











BLACK & WHITE 
VINYL STICKERS 


4.25” X 1.38" 


4.25” X 2.75" 
4.25” X 5.5” 
2.13" X 2.75” 
2.75” X 2.75" 
5.5” X 1.38” 
5.5" X 1.5" 
5.5" X 1.75" 
5.5” X 2.13” 
5.5” X 2.75” 
3.5" X 2” 
7.5” X 2.0” 
12” X 3.0” 





4.25” X 1.38” 
4.25” X 2.75" 
4.25” X 5.5” 
4.25” X 4.25” 
2.13” X 2.75” 
2.75” X 2.75” 
5.5" X 1.38" 
5:5.X 125" 
5.5” X 1.75” 
5.5” X 2.13” 
5.57 X2.75" 
3.5” X 2” 
7.5 XD 
12° X23" 


250; 
250: 
250: 
250: 
250: 
250: 
250: 
250: 
250: 
250: 


$28 
$36 
$68 
$28 
$30 
$33 
$33 
$34 
$36 
$44 


250:.$30 


250: 
250: 


500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 


$54 
$85 


$62 
$96 
$167 
$167 
$62 
$71 
$80 
$82 
$84 
$96 
$118 
$71 
$138 
$213 


1000; $112 
1000: $144 
1000: $2414 
1000: $112 
1000: $120 
1000: $132 
1000: $132 
1000: $136 
1000: $144 
1000: $176 
1000: $120 
1000: $216 
1000: $270 


RED & BLACK 
VINYL STICKERS 


1000: $124 
1000: $192 
1000: $334 
1000: $334 
1000: $124 
1000: $142 
1000: $160 
1000: $164 
1000: $168 
1000: $192 
1000: $236 
1000: $142 
1000: $276 
1000: $426 


BLACK ON CHROME 
FOIL STICKERS 


4.25” X 1.38" 
4.25” X 2.75" 
4.25” X 5.5” 
4.25” X 4.25” 
2.13” X 2.75” 
2.75" X 2.75" 
5.5" X 1.38” 
5.5” X 1.5” 
5.5” X 1.75” 
5.5” X 2.13” 
5.5” X 2.75” 
3.5" %. 2" 
7.5" x2" 


500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 


500; 
500: 
500: 
500: 
500: 


$106 
$118 
$138 
$138 
$106 
$110 
$110 


> $112 


$112 
$114 
$124 
$110 
$130 


1000: $212 
1000: $233 
1000: $276 
1000: $276 
1000: $212 
1000: $219 
1000: $219 
1000: $222 
1000: $222 
1000: $233 
1000: $247 
1000: $219 
1000: $260 


NPASSVi eo) come) IN| 
1365 N. Johnson #118 
E! Cajon, CA 92020 


Toll Free: 877-778-4253 


UE 


CLOTHING 
Usa 
962.424.9449 








DA, 


BACK IN 1985 























0 

HAVE TO GIVE UP THE SPEED AND POWER OF HARDCORE TO PROGRESS IN 
MORE MELODIC DIRECTION AT THE SAME TIME. BY THE TIME OF THEIR FIRST 
poet’ CAN | ae THE BAND PARTED WAYS WITH ee ace SAL 

OSTON HARBCGRE' BAND ts as 
THEIR NEW VOCALIST. MANY REGARD THE LINEUP OF DAVE, BRIAN, ROGER 
AND COLIN TO BE THE QUINTESSENTIAL LINEUP EVEN THOUGH DAVE SOON 
LEFT THE BAND TO TRAVEL IN ISRAEL. HE PURSUED HIS EDUCATION UNTIL HE 
DECIDED TO ADD TO HIS PUNK/HARDCORE RESUME WITH A STINT AS THE 
ORIGINAL SINGER FOR ALL AND THEN HIS OWN BAND DOWN BY LAW. DAVE 
WAS REPLACED BY PETER CORTNER (LUNCHBOX, PITBULL) FOR THE ALBUMS 
WIG OUT AT DENKO’S, FIELD DAY, AND THEN RETURNED FOR, FOUR ON THE 
FLOOR WHICH ALSO SAW THE RETURN OF COLIN AND ROGER WHO HAD BEEN 


EO AGE GAMEAIN GER ANY GEE AUS OT NORD REG 
1G BAD REEIGI AND THE REST OF THE BAND STAYED BUSY WITH PRO- 


AS THE LAST ANYONE HAD HEARD FROM DAG NASTY UNTIL 
THE CLASSIC LINEUP OF DAVE, BRIAN, COLIN AND ROGER DECIDED TO COME 
TOGETHER IN 1999 TO RECORD ONE SONG, “INCINERATE” FOR THE 
DISARMING VIOLENCE COMPILATION ON FAST MUSIC. CURRENTLY, HOWEV- 


D 
ZIENTARA TO BE RELEASED ON REVELATION RECORDS. | TALKED TO COLIN 
AND DAVE ABOUT THE NEW RECORD, WHAT THEY’VE BEEN DOING ON THEIR: 
OWN, AND SOME GOOD OL’ BAND HISTORY. 


ei a 


DONT 


LIKE YQ 


CLOSE 


DOORS. 


LIKE 


LEAVE 
THEM 


| 


T0 


SKRATCH: So who are you anyway? 
COLIN: This is Colin; | play drums for Dag Nasty. I've played on 
every record except for Field Day. : 


cron: Yeah, it seems a lot of people have issues with 
Fie ay. 

COLIN: Yeah, and | did too. Personally, | thought there were 5 or 
6 really good songs and a lot of things that really weren't pulled 
off all that well. 


SKRATCH: Where were you for all of that? 

COLIN: At that time | was still pretty young. | was just ony col- 
lege when they were recording that. It had come out and | had 
done one year of college and | was playing with a band that was 
sort of low-key called Grave Goods in Massachusetts. It wasn’t 
really a full on band, but we were on Wishing Well at the time. | 
was in grad school and | taught geography classes. | stopped 
doing that about two and a half years ago and moved out West to 
Portland, Oregon. 


SKRATCH: What have you been doing in Portland? 

COLIN: | do community development. | work mostly in an area of 
Portland that's a lower income area. | work on various rojects 
with the city and the community. It's a separate division of the city 
government. It’s related to what | was doing in grad school, it's 
just a different spin. My hope is maybe to come back to the D.C: 
area and do that here. My wife is in grad school in Portland right 
now. 


SKRATCH: What sort of projects do you work on? 

COLIN: Well, | just worked on this huge federal grant called the 

Empowerment Zone Application for 8 months. It's for Portland and 

then across the river for a little town called Vancouver, 

Washington. That's the most recent thing that I’ve done and we're 

an waiting to hear back from that. That's the type of stuff that | 
0. 


ee What made you want to get into that kind of 
wor! 

COLIN: Well, I'd been doing that sort of work in rural 
Massachusetts, but I’m more of.a city person and | had an oppor- 
tunity to do it in Portland, so | went there. 


SKRATCH: Well, anyway, we're doing this themed issue on 
hardcore. Do your experiences coming up in the hardcore 
scene translate in anyway into your work now? Does it help 
you 2 color your worldview in any way that you can pin- 
point 

COLIN: It helps me. Coming from D.C. and coming from the hard- 
core punk community, it’s totally a natural. The agency | work for 
is pretty big, but there’re actually 3 or 4 people that have that 
same kind of background. So, it’s not like I’m the only person. In 
fact, there’s another person from D.C. who went to Wilson High 
School, the place where lan and Jeff from Dischord went. | would- 
n't be doing this shit if | didn't get into punk rock and the lyrics and 
trying to do something meaningful. 


SKRATCH: Now, you were part of the original D.C. hardcore 
scene right? 

COLIN: I'd say that Roger and | got into it on the second wave, 
around 1981. We were some of the first kids from the suburbs that 
Started going to shows. We came from Bethesda, right on the 
edge. Dave was on the Virginia side of that. The three of us, we 
hadn't met Dave then, we were sort of the second wave after the 
Georgetown kids. 


SKRATCH: Obviously, the D.C. hardcore scene went off in a 
different direction. Around the time that Dag Nasty was get- 
ting started, the whole emo scene was starting up. Hardcore 
has moved on to be a completely different sort of genre now, 
almost like a big business in and of itself. What’s that mean 
to someone like you? 

COLIN: Yeah, and I'm not really too up on it because most of the 
stuff I've heard | haven't been too impressed with. | can think of 
one band, Ignite, even though they were nice guys, they stole a 
Dag Nasty song. They ripped off a Values Here thing. | remember 
talking to them about it when they stayed at my house four or five 
years ago. Nothing's really impressed me that much. The record- 
ing quality is better these days so it's easier to sound better, but | 
haven't really listened to hardcore even since before Dag Nasty. 
We were always listening to more of The Descendents, The 
Smiths, or the old classics like The Jam, The Clash, The Sex 
Pistols, and Buzzcocks. Apart from the old D.C. hardcore stuff, 
that's when it ended for me. | like a lot of newer punk stuff like 
Travis Cut from England, Germ Attack from Germany and the 
Burning Heads from France. Then there’s friend’s bands like 
Down By Law, bands I've played with in my old band. | haven't 
really been impressed by Fat Wreck Chords, Epitaph, whatever. 


SKRATCH: Do you think that’s because a lot of musicians 
grew up listening to punk, whereas the older bands were lis- 
tening to a wider array of influences? 

COLIN: Makes it pretty bland. | don’t remember the first punk 
record | bought. | think it was The Buzzcocks and The Clash in the 
same week. This was like 1979, I'm a little 13 year-old kid living 
in the suburbs, and there’s barely ma punk records in the shops. 
At that time, you would pick up a Buzzcocks album, then you 
might pick up a Joe Jackson album or then a B52s and then 
Generation X. It was all the same thing. Some of it was more gui- 


tar based, but | remember buying the first Devo album too and 
that was punk, but now people wouldn't call Devo a punk band. 


SKRATCH: They’d probably say New Wave. 

COLIN: Yeah, exactly, and it was all sort of the same, so there 
was more variety in the scene. Obviously | got more into the gui- 
tar-based stuff and the hardcore thing, but I still listen to Echo & 
The Bunnymen and The Psychedelic Furs, along with The Clash 
and whatever. Actually, when we first started Dag Nasty, we want- 
ed to bring some of the melody that was going on with some of 
this other stuff into hardcore. That was a deliberate ae that we 
were doing when we started Dag Nasty on songs like “Circles.” 


SKRATCH: | put that new song of yours, “Incinerate” on a 
mix tape of hardcore bands for my cousin, who’s retty 
young and just getting Into a lot of this stuff. She was all like, 
“That's not hardcore.” To her, hardcore is just a band like 
Strife or something. 7 
COLIN: Exactly. We have some fast songs on this new album, but 
they're not going to sound hardcore next to Earth Crisis or some- 
thing. It's just Dag Nasty. 


SKRATCH: What's your take on the new record. 

COLIN: Well, it's moved on, we're not going backwards, but it still 
sounds like the way that the four of us play together. It’s still Dag 
Nasty. We've spent a lot more time and effort and it’s a lot more 
of a team thing than Four On The Floor. In retrospect, it’s a very 
good album, but we didn't give it quite the time we should have, 
even though we gave 100% for the time we spent on it. I'll say 
that. There’re things that we don't love about that album in retro- 
spect. With the new one, working with Don Zientara in D.C., we're 
really excited about the songs on it. 


SKRATCH: Speaking of D.C., have you read Dance Of Days? 
COLIN: | did. 


SKRATCH: What'd you think about it? It didn’t seem too flat- 
tering to you guys when it said that the replacement of 
Shawn Brown with Dave Smalley was a commercial decision 
that tarnished your image in the scene. 

COLIN: | wish that Mark Anderson had given mea shot to 
respond to that. He did interview me, and he interviewed Roger. 
I'll give it to you from my perspective. Roger, Brian and | started 
the band in Brian’s basement. We started playing and we were 
writing fast songs and we were writing melodic songs. We went in 
to record our demo with Shawn and once the vocals were going 
down for the more melodic songs like “Circles” or “Under Your 
Influence,” we realized how limited Shawn’s vocals were. He was 
good for the fast songs, but he wasn’t what we expected or what 
we were hoping for. At that point we were really working Shawn 
and pushing him, trying to get him up to speed and he wasn't real- 
ly committed to sitting down and working on his voice (and this 
isn’t putting him down). Initially, it was Roger and | who were real- 
ly upset. It was an artistic decision because we were writing even 
more melodic songs and Shawn couldn't pull it off. We were feel- 
ing held back and realized that we had made a mistake. In those 
days, we didn’t have a PA, so Shawn was just screaming through 
this little guitar amp. What we had assumed sounded good in 
practice, when we recorded, we weren't happy with. Dave was a 
roadie for us and the rest is history. It wasn’t a calculated decision 
for us. We had no idea that we would get so popular once we got 
Dave. It was more about that we wanted a melodic singer. That's 
our side of the story. It wasn’t some corporate calculated move. 
We've never made that much money where it would’ve been 
worth it to do something like that. : 


SKRATCH: What'd you think of the rest of the book? 

COLIN: The book speaks for one small part of the scene. For me, 
a better history is to pick up Banned In DC and just reading the 
quotes. Best yet, would be to do a verbal history. Mark got off his 
ass, he wrote a book, that’s his chance to have his say. We don't 
feel Dag Nasty got a fair deal in that book. We were playing 
shows with those bands in '85 and '86, and some people were 
pissed off that we kicked out Shawn, but it wasn’t that big of a deal 
and it's 16, 17 years later, so whatever. 


SKRATCH: Do you ever think its weird that people still care 
about things that went down with your band over a decade 
ago? With a whole generation of kids that are just finding out 
about your band now, do you feel like you're in some sort of 
se = period now, answering the same questions all over 
again . 

COLIN: No, it's understandable, especially since that book just 
came out. We're more well known today than we were then, soiit’s 
not surprising. 


[At this point in the interview, Dave replaced Colin] 


SKRATCH: So how’s it feel to be back with Dag Nasty, mak- 
ing a new record and moving forward again? 

DAVE: You know, I'm really glad you said those last couple of 
words. | really view it as moving forward and I'm really psyched 
about it. | think that with Dag Nasty, it’s got such a history and 
people love to focus in on that, and that's great too, but one of the 
ave | think all of us are really proud of is that all of us try to be 
the best musicians we can be and | think that this record is turn- 
ing out to be what we want it fo be. It just feels really good. It was 
good timing; everything just fell into place in the right way. 


sea mr et nt anetssttay 


SKRATCH: When did you guys decide to make a new album? 
Was that during the “Incinerate” session? 
DAVE: Yeah, | think “Incinerate” really was the trigger for it. 


SKRATCH: How did that happen? 

DAVE: Well, there was a label called Fast Music, and | knew the 
owner of that pretty well. In fact, we did a project band that | did 
called The Sharpshooters. It was sort of a mod band, on Fast 
Music as well. He’d been talking to me about this Disarming 
Violence compilation and one of the things | liked about it was that 
he said it wasn’t an anti-gun thing; it was an anti-gun violence 
thing. | think that’s real important, because | think taking all the 
guns in the world away isn’t the solution, it’s teaching people to be 
caring and responsible in life. They're going to kill someone with 
a knife if the guns get taken away. Unlimited guns isn’t a good 
thing either, but | think we should approach it intelligently instead 
of banning everything. Prohibition doesn’t work. The trick is edu- 
cation and smart approaches to things. | really liked that idea and 
Neil was getting together some good bands. He had NOFX who 
are good friends of mine and Brian as well, ALL; of course, who 
are like my family, and some other bands who | thought were real 
significant and important. So, | just called up Brian and | said, hey, 
let's do something for this and it just came out so well, that ever 
since then we were saying, “let's do another thing.” 


SKRATCH: That record had one of my favorite Youth Brigade 
songs on it too. 

DAVE: Yeah, it's too bad, because that’s another band who | think 
were always a different cut musically from what was going on 
around them. | remember back in 1982, | saw them in Boston and 
they were singing when we were all like rargh rargh, and even 
though | love that, it really made them stand out to me. They were 
very intelligently political. | love Youth Brigade; | think they're 
great. 


SKRATCH: Speaking of bands called Youth Biigade (as in the 
D.C. band) and Boston, you're kind of in a weird position hav- 
ing grown up in D.C. and then being a part of that original 
wave of Boston hardcore. 

DAVE: Yeah, most people who know me just from music think that 
I'm from Boston. | definitely love Boston and I’m proud of my 
involvement in the early hardcore scene and | think we did some 
important things, but I’m a Virginian and | saw all the early S.O.A, 
Teen Idles, Minor Threat shows. | was like the outer-suburban 
Arlington kid. | never really knew all the luminaries. | knew who 
they were, because obviously you knew who Iron Cross or Minor 
Threat were because you went to see them, but | was just the kid 
who would go to the shows and hang out in the back with my dog 
collar on and not really blend in. Then | went to college up in 
Boston and that was right as the Boston scene was really start- 
ing. 


SKRATCH: You know it’s pretty funny, but I’m one of the few 
eople who prefer the second DYS aibum to the first one. 
AVE: You'd be surprised. People are really starting to come 

around on that one. Thanks man. You know, it was just us learn- 

ing to play our instruments better and listening to more heavy 

metal. At the time it was really interesting because The F.U.’s, 

Gang Green, SSD, Jerry’s Kids and us were all kind of moving in 

that direction simultaneously. It was really neat to see all the main 

bands in a city proceed in a more unique direction and it was 
almost the same direction. All of a sudden we had played our 
instruments long enough to put in a drum fill or play a lead. 


SKRATCH: Yeah, I’ve always liked those kind of progressive 
albums like Into The Unknown or Beneath The Shadows, but 
| guess it’s hard for older fans to appreciate different sounds 
from bands they love. 

DAVE: It’s hard, you know. Then you get in the other routine, 
where if you stay the same like The Ramones did you get roast- 
ed too. Towards the end people were saying that they just put out 
the same album for 20 years, so either way you lose. As an artist 
you just have to go with what you want to do and that’s really all 
you can do. 


SKRATCH: You've been in a bunch of different bands, and 
various things have come up like your education getting in 
the way or whatever, but you keep coming back to Dag Nasty. 
Do you feel there’s any similar unfinished business with the 
guys from DYS or ALL, where you would go back and do 
something with them again? 

DAVE: That's a really good question. The old “never say never” 
thing is my first reaction. If the timing was right, let's say the guys 
from ALL wanted me to come in and sing on an album and | had 
the ability to do that, sure, why not? | don't like to close doors. | 
like to leave them open. The one door | probably have closed is 
with school. All of my professors wanted me to go on and get my 
Ph.D. | just couldn't face anymore. It took me a long long time to 
get my MA degree because Down By Law was a full time band. 
It's only supposed to take two or three years, but it wound up tak- 
ing almost seven. It’s hard to balance the two, but | think I’ve put 
school away for good, not in a negative sense, but because I’m 
happy with what I've done. But even there, who knows? Life is 
interesting and exciting and | love to try different things. Those are 
definitely my twin passions; education and music. Those scenar- 
ios you brought up are doubtful, but not out of not desiring them, 
more doubtful as to whether it would ever be the right situation for 
everybody where that would happen. 


SKRATCH: It’s interesting because Dag Nasty has had such 
turbulent history. You sang on the first record, and then Peter 
came in for a while. | was just reading American Hardcore by 
Steven Blush and it seems that in some of the interviews that 
you and Brian gave, there was a lot of bitterness at the time 
when you left. 

DAVE: Yeah, it was definitely rough at that point. We all lived in 
the same house, the Dag house in Arlington, Virginia, so it was 
definitely tough. I'll never forget when | came to get my stuff out 
of the house and all of them were there and, not to be dramatic, 
pet it vor one of the hardest days of my life. It definitely was pret- 
ty brutal. 


SKRATCH: With such a harsh break-up, what Is it about this 
line-up that makes you want to keep coming back to it. In the 
grand scheme of things, there’s been more Dag Nasty with- 
out you than with you. 

DAVE: | think it’s a positive thing, really not a negative thing for 
anyone else. For instance, | think that Scott Garrett, the guy who 
drummed on Field Day is a great drummer, and Doug Carrion is 
a really quality bass player, and obviously Peter is a good singer, 
and Shawn had definite merits, but | think there’s a lot of positives 
with these four. We get along really well; we ironically appreciate 
each other’s little weird habits. | think musically, which is most 
important; we bring out a lot of good things in each other. | think 
Brian feels like when he’s writing the songs, he knows the vocal 
melodies that | come up with, hopefully in conjunction with him, 
will be really good. | heard you talking about the Four On The 
Floor album. | thought that probably about half that album is great. 
| think there are 6 songs that are amazing on that one, and there 
others that we probably should have worked a little harder on, but 
| don’t think we should throw out the baby with the bath water. | 
still listen to that album sometimes. 


SKRATCH: You guys didn’t tour for that album. Are you going 
to tour with the new one? 

DAVE: We’d like to. In a perfect world, that would happen. Brian 
is in Bad Religion, which is obviously an important band. He 
leaves two weeks from now for touring for umpteenth months. 


SKRATCH: That seems a little odd. A lot of people have been 
wondering if Brian is planning on leaving Bad Religion now 
that Brett’s back in the band, just because a three guitar 
punk band seems awkward to a lot of people. There are prob- 
ably a lot of kids hoping for a full on Dag Nasty reunion. 
DAVE: In my personal opinion, | think that three guitarists are 
great. 


SKRATCH: | think so too, but a lot of people are always going 

2 skeptical of new things. What’s going on with Down By 
Ww 2 

DAVE: We just finished doing some demos in Florida and we go 

to Europe in the end of April and again in June and July. We've 

been touring in South America and Australia, basically anywhere 

but America for the last two and a half years. 


SKRATCH: So doing the Dag Nasty record isn’t interfering 
with anyone’s other musical projects? 

DAVE: It’s a thing where everybody is putting 100% into it right 
now. It’s a perfect time because all of us are at a point where we 
can do it properly. The timing took longer than any of us would 
have liked to have happen after we did “Incinerate,” but good 
things come to those who wait. 


SKRATCH: What are you writing about on the new record? 
Dre sone, like “Incinerate” or “Get Up Stand Up” going to be 
on it 
DAVE: Yes, but we’re going to re-record them. We're going to 
restructure a couple parts as well. “Get Up Stand Up” is not going 
to have the same chorus, but | like the verses of that song. 
“Incinerate” will probably remain untouched; | love that song. It’s 
one of those things that, because it's on a comp on a relatively 
small indie, not everybody could get it. | think it’s important for.that 
song to be widely disseminated. Lyrically, there’s a lot of the angst 
of being in your mid to late thirties and dealing with all the issues 
in life. It really isn’t age specific, it’s just life specific. People have 
a lot of issues in life, and music is one of the things that help peo- 
ee to convey it. That's something that Dag Leg! has always 
een pretty good at. There are a couple of songs that are pretty 
political, which is unusual for us, but it’s sounding really great. 


SKRATCH: | was checking out www.daghouse.com, and | 
noticed that it had a pretty intense FAQ page. It seems that 
eople want to know an awful lot about Dag Nasty. 

AVE: Yeah, man. It’s amazing. It's kind of spooky sometimes 
actually. My view is that | love bands, but | don’t necessarily want 
to know what Joe Strummer said to Mick Jones before they went 
out at the Us Festival. It’s kind of interesting, but | don’t need to 
know that to love The Clash or whether Brian and lan got into a 
fight before a show. That really doesn’t interest me. | just want to 
know what the music comes out as, because that’s what the 
artists want to portray, and what they’re feeling and what they're 
trying to say. For me, the end result is more important than what 
got it there... Good talking with you and good questions. | hope 
re like the record when it comes out. It's not publicity bullshit, 
’m genuinely excited about it. It's four musicians doing the right 
thing and it feels good. 
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INTERVIEW BY: 


1 agreed to contribute to the hardcore issue for numerous reasons. One 
being that | don’t really care for the music itself, but the message behind it 
is worth a little recognition. 25 Ta Life is a band that has East Coast Hardcore 
written all over. It’s about music — hard music. It’s about life and the emo- 
tional shit that accompanies it. Rick Healey, a heavily tattooed, dreadlocks 
wearing, DIY man orchestrates 25 Ta Life’s whirlwind of positive feelings and 
reality. Taking his personal problems that included drug abuse, and turning 
his once destructive problems into productive accomplishments. A band that 
came to be in 1992, is now recognized as one of the most influential hardcore 
bands to date. As the band takes a short break, Rick Healey continues with a 
side project he calls Coming Correct — a more straight edge, optimistic band 
that will be touring all of Europe in the next couple.of months. 


SKRATCH: What’s the current line up and who contributes what to 25 Ta Life? 
RICK: 25 Ta Life as of 2002 is on hold. I’ve been doing Coming Correct as my 
main band since December 99. We’re getting ready to tour Europe Jan. 31 til 
March 20. We toured Europe six times. Starting in 97, the line up is Rick Ta Life 
on vocals, of course, Drug Free Matt on the drums, SXE Nick on the guitar, 
and Crack Head Dom on guitar. 


SKRATCH: Yeah, but we’re talking about 25 TA LIFE! Crack Head Dom — that’s 
funny. Are you the main songwriter for both bands? 

RICK: Yes, I’m the main songwriter in Coming Correct and 25 Ta Life lyrically. 
Musically, we all help out. | like the old school stuff and lots of breakdowns, 
so we mix it up old school /new school punk /hardcore. The lyrics deal with 
scene unity, helping /supporting each other, life’s mistakes, death, friend- 
ship, staying true, living life on your own terms, dealing with and accepting 
your life, making the best of what you got, how hardcore and punk rock has 
rot me out in my life. Things like that, and that drugs are a dead end way 

‘0 go. 


SKRATCH: What inspires the lyrical content? Do you incorporate your person- 
al experiences into your music? 

RICK: Yes, 100 percent. The lyrics are about my life, the way | see it what |! 
experienced the good, the bad, and most definitely, the ugly. 


SKRATCH: Have you always been keen to hardcore music? Was this the ideal 


LIZ ORTEGA 


style of music you wanted to play? 

RICK: I’m into hardcore punk ,metal, Ol and a little of everything. Ska/ reg- 
gae; this is the music that means everything to me. I’m just into bands that 
tell it like it is and don’t candy-coat shit to get accepted. Bands that pave 
their own way; not bands that just do this shit to get big, get paid, then dis- 
appear. 


SKRATCH: How do you like touring? You mentioned you’ve toured Europe a 
lot. Is it difficult to get out on the road? 

RICK: I’ve toured all over. West Coast, East Coast, Japan, Europe... we hit mad 
countries, but doing it on our own. We’ve never had tour support. 
Everything has been pretty much on the DIY tip. We have some promoters 
now and we use a few tour agencies overseas, but they’re friends for years 
who live the same and believe the same message as us. | believe in support- 
ing my scene, from booking tours, printing shirts, stickers. I’d rather give 
them the business and support my own. But this is 100 percent in my heart. 
Traveling, meeting people, hearing new bands without the bullshit, people 
that live it; they don’t care what’s popular. They know what they love and we 
do it from the heart. 


SKRATCH: Since this is the hardcore issue, are there any up and coming/old 
school hardcore bands you’re currently listening to? 

RICK: I’m into lots of bands. We just played with the Circle Jerks, A/F, Murphys 
Law, Ensign in DC @ the Superbowl. It was a dream show for me. The last time 
| saw the Circle Jerks was in 1989. It was so awesome! Like 2,500 kids just 
loosing their mind to the Circle Jerks. I’m 32 now but | felt like a kid again. 
We played in Germany with the US Bombs — great guys. We played in London 
with the Broken Bones —amazing. As far as new bands I’m into ... a mix of 
both Blanks 77, Loved and Hated, Powerhouse, AFI, All Bets Off, NIV, Boils, 
Battlecry, Seven Stitches Herod, Irate, Son of Sam, Knuckedust Stampin 
Ground, Farewell Hope, Looking Forward, Nailed to the Cross, The Fallen, and 
bands like that. I’m into bands like Urban Waste, Minor Threat, Nerve Agents. 
SKRATCH: What do you think about blending politics with music? Do you con- 
sider yourselves to be politically influenced? 

RICK: I’m not really political at all, but to each their own. 


SKRATCH: For those who have not seen you live, how would you describe the 





experience? 
RICK: Prepare to have a good time, lot of pile-on and sing-a-longs. It’s about 
the fun; no fights. 


SKRATCH: Are any of you family men? What are you feelings towards constant 
touring — leaving your loved ones behind? 

RICK: We all have girls. No one is married or has any kids. We had old mem- 
bers with that problem, so we got new people in the band. We’re a touring 
band and I’m in this to tour. We’re not a studio band. Family, kids and tour- 
ing doesn’t mix. If you can do it, fine, but it’s really hard to leave for two 
months. 


SKRATCH: What do you hope to gain out of being a musician? 

RICK: To travel, play music on our own terms, release some 7-inches, CDs, LPs, 
prc basically to have fun. We hope to communicate and educate one 
another. 


SKRATCH: What do you have out so far? 

RICK: On my label BTB, | released two new CDs, Call Unity 4, a comp CD with 
hardcore bands from around the world, and the new Crowd Deterrent CD. 
It’s like old Madball meets OLC. It’s brutal, tough, sxe hardcore. 


SKRATCH: Describe the scene out in your area? How would you compare it to 
any other major city you’ve played at? 

RICK: I’m in Baltimore, Md: It’s more punk, sxe, hardcore, skinz. There’s a lot 
more open mindedness like in Europe, which is what I’m into. Who wants to 
play to people that say the same thing, look the same? I’m about doing my 
own thing. Fuck what’s popular. Just do what’s in your heart. Trends come 
and go, but hardcore punk is a way of thinking, a way you live you daily life. 


SKRATCH: Fuck what’s popular! | like your motto. What’s the name all about, 

= ia ol Have any of you done time in the “big house?” If so, would you like 
0 share ; 

RICK: Well, Freddy Madball and Hoya came up with the name 25 to Life. | 

changed it to 25 Ta Life. It’s always been about doing the right thing. I’m 32 

now, and | just wanna keep myself out of jail and out of trouble, period. When 
| was younger, | was hooked on heroin, crack; alcohol , cocaine, angel dust, 


acid ... anything | could get my hands on. | hit every step. | was locked down 
for drugs. | was really fucked up. | fucked up every way possible — friends 
and family. In 1997, | got myself totally straight and I’ve been drug free ever 
since. 25 Ta Life started in late 92, Coming Correct started in 95. Coming 
Correct is obviously about being positive. I’m about living a straight life just 
trying to do the right thing. When | was locked up, | just knew | could do so 
much better. And since my release, I’ve been on the road touring just 
spreading a good time and living a good clean life. | mean It’s your choice. 
My friends are my friends. | know what's right for me. You know that old say- 
ing; only losers do drugs; it’s 100 percent true because it’s gonna take you 
down. It fucked me up, but | had no regrets. | consider it a lesson learned. 


SKRATCH: What’s the most fucked up thing that has ever happened to you? 
RICK: Being strung out on drugs for one. Losing my dad to cancer was the 
worst. My dad was always in my corner as well as my mom. When | was 
younger, | had green spiked hair, fucked up on drugs, but my parents let me 
make my own choices and mistakes. They had my back though. Losing my 
dad to cancer was the worst. I’ve been through lots of shit, but it’s all a les- 
son learned. I’m happy with the way I lived. So far, no regrets. 





eet If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? And 
why? 


art a thing. This is me take or leave it. Fuck you, no one can judge me 
.. hot one. 


eee wouldn’t DREAM of judging you. Actually, | Just did. Ha Ha. Any final 
oughts i 

RICK: Respect the roots of the music, support each other, and remember 
we're here cause we choose to be. You better be happy with what you got 
— bottom line. Appreciate what you have and people while they’re around 
cause nothing last forever. That’s why there’s good times and great memo- 
ries. Support Murphys Law, US Bombs, Powerhouse, Nerve Agents. Hook u 
the new Coming Correct CD, it’s out on Triple Crown Records out of NYC. 
Coming Correct tours this spring, West Coast tour with Punishment and All 
Bets Off. See ya out there. Thanks to all our friends on the West Coast and 
Skratch Magazine East Coast Hardcore 2002! Contact Rick Ta Life for Coming 
Correct and 25 Ta Life at ricktalife2000@cs.com. 
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EARTH CRISIS 


APES TRING S MUSt COME TO PASS... 


beaN a eR: MA ?Re K Waesbins 2.0 T ob Aye ER 


In the post sunset chaos from the impending doom of the hardcore music scene, thousands upon thou- 
sands of disenfranchised kids were left squandering for a new bolt to hit them as hard on the head like a once great 
community did due to the Regan-era political spectrum which was marred with the threat of a nuclear winter and 
mixed well among the suburban spazoids that felt there was nowhere else to go but the pit. That whole ideal came 
to a crashing end, both horrifyingly and mercifully, around 1986-87 when Ian MacKay left Minor Threat, 7Seconds 
released the infernally lame “New Wind” and the steam has left the stride from over exposure and growth spurts 
from its inceptors. The next few years would prove challenging to skate punks, gutter heads, thrashers and old 
school keepers of the punk flame due to the dulling malaise of tired triple timed beats and ho-hum angry ass lyrics 
from those who imitate and not initiate. Around this time, a young New York skate punk by the name of Karl 
Buechner was just starting to realize that music was his savior from the mean and boring streets of Syracuse, while 
at the same time drowning in the shallow pool of not-so-challenging music emanating from local underground 
record stores regarding the new releases of so called “hardcore” and “straight edge” bands that were simply follow- 
ing in the footsteps of those that laid the groundwork for confused and rattled kids all over. Being both a listener of 
metal and punk alike, while maintaining a focus on his goals through this life by not screwing things up with the 
dutiful meandering of drugs and drink, he learned his chops the true hardcore way by being teased and taunted with 
his blend of searing metallic licks over a definite punk-esque rhythm to soon form the now classic due to it’s 
demise outfit EARTH CRISIS. 

Since its inception in 1991, Earth Crisis has put out a new form of aggressive music over the span of ten 
years which has laid the groundwork for most bands that sell out arenas now that some refer to as “‘nu metal”. 
Mind you, “nu metal” is considered the death of both punk, rap and metal combined, but to a young Karl who was 
easily influenced by the street creed lyrics of rap and punk along with the audacity and power of metal and hard- 
core, this idea and ideal was revolutionary. That’s why so many people had a hard time with them! Which is bril- 
liant all together in the grand scheme of things when the entire “hardcore” scene was now a scalding mass of 
burned out anger and thought left to smolder on the floor of a new era yet to be born. A decade of musical intensi- 
ty, a dozen of classic albums, such as Destroy the Machines, Breed the Killers, and their last outstanding effort 
Slither along with several influential EPs. After local and world tours, including every shithouse punk dive to play- 
ing before sold out crowds on the OzzFest tour, Karl and the other Earth Crisis boys have called it quits. It is now 
on to bigger, new and just as frighteningly scathing boundaries that we have yet to realize and witness. No ode to 
hardcore music would be complete without a jaunt and moment with Earth Crisis. And on a recent Friday night, 
Karl called up and we spoke.. briefly. He is a busy man and was on his way to see his friend’s band play in a few 
minutes. 









SKRATCH: KARL, HEY...WHERE ARE YOU RIGHT NOW? 
KARL BUECHNER: At home in Syracuse (NY). 





SKRATCH: COOL. SO...FOR THOSE THAT DON’T KNOW, 
EARTH CRISIS IS NO MORE. 
KARL BUECHNER: That’s right. 


SKRATCH: WHAT LEAD UP TO THIS DECISION? _ 

KARL BUECHNER: Basically, we ran for over 10 years, we put out 10 
releases, we toured as much of the world as a band of our sort could, time 
and time again. We went to Europe, we did the States, Japan, South 
America; and I think that every year that we were out we went further in 
a lot of ways. We improved musically and definitely grew as a band as 















ing to our shows. I think around Breed the Killers, I think that we ful- 
filled the mission of what the band originally started out with. Which 
was, to get as big as we could and to evolve musically but stay true to our 
message. So I think, basically, we took it as far as it could go. It was just 
time for us to do something new. Scott (Grouse, guitars) and Dennis 
(Merrick, drums) have a new band called Slave 1... : 










SKRATCH: WHOA! AS IN BOBA FETT’S SHIP? 
KARL BUECHNER: Yeah. Actually I’m going to go see them tonight as 
a matter of fact. Bulldog (bass) and I have this new band called Nemesis. 






SKRATCH: SO HOW’S THAT GOING? 

KARL BUECHNER: It’s going awesome! We’ve got like nine new 
songs that we will start recording on February 9th when we go in the stu- 
dio. 










SKRATCH: WHAT SOUND ARE YOU GOING FOR THIS TIME? 
KARL BUECHNER: Nemesis is basically further era Earth Crisis with a 
lot more rock and melody mixed in with it. But it’s still really aggressive 
and driving so we’re totally pleased with how things are coming about. 
We're really looking forward to getting in and starting recording. 







SKRATCH: IS THERE AN EXPECTED RELEASE DATE? 

KARL BUECHNER: Well, this is pretty much to record a promo, you 
know, to show what we’re putting together. I don’t think the record will 
come out until probably next year. We actually started Nemesis around 
this time last year, writing songs and all, and we’ve got nine now. We’re 
trying to craft the music as much as possible because the goal is to do, 
like...well, let’s say what Hatebreed did. They wrote a perfect album, as 
much to their ability, and they can tour off of it for years. And that’s what 
we’re trying to do. We’re writing to the best of our abilities, as close as 
we can get to perfect, so WE can tour off of it for years. 


SKRATCH: WELL, WHAT’S YOUR FEEL ON ESTABLISHED 
BANDS THAT ARE STILL TOURING OFF OF ALBUMS THEY 
PUT OUT SOME 10 OR 20 YEARS, SUCH AS THE MISFITS (A 
BAND THEY HAVE TOURED WITH)? 

KARL BUECHNER: I think that’s awesome. Bands like Bad Religion, 
or the Misfits, stay in the game and people interested and excited to see 
them, is something that I’m glad to see. Like I can still go and see 
Motorhead, which is always good. 




















SKRATCH: WITH THE EARTH CRISIS SOUND, IT SEEMS 
THAT YOU HAVE INSPIRED A WHOLE NEW LEGION OF 
MUSIC, “NU METAL”, WHICH IS BIG NOW. 

KARL BUECHNER: You know, a lot of guys in those bands, such as 
P.O.D., say that so that’s pretty cool. Well, I think Earth Crisis could have 
lasted but it would have felt to us that we were doing the same thing. I 
mean, every Earth Crisis album had a specific theme; you know one 
would be about straight edge, the other would be about environmental- 
ism or the focus would be on animal tights while another would be on 
human rights. For us, we felt that was the logical solution to a lot of the 
problems out there. We tried to 

address them and shed some light on things you may not hear through 












“I stayed straight edge by 
myself and eventually 
other kids that were straight 
edge too. It totally saved me.” 


far as exposure and the number of kids that were listening to us and com-- 








I met 


mainstream media. And...I think we did it. With the new band, it’s just 
us having fun. More of us expressing emotions and ideas rather than 
beliefs and solutions. Because, you know, we did that. 


SKRATCH: DO YOU SEE ANY NEW BANDS ADDRESSING 
SUCH ISSUES? 

KARL BUECHNER: I think that bands like P.O.D. are super positive 
(basically a Christian band), Living Sacrifice, The Promise, Purification, 
Coming of the New Messiah...there’s lots of great bands out there. 
Sometimes you have to look in the deep underground to get them, 
because, unfortunately, a lot of major labels aren’t going to push them. 
But, they’re there, they’re quality and they’re about something real, 
which makes it different and special. That was something that drove me, 
initially, to hardcore, because it was real and I’m glad to see that there are 
bands like that now. 


SKRATCH: WHAT WAS LITTLE KARL DOING YEARS AGO IN 
SYRACUSE TO GET HIM INTO MUSIC, ESPECIALLY HARD- 
CORE? 

KARL BUECHNER: Well my cousin was always playing Circle Jerks 
and Angry Samoans when I was about 13. Soon after we started going to 
shows and thought ‘hey that might be fun if we started to play instru- 
ments.’ So basically I was playing heavy music since I was about 15 or 
16. The first band I was in was with two friends I skated with which was 
basically a grind band but...wasn’t very good. The lyrics were cool and 
we definitely liked it. I mean if it was raining and we couldn’t skate, we 
would move the ping-pong table out of the way and do our band. 


SKRATCH: SO HOW DID THE FORMATION OF EARTH CRI- 
SIS COME ABOUT? : 

KARL BUECHNER: I started the band when I was 18 and took about 
three or four years to get a stable enough line up to put out a record, 
which happened in ’92. We actually started in winter of ’91, but didn’t 
start recording till 92. And then every year after that, we put out a 
record. I mean, we were committed to each other and forwarding our 
beliefs of being straight edge through the most aggressive music possi- 
ble. We took our favorite elements of metal and hardcore and meshed 
them together and did something that was definitely new. I mean, people 
were saying that straight edge bands shouldn’t sound like that, it should 
sound like Minor Threat or Youth of Today or something like that. We 
had a band like that, but for Earth Crisis we wanted to just be ourselves. 
All of the metal guys were always cool about it. In fact the bands that we 
toured with were very supportive, such as In Flames and Sepultura. 


SKRATCH: WHAT WAS GOING ON DURING THE EARLY 
INCEPTION OF THE BAND? 

KARL BUECHNER: Well...we got together in the winter, recorded in the 
summer and toured in the fall. When we started doing out of town shows 
we realized that we were living our dream. I mean, when we would play 
our songs and kids knew the words, it was beautiful. Such as the first 
time in Detroit; kids came from all over, like Chicago and Minneapolis, 
and that was a tour with Slugfest and ChokeHold. We had a really good 
time and we did the whole thing in a car. 


SKRATCH: NOW, YOUR ETHICAL VIEWS, SUCH AS VEGAN- 
ISM AND HUMANITARIAN ISSUES, WAS THAT SOMETHING 
THAT FOUND YOU OR YOU FOUND IT? 

KARL BUECHNER: Some people in my family drank like a little bit, 
but I was never surrounded by alcoholism or anything like that. In fact, I 
saw from that example that you don’t need to drink to have fun. A lot of 
kids that I skated with when I was younger got into alcohol and then they 
got into drugs. Like in that late 80's early 90’s the whole “gangsta” thing 
was getting big and that sucked a lot of people in and down. I mean, the 
first Earth Crisis drummer...he’s still in prison for getting tangled up in 
some violence, post straight edge. I’ve had other friends go to jail, get 
killed, and this one guy near by, I think he’s on heroin. I didn’t want to 
go down the drain like that. I stayed straight edge by myself and eventu- 
ally I met other kids that were straight edge too. It totally saved me. 
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INTERVIEW BY: DAVID JUN PHOTO BY: DANIELLE DOMBROWSKI 


| still have the flyer somewhere in storage (I saved all my old punk/hard- 
core flyers of the shows | went to... don't ask.), but the first time | saw 
Strife (then called Stand as One) was in, | think, ‘90/91 at the old high 
school in Moorpark, CA with Outspoken and The Monster Club (now 
known as Still Life). The next time | saw Strife was at Resolution Skate 
Shop in Thousand Oaks, CA about a few months later, when they had 
then officially changed their name to Strife, and singer Rick Rodney was 
no longer referred to as "Rick As One". They've toured the country with 
the likes of Snapcase, Earth Crisis, Sick of it All, Sepultura, Refused, 
Undertow, Danzig, as well as many others, even playing shows with 
Pennywise, The Voodoo Glow Skulls, The Aquabats, and others. After 
three seven inches, three full length records, too many compilations, and 
tons of shows, Strife broke up to what the "kids" called "selling out their 
straight edge". Rumor had it that most of the band had lost their edge, 
and "the kids" didn't approve of what their heroes had done. Then, a 
band called “Angermeans" came into play boasting "ex-members of 
Strife,” which was @ of the seminal hardcore outfit, only lasting a num- 
ber of months. After a tragedy within the group of friends, Strife was 
brought back together for a few shows as a memorial of their great 
friend, which ignited a spark to take the band further: reunite. Since then, 
they've just released a new record called “Angermeans," and have a tour 
to soon follow. Truth be told, Strife has done what any normal human 
being or any normal band has done, they've grown older, expanded their 
musical interests, expanded their personal lives (some of the band even 
getting married), and simply just enjoyed living a normal life without hav- 
ing to answer to anyone's expectations. Strife hasn't sold out, they've 
simply gotten older, and through everything that has come with the band, 
they've always remained true to themselves and have stayed positive 
about the music and the message. Strife has and will always remain, in 
my opinion, one of the best damn hardcore bands out there, and to 
watch them live was always just pure mayhem. This interview was done 
with singer Rick Rodney on 1/18/02, where he discusses and reminisces 
Strife then and now, and also touches base on married life, reality, turn- 
ing 30, and the ever passing evolution of hardcore. 


Strife is: Rick Rodney (voice); Andrew Kline (guitar); Chad Petersen 
(bass); Sid Niesen (drums) 


SKRATCH: What was your first punk/hardcore show? 

RICK: My first punk show was D.1., Doggy Style. | don't even remember 
the year; around mid to late eighties at the County Club in Reseda. My 
first hardcore show was at the Country Club, too, with Gorilla Biscuits 
and Swiz. 


SKRATCH: What actually turned you into hardcore in the begin- 
ning? 

RICK: Well, when | was in my first band (The Monster Club) we were kids 
in high school. We listened to and punk rock. Bands like Crimpshrine, 
Operation Ivy, Subhumans; almost like squat punk style. But bands like 
The Misfits were my main influence. When the band actually got togeth- 
er we were more into doing punk stuff, and our bass player (Dave Pitzel 
of Still Life) got into straight edge like Youth of Today and Chain of 
Strength. I'd listened to Uniform Choice and Minor Threat, but never real- 
ly dug the New York stuff, because it was a little more metal edged, for 
back then. Like, Youth of Today, we thought, was totally metal, with 
breakdowns and stuff. So, in the beginning, he turned me on to different 
bands, and | started getting into what they were doing... | liked the 
music, the energy, and it seemed to be a lot more unified and people 
were actually getting things done, and that got me turned onto it. 


SKRATCH: In your opinion, how was the scene then compared to 
how it-is now? i 

RICK: | think that age has a lot to do with it, because when you're young 
you're kind of naive to anything. When you first get into it, it's fresh and 
has this, like, shiny new coat of paint on it, or a new toy when you're 10 
years old. For Christmas you're loving the toy, and a couple years later 
the toy is just whatever. But as far as the music goes, when | first got into 
it | was naive and just so excited to be a part of it, and to actually meet 


people that were into the same thing as me. As years went by, and we 


started doing Strife, touring, kind of seeing a lot of the world, you kind of 
realize that every scene sort of relates to another in a lot of the same 
ways. There's a lot of great things that are there to be had, but then as 
you go and grow up, you kind of start seeing all the negatives as well. 


You know everyone has their opinions, and the hardcore scene is very 


opinionated (no one knows as much as | do). It can weigh you down, 
especially being in a band because everybody has their set of rules that 


you're supposed to follow. That was what started to wear us down as a 


band. We were playing all these shows, trying to do what we could and 


take it to the level we could as far as touring with different bands and — 


countries and we got a lot of slack for it from a lot of people. Like, we 
weren't straight edge enough or we were too straight edge, or weren't 
vegan... and it just ended up getting really tedious on us as far as stay- 
ing in hardcore. We were together for eight years or so, and when you 
do the same things and see the same faces and hear the same bullshit 
it gets really tiring. We tried expanding a little bit, and played with differ- 
ent bands... like Sepultura, Voodoo Glow Skulls, and The Aquabats 
before. One time we played this ska show out in Orange County, and it 
was just crazy ‘cause people were just yelling at us on stage. It was just 


~ 








ridiculous, but that was always what we were into; kind of pushing the 
envelope a little bit. A lot of people saw us as this straight up hardcore 
or straight edge band and never got the band for what it really was, in 
my opinion. : ‘ 


SKRATCH: You guys used to be called Stand as One, then you 
changed the name to Strife, broke up, kind of got back together as 
Angermeans, then got back together as Strife. Do you think that 
your attitude as far as the band and where you wanted to go, 
changed with each time you changed the name or was it a natural 
progression? 

RICK: Well, in the beginning when we were Stand as One, it was funny 
because we never really liked that name, but it was a name that | came 
up with. After playing under that name for about six months we realized 
that we wanted to do this band for real, not be some hokey one-off of try- 
ing to be Youth of Today or something else. We were all into the music 
for real. We all liked writing music, so that's why we changed the name. 
We broke up, and | didn't want to do music after the band stopped. | got 
fed up. | was done, and I'd felt like I'd accomplished everything that | 
wanted to do as a band. | honestly made the conscience decision to 
move to LA, get a regular job, be a regular person, and try to live a reg- 
ular life because | did not know what that life was about. | had a lot of 
friends at the time that weren't into hardcore and they were regular peo- 
ple, and they were really nice. It was a welcome change from having to 
constantly be in a confrontation. Or at least that's how it felt. | may be 
exaggerating a little bit, because | just got really frustrated towards the 
end of the band. About a year and a half later, Sid and Andrew were 
doing The Angermeans thing. They wrote a couple songs and called me 
and asked me to sing on them. We talked but we didn't really hang out 
as much, so | gave it a shot. | came down and | liked the music a lot. It 
was a lot more progressed,.a little heavier, more metal, just powerful. | 
wrote the lyrics really quick. The lyrics just flowed out of me, and came 
out rad. We started jamming again, hanging out having a good time. No 
pressure. Practice when we can, play a couple shows... and then our 
good friend Jesse Austen passed away (got hit by a drunk driver), which 
was gnarly for all of us. It was a crazy time, but it brought everybody real- 
ly close together. A lot of the friends that we had, and not seen for a long 
time, we really started getting close to and it sort of changed the whole 
perspective of everybody's relationships with one another and opened a 
lot of eyes. We thought about what we could do as a band to help their 
family with bills and expenses they had to deal with. So we decided to 
do some benefit shows under the name Strife, because Jesse would've 
loved that, and thought it would be a better way get more money, and it 
worked. It was great. 


SKRATCH: You guys got some pretty high profile shows when you 
first started playing again. 

RICK: Yeah, they were fantastic. We did some Danzig shows after the 
benefit shows. The shows were really great. We raised some good 
money for the family, and beyond that, we had a really good time play- 
ing, so we figured we'll see what happens and call it Strife, go back and 
rehearse and maybe do another record. 


SKRATCH: When you said earlier how you wanted to get a taste of 
a normal life, you know. There were a lot of questions about you 


guys, as far as, "Rick isn't sXe anymore... Strife isn't sXe any- 


more..." This kind of backlash. What'd you think of all that? 

RICK: As to be expected... for me, 1've sort of cut myself off from the 
scene for a long time because | knew of the repercussions of the per- 
sonal decisions | made, which was my decision. But of course, every- 
body has to have their two cents, and when | was sixteen, | was the 
same way. So, | totally understand what people's concern or their anger 
or frustration with what our band has decided to do. To set the record 
Straight, it's our band, it's our lives... take it or leave it, basically. We love 
what we're doing, we love playing this music and playing for kids, but it's 
our past and | definitely don't ever regret any of the decisions I've made. 
| am who | am today because of straight edge, and | think I'm a pretty 
decent person, and | do my best as far as what | have. | guess pass the 
torch to someone else who's ready to do it. We just want to play music: 
under our own rules, our own creative perimeters. | don't know, | don't 
| know what to expect. | think, of course, a lot of the people that were into 
our band were straight edge, and they probably won't support us any- 
more, but | hope they do. | hope they've grown with us, as people, and 
opened their eyes and decide not to take such a narrow-minded look at 
how things should be. If they like what we're doing musically then come 
to the shows and hang out and buy the records, and enjoy it. 


SKRATCH: Do you have any moments that stood out throughout 
your time? Your best and worst memories with the band? 

RICK: There's a ton of great memories, and even some of the worst 
moments, now looking back at them. Looking back and laughing. Like, 
for our first tour in Europe (with Sick of it All in 1995) on the second day 
we were there, our driver fell asleep and rolled our RV twice in the 





Autobahn, and almost killed Sid; Andrew, and Todd. Mike Hartsfield 
(Outspokern/New Age Records owner) was playing bass for us at the 
time and he and | were in the Sick of it All bus and we found out that they 
crashed. That was a pretty crazy deal, because if we were in the RV with 
them, we probably would've been killed where we were sleeping. One of 
the better moments was probably doing The Sepultura shows and just 
playing for that many people, and having that many people dig your 
music when you're up against a band like Sepultura, as far as playing. 
People want to see that band, people are so devoted to that band, but 
to sort of win the crowd over was a good accomplishment. It was a great 
moment. Putting records out, from the first 7"s to the last record. Every 
time you can write a record and get it out is a good feeling. 


SKRATCH: Let's get into the new record. “Angermeans" just got 
released a couple weeks ago, and the way I'm looking at this 
record, it's heavy, a little darker, and | don't want to say alternative- 
ish... 

RICK: It's definitely taking a different road. | don't think that's a bad thing. 
We never really intended to write this sort of music. It's not like we sat 
down and decided to do a different record. Andrew (Kline/guitarist) wrote 
the majority of the music. We're all older now, and into so many different 
kinds of music, and it can't help but have an impression on us when 
we're writing. | myself want to take it even further. | always want to keep 
that sort of heavy... it's a lot more emotionally gripping than straightfor- 
ward sing along, in a different way. For me personally, it's more of an 
introverted record, lyrically and musically. | don't want this to come out 
the wrong way, but it's almost written in more of a selfish way, more of 
“This is what we want fo do, this is what we like..." More than what our 
fans or people that like our band will expect. | didn't really know what to 
expect of this record, when we first started writing, and this is the final 
product, the final chapter in what we're doing, and the next record will 
probably be a little different in some other way. 


SKRATCH: How were the reactions when Victory announced that 
Strife had gotten back together and would be releasing another 
record? 

RICK: To tell you the truth, | don't know. | didn't really pay attention to it. 
I'm not a big internet guy. I'm not a phone geek. | don't have a lot of 
friends that are into a lot of hardcore. | have my wife, we have our life 
together, and | have my few friends that live around here in LA, and the 
band guys. That's really all | do. | had a life outside of hardcore. | knew 
there was gonna be more of a negative response in the beginning, and 
| didn't want to subject myself to that. This is my life, and no one needs 
to tell me what to do, and no one needs to give me his or her opinions 
when it's not going to change who | am. | just didn't want to deal with it, 
so | kind of laid low, and | guess we'll fully see what the deal is when we 
go on tour. I'm sure there's going to be those confrontations with people, 
and to tell you the truth, if you have something to say and you want to 
Say it in an intelligent, articulate way then let's sit down.and have a dis- 
cussion and I'll tell you whatever you want to know. But, if people just 
want to come and be the bully, then I'll just split, because again, this 
record... we did it because we wanted to do it, not because someone, 
somewhere wanted us to put out another straight edge record. 


SKRATCH: What are you looking forward to in the future, as far as 
the band and personally? : 
RICK: | just want to get back out on the road. | really want to play. | would 
love to get to a point where none of us have to worry about leaving and 
not being able to pay for our bills. I'm gonna be 30 years old in May. I'm 
married and we all have our serious life, serious bills... we're not kids 
anymore. | would love to be able to support myself by making music, and 
more importantly than that, that's the reality of it. I've had to deal with 
reality for some years now, and it's sort of all | know. | would love to have 
an impact on people and see the smiles on faces like | did. See new 
faces, new towns, new countries,.play with great bands (there's a lot of 
great bands I'd love to play with). There's no reason why we can't do it. 
We're all totally positive, totally amped. We're gonna take it to the next 
level, to the level we want to take it to. 


SKRATCH: Seeing this is the hardcore issue, which bands do you 
think are gonna "raise an eyebrow"? 

RICK: | don't know, to tell you the truth. | haven't listened to a lot of new 
stuff. | still listen to Cro-Mags (laughs). | like Bane. They're a pretty good 
band. Carry On is pretty cool. There are some pretty good bands out 
there. I've been listening to, really still into Living Sacrifice... Christian 
death metal, who would've figured? I've been listening to Radiohead a 
lot... more inspirational, if you want to call it that. | still listen to Karate, 
Slint, and bands like that. My wifé listens to a lot of hip-hop and stuff like 
that. So I've been listening to a little of that. | don't really dig it all that 
much, but it's pretty cool, some of the stuff out there... 


CATCH STRIFE LIVE ON MARCH 2ND, 2002 AT THE SHOWCASE 
THEATER, AND THE NEW ALBUM “ANGERMEANS'" IS OUT NOW. 


BRAND NEW! 73" 
ENHANCED CD COMP. = sees 
WITH NEW MUSIC eer 
AND UNRELEASED 
TRACKS FROM: 
POA MB oF Vimy it Bey 0b) 1s 
Ase OM cpe ys Celine & 
Bert oRey yaa N Pe NEU See 
RUFIO, SON OF SAM, STAVESACRE, BCG) “8 
T.8.0.L., THE TURBO A.C.'8, i Sr oe 
Beha ete.) Gy 


WW 3 
PLUS 2 MUSIC VIDEOS! OO ie 
a 


dirtbagclothing.com 





NEW MUSIC ON A-F RECORDS 


4 easton Alla Maal lathelatl Mallet Gi elinlishelaBalabadas: 


rok bgasiend 


aT AF0017 Ter) 


Thought Riot The Code Justin Sane 


“Shattered Mirror “Alert Aware Involved" “Life, Love, and the 
Syndrome" ea Tg UTS ate) MC dot — 


OG OO SO OO OO OO OO OG GG 


A-F Records P.O. Box 71266 Pittsburgh, PA 15213 www.a-frecords.com am 


pVitorits AiAYatens 


my records 
p.o. box 
cl 
santa barbara 


cers) 
ea 
usa 


Me First & the Gimme Shem SE a aE To Tae ed 
ia Front Tire Armchair Martian ¢ Scott Garth « Bright Life ope eree | 
y 


Adventures of Jet * Drag The River * Goleta * Smile Enel ee | Pa me Be ren» 
+ Chad Rex & the Victorstands * Buellton + Bad Astronaut en Tbk TT aes bse sel Faas f 
Sweet Action * The Body English ¢ Blazing Haley Armchair Martian! 


PNG COmnCiicha tue imm terran entre cee i 
www.myrecords.com 








POISON THE WELL INTERVIEW BY: BECKY MORRIS 


"I REMEMBER THE DAY, THE SUN WENT OUT, IT HALTED ALL 
PROGRESSION WITH ALL ITS BEAUTY.” WELL, I CAN TELL YOU ONE 
THING, I DON'T THINK THE SUN WILL BE GOING OUT ANY DAY SOON 
FOR THIS INCREDIBLY AWESOME BAND. POISON THE WELL TS A 5-PIECE 
BAND FROM THE SUNNY. STATE OF FLORIDA AND WITH THEIR MELODIC 
HARDCORE SOUND, IT'S NO WONDER WHY KIDS ALL OVER THE PLACE ARE 
LISTENING TO THEIR MUSIC. THE BAND HAS COME TOGETHER WITH THE 
CURRENT MEMBERS: DEREK MILLER AND RYAN PRIMACK ON GUITAR, 
JEFFERY MOREIRA AS THE VOCALS, CHRIS HORNBROOK ON THE DRUMS, 
AND MIKE GORDILLO ON BASS. 

AS THEY WOULD SAY ABOUT. THEIR MUSIC, OUR GOAL IS TO PLAY 
MUSIC THAT MAKES US AND THE, LISTENER FEEL GOOD, AND I WOULD 
HAVE TO SAY THEIR MUSIC: REALLY DOES MAKE THE LISTENER FEEL 
GOOD. IN THE PAST YEAR THIS BAND HAS BLOWN UP, AND IT’S WELL 
DESERVING OF THEM. IT'S HARD TO IMAGINE THIS BAND NEVER SELL- 
ING OUT SHOWS. BUT THEIR SUCCESS. WAS A LONG PROCESS. THEIR 
SHOWS STARTED OUT FROM HAVING FIFTEEN KIDS THERE TO MAYBE HAV- 
ING FIFTY. IN THE SPAN OF THEIR CAREER, THEY. OBTAINED A 
SINGER, JEFFERY MOREIRA, WHO, BEING FROM CUBA, HAD JUST 
RECENTLY: LEARNED TO SPEAK ENGLISH. NOW THEY ARE ALL TOGETHER 
AND DOING WELL. THEY HAVE TWO CDS OUT RIGHT NOW, ONE BEING iit 
OPPOSITE OF DECEMBER, OFF TRUSTKILL, AND THEIR OTHER BEING A 
RE-RELEASE OF THEIR FIRST ALBUM, DISTANCE MAKES THE HEART GROW 
FONDER OFF UNDECIDED. THEY HAVE A NEW CD & QUOTE; TEAR aaaen 
THERED COMING OUT ON TRUSTKILL -THIS FEBRUARY. THEY CURRENTLY, 
ARE TOURING WITH HATEBREED, YET BESIDE THEIR BUSY SCHEDULE,’ 
DEREK WAS STILL ABLE TQ ANSWER. A FEW QUESTIONS FOR ME. 
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SKRATCH: Considering the fact that many of the mem- 
bers of the band have been replaced over three years, 
do you feel that this lineup for the band is permanent, or 
will at least be together for a while? 

DEREK: We have had the same four members (myself 
(Derek), Ryan, Chris, and Jeff) for almost four years now. 
We have become the core of the band so the coming and 
a of bass players hasn't been such a big deal. We real- 
y want to firm up a Sth member but if it never happens it 
won't matter, we'll keep on going. 


SKRATCH: | heard about the House of Blues Anaheim 
show, and how there were so many fights. How did it 
make you feel that the show the next night at The 
Knitting Factory was cancelled? 

DEREK: | was fucking pissed. We were all pissed. 


SKRATCH: Yeah, | know what you mean. | was sup- 
posed to go that show. | was pretty pissed too! 


SKRATCH: How does it make you guys feel about your 
Hye rao into fights with each other? 

DEREK: | think it's ridiculous; but whatever. There is a bad 
element in every aspect of life which obviously includes 
underground music. ! just try to ignore it se know? Try to 
have a good time and not let it ruin things for me. | hope the 
audience can do the same. 


SKRATCH: What are your thoughts on the Anaheim 
show in general? 

DEREK: It was fun. We are not used to those big venues so 
it felt a little uneasy but all in all-it was great (minus the 
ae It was our biggest headlining show yet so we were 
stoked. 


SKRATCH: Are you straightedge? 
DEREK: Nope. 


SKRATCH; Why do you think that when you're hard- 
core, people automatically assume that you are 
straightedge? 

DEREK: | wish I knew. | guess because it is something that 
used to be a very big part of hardcore, and now not so 
‘much. Before if you were in a hardcore band you were prob- 
ably straight edge. Some people think it's sad that this has 
faded, | personally don't think it matters either way. 


SKRATCH: What are some of your influences? 
DEREK: Deftones, Rush, The Smiths, Radiohead, and 
Refused to name a few 


SKRATCH: How does it make mo guys feel that the way 
you look up to bands; a lot of kids look up to you that 
way. | mean a lot of guys ! know in bands totally look up 
to you guys, and you are'a major influence to them. 
DEREK: !* feels incredible. It.is hard to imagine that some- 
one, lets say a guitarist, rnay sit in front of his/her stereo lis- 
tening to our record and feel the same way | feel when | lis- 
ten to my favorite records. It is shocking because | don't 
think that our band (PTW) is that great yet. .I'think that we 
have a long way to go musically. We are very ambitious. 
Ser Tal TeUIIVA ON AA ATM Ui nToM- Ma eXovel co MIM ctor celete AWWW IreMk=t-To hill Cel 
get back into the studio to, record another one. 


SKRATCH: Now that hardcore music is becoming so 
gator mit what do you think of a lot of the new hardcore 
ands that are out there now? 

DEREK: | don't listen to a whole lot of those bands but there 
are a few that | have’seen on tour that have tons. of poten- 
tial If they are playing what they want to play regardless of 
what "the kids” want or what "the man" wants, then they are 
fine in my book. 


SKRATCH: Do you think that right now being hardcore 


eee er ree 
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is just a fashion trend, or do you think that it's just the 
ae hal for this type of music? 

DEREK: | don't Know nor do | care. Music is music. All we 
are trying to do is write decent music that makes us happy. 
If we succeed in connecting with other people then all the 
better.:"Types" of music so to speak usually suck. Like the 
massive influx of bands such as Linkin Park, Adema, Bodies 
Hit the floor whatever type of bands. Those bands are a 
"type" of music...good for them and. all but they are doin 
nothing to push music. | can't imagine in 10 years people will 
put on their records and still feel good about them. Bands 
that have their own sound are where it's at. 


GaP Vee Pe eon o Rl aria e i) i people will still 
eye} tat on your records.and still love them? Hi 
DEREK: I can't say. Like | said | just think that there is a lot 
we want to accomplish musically. We aren't even. close to 
where we want to be. The idea is that with each record we 
will progress with the hopes of someday feeling slightly sat- 
Uitlo Ra T6] aat\( cl ati) ccl ALAN oMeeMelY Laer LUV (ce Mu =m] LAY Cole 
growing. 


SKRATCH: How do you feel about your instant suc- 
cess? Do you think people listen to you because your 
music is So good, or do you think a lot of people are just 
He) to do the cool as A 
DEREK: Ha ha ha ha ha. | think you are confused. We have 
been touring for 4 years now. The first year we played to no 
one. The second year maybe like 20 kids, third, 50-100 or 
So, etc etc. It has been a relatively steady process. It all feels 
very natural because we have been working so hard. | 
would hope that people like us because they take something 
from our music. 


SKRATCH: Sorry. What 1 meant to say was that you 
guys just blew up overnight. | mean it seemed to me like 
Bae guys went from nobody watching to selling out The 
ouse of Blues. 

DEREK: CA is basically the only state that was good for us 
right off the bat. "Good" meaning there were like 300 or so 
kids at the first show. It took a few shows to get to the HOB 
thing but yeah CA was mind blowing how quickly it hap- 
pened (relatively speaking). 


SKRATCH: Why do you think that over the past year 
hardcore music has become such Ee iA [a 
DEREK: Has it? With the exception of California and select 
cities in the Northeast (and a few bands i.e. Hatebreed), 
most hardcore shows are about 100 kids or so. | wouldn't 
consider that popular. 


SKRATCH: Well | am from California, so maybe it is just as 


because of where | am that's why it seems that way to 
nie 


A el Do you listen to hardcore music, or just play 


DEREK: | listen toa lot of music, including patdcore. , r 


SKRATCH: So, who are your favorite bands? 
DEREK: Deftones, Radiohead, Refused, The Smiths, The 
Cure, Converge. 


SKRATCH: So, basically all of your favorite bands are 
our influences, am | right? 
EREK: Exactly. Most of what | listen to. influences the 
music that | write. 


SKRATCH: You guys are on tour with Hatebreed right 
now, tell me about that? 

DEREK: It's amazing! They. are awesome dudes and afuck- 
ing Sick band. Everything they have they have worked their 
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asses off for. The shows are so much fun to play. | don't 
know what else to say really. We are lucky to be out with 
ate 


SKRATCH: How's life on the road? Do you ever get sick 
of living in a van with 4 other guys? 

1D) tn GeV an Son eeer= (0M OYA 1 A] We but we all love each 
other so we deal. Touring is the best thing in my life. Playing 
every night for a few months straight is so rewarding. 


CT Vole So, I'm assuming you miss tg family and 
friends from home. Does that ever make you want to 
stay home from touring? 

DEREK: For now it doesn't. | love my family to death but 
they know (and | know) that I'm just working at what | love. 
| miss them on the road but you stay so busy most of the 
time so there isn't much time to think. about it | suppose. 
Besides the band, my other friends are all away at college 
so they aren't home anyway and | am single so there is no 
girlfriend to miss. My life is set up pretty nicely for touring 
right now. 


SKRATCH: When you guys aren't on tour what kind of 
stuff do you do for fun? 

DEREK: | just try to relax, hang out with my friends, buy 
records, play hee and go to the movies. Same shit as any- 
body else really. 


SKRATCH: If you could en with any band you wanted 
who would you choose? Why? 

DEREK: Deftones, without question. They were and are my 
main influence. They were the first band that | got into that 
fused elements of heavy music with melody. | started listen- 
ing to them when | was 14 (I'm 20 now), they have been my 
favorite band ever since. Chino is like Morrissey or Robert 
Smith (two of my favorite vocalists) only placed in a different 
musical climate. Playing with them would be my ultimate 
goal, hands down. 


SKRATCH: What are your thoughts on major labels? If a 
major label wanted to sign you, do you think you'd want 
to go for it? 

DEREK: If the conditions were right, meaning we had com- 
plete creative control and what not, then yeah | think we'd do 
ie 


SKRATCH: What is your biggest regret? 

DEREK: | don't really have too many. Hmmm, well | guess | 
have said some pretty stupid things to my ex-girlfriend in the 
past, | wish | hadn't been so ridiculous. Ha ha ha ha ha. 


SKRATCH: Is there any message you want to send dur- 

ing a live performance? 

DEREK: Hmmm...not really a message. We just want peo- 
le to’ come ste and enjoy themselves. For us it is a time to 
ind of bring a more physical aspect to the music. For me 

there is nothing better than seeing the direct source of a 

record. Like, watching the people who created it get totally 

absorbed. 


SKRATCH: What are your thoughts on groupies? Does 
Poison the Well have a lot of them? 

DEREK: Ha ha ha ha. No we don't have any groupies real- 
ly. | think it is fucked up for someone to take advantage of a 
girl who will sleep with them because of the band. 


SKRATCH: Do you feel lyrics are just as important as 
the music? Why? 
DEREK: In some ways yes, and in some ways no. | like to 


think of a vocalist as another instrument adding to the mix. 
What a singer says isn't always as important as how he says 
ie 


SKRATCH: Who do you think has the strangest person- 
ality in the band? Why? 

DEREK: | think everyone in the band is straight up crazy. | 
can imagine what is inside of their heads...Jeff has little 
monsters running around kicking his brain, Chris has a 
bunch of sheep that he counts, Ryan hmmm, he is too crazy 
to pin point what's going on, and me, | have cymbals crash- 
ing cs my brain 24 hours a day. Just crashing away crash 
crash. 


SKRATCH: What is your most embarrassing moment 
onstage? 

DEREK: Anytime that | fall down by accident: Like tripping 
on a cord or a monitor. | feel dumb. 


Spd pee aia As a musician, what are your personal 
joals? 

EREK: To write a record that | can put on and respect. It 
has yet to happen. 


SKRATCH: What are your goals for life, aside from 
music? 

DEREK: Not to sound cheesy but music is all that | do. 
Music is my life. It's the only thing that makes me feel good. 
ime TU ott) PDIP down the road, have a loving wife 
and kids and all that yummy stuff. Be able to give them 
whatever they want. 


SKRATCH: When you were little, what did you want to 
ef) Aa abe grew up? 
DEREK: Starting in middle school | knew | was going to be 
in a band. | used to take my acoustic guitar to school and 
ed for people all day long. I had a list of Nirvana songs that 
could play that people would look at. They'd pick a song 
and | would play it. Ha ha ha. | was a nerd. Always wanted 
to do music... 


SKRATCH: What living person do you most admire? 
DEREK: Hmmm. That's hard. Most admire | can't 
Say...mostly musicians that | believe have accomplished 
amazing things with their records, namely. by shaping my 
life. Great songwriters, etc. no one in specific. 


SKRATCH: What is your ultimate goal as a band? 
DEREK: Same as my goal as musician; write records that 
we can respect. 


SKRATCH: Do you have any odd rituals that you do 
before you go onstage? 

DEREK: Nah not really. | generally stretch out a lot, play 
some guitar, and try not to think too hard. 


SKRATCH: Why do they call you "white bread" and 
MLA et1° aed 

DEREK: Ha ha ha ha ha. Everyone in the band thinks | am 
the token, stereotypical "white guy”. It's not really used any- 
more. | have a reasonably normal middle class family, par- 
ents aren't divorced, sister, two dogs, etc. It's just a way to 
poke fun of my “averageness". 


SKRATCH: Does anyone else in the band have any spe- 
cial nicknames? What are they? 
DEREK; Jeff Smokey, Chris Sleepy, Ryan - Crazy 


www.poisonthewell.com 
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“| BELIEVE 
HARDCORE | 
IS MORE THAN JUST A MUSICAL 


STYLE. 


AND THE MUSIC IT PRODUCES GOES “~~ cm 
BEYOND ANY 


Ensign has been apart of the explosive New Jersey scene since 1995 and have since 
earned a reputation for being ne of the hardest working bands in the scene, playing 
for anyone without showing discrimination. With their inclusive attitude, Ensign has 
used their music and raw honesty to bridge the gap between the hardcore and punk 
scenes. Lead hee Tim Shaw took the time out of his schedule to answer a few 
questions for me. Like his lyrics, Tim is also brutally honest and not afraid to back up 
his opinions. Below is what we talked about. 


SKRATCH: What does hardcore mean to you? 

TIM: | believe that Hardcore is more than just a musical style. | think that the hard- 
core scene and the music it produces goes beyond any label. I'd like to think that the 
music is the basis for a forward —s scene, which is always trying to question the 
world around us and hopefully offer solutions to some of the problems we encounter 
in our life. | also think that the hardcore scene tends to be a lot more introspective 
- “ MTV generation cock-rock scene. | don’t know...it's a really hard concept to 

lefine for me. 


SKRATCH: How is the strength of the hardcore scene as opposed to the pop- 
ular music as enforced by MTV and commercial radio? 
TIM: | think that the real strength of the scene comes from the network of bands, 


fanzines, and kids who are involved with it. | mean hardcore/punk is definitely a lot: 


more accessible these days. There is a good deal of radio play and some of the 
bands from within the scene definitely go on to be really popular. However, | think that 
it all starts with this word of mouth, garage show, DIY scene which is a place where 
record label created commercial bands don’t come from or have any history with. 


SKRATCH: Would you like to see hardcore stay underground, or would you like 
to see it go to the mainstream a bit? 

TIM: | think that hardcore already had its time in the mainstream. A few oon ago 
bands like Civ, Biohazard, and even SOIA to some extent were on MTV and it 
seemed like the whole scene was about to blow wide open. When it came down to it 
the major labels and MTV really had no idea how to market this type of music, so they 
just moved on to the next trend. They found oat digestible heavy/crazy music like 
Korn and Limp Bizkit and that was their version of hardcore. 


SKRATCH: Are there any positives about hardcore going mainstream? : 
TIM: On the plus side of hardcore going more mainstream, the message and ideas 
within the movement have a chance to be put out in front of a huge audience. Even 
though the more mainstream an audience the less they tend to care about messages 
and more about mosh. 


SKRATCH: What about any negatives? 

TIM: The negative was that all of a sudden you had A&R guys creeping around 
shows making bands think they were going to be rich. It inflated egos like crazy and 
changed a lot of people. It’s a real catch 22. 


SKRATCH: What makes you different from other hardcore bands? 
TIM: First off | don’t think that we've ever been a hype band. So we've always had to 
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earn our fans and the respect of other bands. We've never really cared about all the 
trends in the scene. | think we write music that makes us happy, regardless of what 
the scene might think. | also think that we take our influences from a much more 
diverse range of music than a lot of bands do. We've also never been afraid to speak 
our minds! Which at times gets us in trouble. 


SKRATCH: How so? 

TIM: It’s just that I'll always go full on when we 8 If something is on my mind then 
I'm going to talk about it. If | think something is tucked up then I'm going to speak my 
mind. For example a few years ago Youth Of Today was doing these reunion shows 
out east and | he that it was really suspect, not sincere al at all and | went on 
stage and said it. Well it got back to Ray and so on and so forth. Which | don’t care 
about because if I'm going to say something on stage then I'll be willing to debate it 
off stage. I'll stand behind the ings that are said live. I’ve also been really vocal 
about my intense dislike for that jock-macho shit at shows and I'll be the first to call 
someone in the crowd out on it. You can imagine where that sometimes leads. 


SKRATCH: Are you still looking for a guitar player? 

TIM: We're always on the hunt for a second guitarist. If the right person comes along 
then we'd probably become a five piece. It's not this totally imperative thing. It's just 
an idea we'd like to explore. 


SKRATCH: What traits are you looking for in a guitar player and bass player? 
TIM: We just want someone who is on the same Page as us musically and person- 
ality wise. They have to be willing to tour a lot and work really hard. y also have 
to put up with my sporadic mood changes. 


SKRATCH: Why did you part ways with previous band mates? 

TIM: There's been so many peor. come and go. Let’s just say that it’s everythin: 
from personality conflicts, lack of commitment, moving on with their lives, school, a 
work. We've parted way on good terms with some past members and not so good 
terms with others. 


SKRATCH: Want to rake up some mud for the Skratch readers? 

TIM: Not really....l’d prefer not to dwell on any of the bad stuff with past members 
because there wasn't one person who ever played in this band that we didn’t all have 
good times with. So | just prefer to keep the bad things to myself. It’s all in the past. 


SKRATCH: What bands do you think should be heard that might be pushed 
under the rug because of how the music business works? 

TIM: | think that Strike Anywhere from VA are amazing. | wish that Avail was the 
biggest band in the world. There’s a band from NJ called Ex # 5 who are great. The 
ei os onspiracy from MA. There are so many bandsthat should be popular and we 
all have to sit back and watch assholes like Fred Durst be a role model. 


SKRATCH: That's not nice about Fred Durst...tell me what you really think of 
the prick...! mean musical genius. 
TIM: I’m just floored that someone like him can become a role model. It really says 
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very little for our generation. | mean let's be honest he's a misogynistic frat boy. 
He's the ultimate creation of MTV and he represents everything about music that 
| hate. Plus the few things I've heard off those records just really sucks! | just 
hope he fades into obscurity sooner than later. 


SKRATCH: What advice do you have for upcoming artists looking to bust 
out on the scene? 

TIM: Just stick by ‘a guns. Play the music that makes you happy and don't 
care in the least about the trends. Always speak your mind. Have a singer or 
other band members who have interesting things to say live. | love to see bands 
that have an interesting message in their music and live. 


SKRATCH: Who's the best band to see live because of this? 

TIM: Probably my favorite live band is Avail. Tim is always really sincere on 
Stage. | was also really into seeing Los Crudos live before they broke up. Now 
that was a band with an agenda! 


SKRATCH: What are your feelings on the whole straight edge movement in 
hardcore music? 

TIM: Straight edge to me is d very personal belief that is founded in the hardcore 
scene. | think it's just one small part of a scene that has a lot of different factions 
and that within the scene we should take a live and let live philosophy. In other 
words, I’ve never chosen straight edge as a platform for my lyrics, It's something 
| do for myself. 


SKRATCH: When you play for a predominantly punk crowd or a crowd not 
too keen on hardcore music, how do you approach the show? 

TIM: The same as we approach any show. | don’t make a distinction between 
punk rock kids and hardcore kids. | think we're all a part of one large scene. We'll 
play the same songs, say the same things on stage regardless of who is in the 
crowd. Plus we love to play mixed up bills...like Anti Flag Ensign or Suicide 
Machines Ensign. Those are always the best shows. 


SKRATCH: For those of us who may not know of _ or not know your 

Lier what should we know about you and what album defines you asa 
an 

TIM; Just know that were four guys who have influences from all over. We take 

those influences and personalities and mix them into what Ensign really is. | think 

that our defining record is The Price Of Progression. | think it really shows our 

influences and where were heading as a band. 


SKRATCH: What motivates you as a band after all these years? 

TIM: There's still so much that we haven't done yet. So many places to go and 
people to meet. Plus with Chris and Pnut in the band now there is a totally fresh 
perspective in what were writing. It’s still really exciting. 


SKRATCH: What's the one place you want to go before it's all said and 

done and why that place? 

TIM: | really want to 9° play in Australia. It’s just a place I've always wanted to 

go and we get a lot of mail from down there. I'd also really like to go up and play 
laska. Moscow would be amazing too. 


asia If you could be someone else for a day, who would it be and 


why? 

TIM. I'm pretty happy being me. ace I'd want to be some movie star just to 
see what that pampered lifestyle would be about. Or maybe Jack Black so { could 
get up and play in Tenacious D! 


SKRATCH: Is it just you, or does the whole band realize the D is the great- 
est and best band in the world? 
TIM: I'm not so sure if the whole band has realized the true power of the D. | 
know Nate our bass player is into them. | think the other guys are just too scared 
of the rock the D brings to the van. 


SKRATCH: If you were to write a book about yourself, what would the first 
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chapter be about? 

TIM: I'm not sure. It would probably character develop about a person who was 
foe with a hair trigger temper but at the same time is fiercely loyal to his 
friends. Someone with huge expectations and amazingly low self-confidence at 
times. That's why I'd probably never write a book about myself, 


SKRATCH: Why so down on yourself dude? 

TIM: I’m not sure. There’s just a part of me that is always unsure, always won- 
dering if I'm good enough. If Ensign is good enough. | think | just have a really 
strong desire to succeed at anything | do so I'm constantly worried about it. | also 
always compare myself to friends like Russ from Good Riddance and John from 
a band called The Break. Guys who have great voices and | think | wish | could 
really hold a tune! | get frustrated. 


cae If you were to die tomorrow, how would you want to spend 
toda 

TIM: With my wife in Ocean City, NJ where we got married. I'd have dinner with 
all my friends and get one last chance to say goodbye. 


SKRATCH: Kee ing with the whole death theme, what would you want to 
come back as if reincarnation exists? 
TIM: I'd like to come back as a human and try this whole life thing all over again. 


SKRATCH: Why? Do you have any regrets from the past? 
TIM: | don’t have any regrets, but it would always be fun to try it all over again 
and see what happens. 


SKRATCH: What's the one thing you can't live without? 
TIM: My wife and my music! 


SKRATCH: What's the one thing that if you never saw it again or experi- 
enced it again, it would still be too soon to see or experience it? 

TIM: Besides meat...probably something as simple as the devastation that | wit- 
nessed living in NYC since 9/11. 


SKRATCH: Most of the readership for Skratch is on the West Coast and 
they really can't visualize the destruction as vividly as someone like you 
who was on the East Coast at the time. What kind of things should they 
realize that the media can't justify with their avenues of representation? 
TIM: It’s still really hard to put into the right words. | mean | was getting ready for 
work and 20 blocks away, the WTC was falling down and’! was watching it on 
TV. | mean it was devastating. My biggest problem is the way the media chose 
to portray the situation after a few days. The media does all it can to report things 
that will force people to come back to them like putting a 5-year-old girl on 
who had both parents in the WTC. Just to get the cry factor up. | just don't see 
any humanitarian reason the news would have for tee Belek The whole thing 
really turned me away from the mainstream media. You know what they really 
couldn't show was all the people that put aside political agendas, and issues of 
face and economic stature to come and help out. All the amazing or | met 
when ; ee chance to volunteer. That wasn't a story to the news like the 5- 
year-old girl. 


SKRATCH: Any last words or plugs? 
TIM: Thanks a million. Thanks so much to all the kids that have or us 
over the last few years. Come out and see us on tour. Check out The Hope 
Conspiracy, The Break, Kill Your Idols, Good Riddance, Avail, Stero erider, 
Welcome To Your Life, and Strike Anywhere. Also if you get the chance check out 
the book Our Band Could Be Your. Life. 


Drop us a line at: njensign@hotmail.com or Ensign, 329 east 14th St #3c, NY, 
NY 10003 


Ensign recently finished up a tour with the Suicide Machines and while they're 
on a break from touring, you can check them out on the web at http://www.njen- 


sign.com. 
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A year ago, Adamantium played their tinal show. 
They lett their fans and their musical talent 
aiter their short career of three years of making 
records and entertaining. Iter bet eye acai otf t enn) 
derived from the X-Man character Wolverine, who's 
bones and claws are made from Adamantium, the 
strongest metal known to man. The name Adamantium 
suited the band well “because of their slightly 
influenced metal rifis that provided a sound that 
related to a variety of musical tastes. When 
Adamantium was together, the members produced 
three great albums: From the Depths of Depression, 
When it Rains it Pour, and an Indecision Record 
split series with Bane. The band left a mark in 
the hardcore scene, and provided a future for 
bands to follow. I had the honor to interview the 
guitarist from Adamantium, Aaron, who was one of 
the tive members of the band. Although Adamantium 
have oiticially separated and no longer play 
together as a band, the members still expand their 
musical knowledge in other current bands. 


SKRATCHs Can you tell me a little bit about 
Adamant ium? 

AARON: Adamantium basically 
tive friends who knew very little about playing 
music or making records. We were really lucky to 
get noticed by Dave Mandel, of Indecision Records, 
who gave uS a chance and decided to put out our 
records.e I don’t know what he saw in us at that 
point, because we kinda sucked ... but Dave has an 
eye tor that kind of thing. We didn’t have any 
political views, no issues: on being vegetarian; 
the only thing we had in common is that we were 
all straight edge. 


started in 1996 with 


SKRATCH: Did being straight edge have an effect on 
your band with getting shows and all? 

AARON: At first many sxe bands contacted us about 
shows, so yes it did help. But aiter we toured and 
put out records, I don’t really think that it mat- 
tered. I think we had attention as it was and after 
we had some lineup changes, not every member of 
Adamantium was sxe. 


SKRATCGH: Since you guys are sxe, do you have sex? 
AARON: This is a pretty common question. Straight 
edge has and always will be tor me simply staying 
oft of illegal drugs, ,alcohol and smoking. That's 
my, and most of the people I know, definition of 
sxe. Sex and eating meat have nothing to do with 
it for me. 


SKRATCH: What’s your thoughts on band groupies? 
AARON; Ha ha, tough question. I don’t really deal 
with too many of them. It. would be cool if we had 


a 


I guess it’s really up to 
him/her how they want to act towards people in 
bands, and how those band members want to treat 
them. It really is pretty pathetic when someone 
just wants to be around someone because they are 
in a band, but I guess whatever works for them is 
fine by me. Who am I to say ret a aes right or wrong? 


some. Just kidding. 


SKRATCH: How did Dave notice Adamantium? 

SKRATCH: Dave Mandel set up a show in mid-97 in 
Orange County.-We were lucky enough to be able to 
open the show even though he had no clue who we 
were. After that, he came to another show of ours 
that year, and after. we sent him a copy of our 
first 7”, he wrote us a letter saying how he would 
like to put out a record for us. 


SKRATCH: When and why did you guys break up? 
AARON: After our summer tour of clo mee Ted oe 
through some line-up changes. Things began to work 
very slow because of having to teach new members 
old songs. Our second LP didn’t come out until 
almost two years from our first. Over time, frus= 
tration had built up and when our second drummer, 
Jarrod, informed us that he had to leave the band 
for school in Boston, we decided to put Adamantium 
to rest rather than beat on ourselves any further. 
We played our final show on June 30, 2001. 


SKRATCH; Is there a chance that you guys might get 
back together in the future? 

AARON; As I see it. right now, no. We might possi- 
bly play a reunion show sometime in the future. I 
think we are content with what we accomplished and 


that it’s time to move on to new bands. 


o 5 
SKRATCH: What do you currently do? 


AARON: Around January 2001, I moved to Boston to 
join. a band called The Hope Conspiracy. We have 
been touring constantly and doing many things that 
I wanted to do with Adamantium but never had the 
chance to. 


SKRATCH: Was there a particular message that 
Adamantium wanted to bring across in their lyrics? 
AARON: We were five different guys with five difi- 
ferent ways of looking at issues, so no, we did- 
n't have any particular message. I think the most 
common issue that was ever in our lyrics was 
friendship, which is ironie because friendships 
were hurt between some of the’ members along the 
way, which is what I regret the most. 


SKRATCH: What was the best show that you guys had? 
AARON: That’s a really tough question, we had. so 
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many great shows. I think our first record release 
show on Halloween of '98 was one of the best. That 
was the first time we headlined a big show and the 
reaction from the crowd was amazing. The other 
being our final show last year...We hadn’t played 
a show for six months, and we really didn’t know 
how many people would show up to see us. But for- 
tunately we were given a huge response with a sold 
out showeee it was the best way I could have pic= 
tured going out. 


SKRATCH: What made Adamantiun? 

AARON: Adamantium was fueled by our amazing local 
fans, Dave Mandel and Indecision Records, and the 
fact. that we were all good friends before the band 
started. 
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AARON: Our worst enemy was the schedules everyone 
had to keep. Either being school or work, it caused 
us to never really get off the ground to do as much 
as we could haves. We had so much potential to do 
so much More, but we never could bring it alli 
together. ‘ 


SKRATCH: What is the thing that you miss the most 
UL ede CE hil saab ar eik'g 

AARON: Adamantium was the first band that I had the 
chance to tour the country with. Since then, I’ve 
been through the same clubs over and over with my 
new bands So, I think I really miss. experiencing 
new cities and new clubs, like how it was for us 
on our very first U.S. tour. 


SKRATCH: How did you like the tour with Adamantium 
around the country? Any funny stories? 

AARON: The tours we did around the country had a 
million amazing stories... too many to put into one 
interview. Indecision Records is putting out a DVD 
that (documents) most of our greatest experiences, 
I strongly recommend it. But I wouldn't trade the 
tours I did with Adamantium for anything. 
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SKRATCH: What have you learned in Adamantium that 
taught you not to do it again in future bands? 
AARON: I. think everything about being in 
Adamantium was a. learning experience. Everything 
about what to expect.ftrom club owners to kids that 
come to your shows across the county. Daeg really 
learned to not be disappointed at whatever comes 
at me in new bands... from a@ bad show, to a bad 
tour. Shit happens and you can’t help that. It 
doesn’t matter if Riel ae just starting off or it 
Riel aaa Iron Maiden, bad luck Will always tind its 
way to you and you.just have to not stress about 
it. 


SKRATCH: 
for? 
AARON: I’m not sure if you mean this question per- 
sonally or as being part ot Adamantium... but if 
it’s for Adamantium, then I hope everyone who 
appreciated us will just be able to remember us 
period. We never did: anything ground breaking, so 
if I meet someone 20 years from now that remembers 
us in any way, then I’1l be pretty happy with that. 
If it was a personal question; I know that -every= 
one who considers me a friend of theirs has their 
own reason for why they do. And hopefully, baee any 
able to be remembered for something more than just 
Bate ol there.” 


What do you want to be most remembered 


SKRATCH: Anything else you would like to say to 
your fans? 

AARON: I think our fans know how much we appreci- 
ate them. We would be nothing without them. I would 
like them to know that I would have loved to con= 
tinue Adamantium if it was possible, but it. just 
seemed to be the best for everyone if we closed 
that chapter of our lives. We haven't given up on 
punk and hardcore, most of us have new bands or are 
starting ones as I speak. 


To purchase a Adamantium record, you can go to 
wwweindecisionrecords.com. 












THE PLUS ONES-"11'5 4 canurc» 
AVAILABLE MARCE 19th 2002 yauay 


Featuring EX MR T EXPERIENCE(JOEL) on bass and vooals, 
the Plus Ones deliver one of the standout releases on 
Asian Man Records, 11 tracks of power peop drenched with 
huge melodies, smart lyrics, and great musicianship. GO 
to your lecal punk reck store and ask,.NO demand this new 
release. http://www.plusenes.net 


SHORT ROUND -"uxcuce” 


AVAILABLE MARCH 19th 2002 = 
From the mall capital of N. Calif, YES MILPITAS!! We are 
proud to bring you the debut release ef Short Round. 16 
TRACKS of PUNK ROCK with hints of SKA, Featuring Jasen 
Thinh from the Chinkees on guitar and vocals. This 3 
piece is ready to reok the world. Preduced by Matt Allison 
(alk Trio) & Brendan Kelly from the Lawrence Arms. 
http: //wew.weareshortround.com 

E-MAIL mike@asianmanrecords.com 
BTTP: //WWW.ASIANMANRECORDS .COM. 
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AMR: PO BOX 35585 MONTE SERENO,CA.95030-5585 














"ENEMY OF THE SYSTEM" 
CD/LP AVAILABLE MAY 2002 


Simoe 1981, the Teasters(NYC) have played over 
,000 shows, released ever 10 albums worldwide, a 
toured over 15 countries, & have stuck with SKA 
because they love the music, not beoause it's the 
popular trend http://www. toasters.org 


"ULTRA PANIC" 
CD/LP AVAILABLE APRIL 22nd 2002 


Since 1988, MU330(St. Louis) have played over 
1,400 shows, released 7 full lengths, toured 
over 15 countries, gone through 5 vans, and 
also play SKA because they love the music 
http: //www~.MU330.00m 


E-MAIL mike@asianmanrecords.com| 
HTTP: //WWW,. ASLANMANRECORDS .COM 




























es 


TKO RECORDS 2002 


SLAUGHTER & THE DOGS THE BELTONES ANTISEEN THE GENERATORS 
BEWARE OF... CHEAP TRINKETS. SCREAMIN BLOODY LIVE STATE OF THE NATION 
LP $8 CD $10 PPD LP $8 CD $10 PPD 2XLP $12 CD $12 PPD CDEP $8 PPD 
(ENHANCED CD) (ENHANCED CD) (ENHANCED CD) 


GO) PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS: <p, 
B48 TKO RECORDS 3126 W. CARY ST. #303, RICHMOND, VA 23221 www.tkorecords.com was MoRDAM 
“igs” INTERNATIONAL ORDERS PLEASE ADD $1.00 
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ALAND FAILDE 


If you're an avid listener of metal tinged hardcore music, then you have definitely 
heard the name ZAO mentioned a few times. After countless tours, countless 
member changes, and a reputation of being one of the most brutal metal bands of 
today, ZAO has definitely left its mark on the hardcore scene. The interview was 
taken with Jesse Smith, the drummer and only original member of ZAO. | went into 
this interview thinking it was going to be nothing short of routine, | was definitely 


not prepared for what Jesse had to tell me. 


SKRATCH: | heard ZAO left Solid State Records, were there any reasons why 
you decided not to renew your contract? What label are you guys currently 


working with or plan to work with? 


JESSE SMITH: We're not renewing our contract, we were actually going to sign to 
a major label, but instead made the decision to basically put closure to the band; 
basically wrap things up. We are doing a last record with Tooth & Nail in the sum- 
mer. It will definitely be the last ZAO record ever. We're recording in March and 
April. We're also going to be doing a ZAO cover ZAO record, in which we will be 
doing all the old stuff. The reason we didn’t sign to a major is because we didn't 
want a big label to invest a lot of money in us when we knew that we were going 


to break up on them. This last record will be good, We're writing for it right now. 


SKRATCH: Is ZAO going to be doing a farewell tour? 
JESSE SMITH: We're going to do a month-long tour for this last record, it’s our last 


tour ever. It's going to feature a distinct ZAO line up, Dan Weyandt on 


vocals, and Russ will also be coming back. 


SKRATCH: Being in the band for so long, and being the only original 
member, does the end of ZAO make you sad in any way? 

JESSE SMITH: I’m not saddened by the ending. I'm sick of the hardcore 
scene. I'm sick of the trash talking and I’m not really into metal anymore. 
| totally praise all the kids who have supported us through the years, and 
I'm thankful for the opportunity to make records and sell them, but | just 
want to play music that has melody. I've kind of felt for a while that | defi- 
nitely needed to move on and | finally made the decision. | think ZAO has 
been a band that has meant something to a lot of kids. | didn’t want to start 
putting out crappy records because the band’s integrity had gone down. | 
think when you get to a certain level and make a certain level of money; 
the integrity level goes down. | play music | like, not because it'll make 
money, I'd rather keep my integrity. | also feel we haven't gotten the 
respect we deserve. | think this new record will be great and the tour will 


be awesome with Dan and Russ. 


SKRATCH: What’s this | hear about the band canceling tour dates 
with Juliana Theory? Were there any specific reasons behind it? 
JESSE SMITH: Scott and me decided that we want to move on with life. 
This is something that I've been feeling for a while. 


SKRATCH: The band was also set to take a European tour with The 
Blamed (Tooth & Nail Records). Why did you guys back out of the 
tour? 

JESSE SMITH: We were up for a tour with Kittie and Biohazard, but that 


fell through and left us without a tour. 


SKRATCH: Now, of all the bands you've toured with, who have been 
some of your favorites? 

JESSE SMITH: Darkest Hour, for sure. We've also had good times with 
Lutikriss, Spitfire, Not Waving but Drowning, and living sacrifice. Not 
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Waving but Drowning is very fun to tour with. 


SKRATCH: Do you have any interesting tour stories you'd like to 
share? 
JESSE SMITH: Someone once took a crap in a car and then threw it at an 


oncoming car. 


SKRATCH: Do you play music full-time, if not, what is it you do when 
you’re not rocking out? 

JESSE SMITH: | do play music full-time, but I’ve always had a part-time 
job at an Italian restaurant. | do this because | have a wife and family to 


take care of. 


SKRATCH: Can we expect anything from you in the future? 

JESSE SMITH: My new project will be alternative rock. It’s a solo project 
right now, but I’m looking for musicians. So if anyone reads this and is 
interested in rocking out, please get in touch with me. I’m currently talking 
to a label from Europe. If you're familiar with my solo project that | released 
on Take Hold Records, my new material is much more mature in compar- 


ison. 


SKRATCH: Can you please tell me more about your “American 
Spectator” side project with members of Coalesce\Get Up Kids and 
Training For Utopia. Is it going to be put into action anytime soon? 
JESSE SMITH: It’s all talk and a lot of hype. We don't really know what will 
happen with it. 


SKRATCH: Do you have any words of advice for bands who are work- 
ing hard to reach the level that you have attained? 

JESSE SMITH: Pegple should have integrity and write music they want to 
write. You have to tour, and play as much as possible, put out something 
that people can get into. It's very hard though. I’m in a situation right now 
in which I'm selling my equipment to pay my bills because | don’t have a 


good job. 
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Mates of State 


Riaite aca ae ei meee elt 
fmien.| LP/CD 1/22/02 PRC-046 
“Touching in its exhuberant display of unabashed joy, 
the unconventional organ and drums pop of Kori 
Gardner and Jason Hammel is charming, bright, and 
criminally irresistible.” -Copper Press 


Open Ground 

LP/CD 1/22/02 PRC-047 

Kyle from Rainer Maria delivers an excellent 12 song 
debut with instrumental (and some vocal) help from 
pals Caithlin De Marrais (Rainer Maria) and Mike 
Kinsella (Owen, American Football). 


available on-line at: 
www. lonestar-records.com 
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goodbye blue & white 


A collection of previously released material 
from out of print & limited edition vinyl. 


in stores 2/19/02 
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| have known a lot of people In the "Hardcore Scene”. And | must say | have met 
a lot of assholes, and very few genuine people. You know, people you can hang 
out with. Meeting all the militant “hardline” all the way to the "vegans" dis- 
enchantized me from meeting any people at shows or going to them altogether. 


So when | got the assignment to do the Interview with Jeff Irwin from Will Haven, 
| wasn’t In too much of a hurry. My thought was that he would be another "hard- 
core" clique. While interviewing, | realized | couldn’t be further from the truth. 
He was totally cool. And he was eager to talk about his band and "hardcore" (or 
Just heavy music, as he called it) and music. 


SKRATCH: This is your last album with Rev right? 
JEFF IRWIN: Uh-huh. 


SKRATCH: Where are you guys thinking about going? 

JEFF IRWIN: 1 don’t know. We are kind of playing It by ear right now. We finally Just 
got a manager. We're looking in to getting a lawyer now. So we're just kind of 
putting stuff In place. That's stuff we never really had so, just to take us to the 
next step. We're kind of leery about major labels. We're just trying to find a home 
that we feel comfortable with so we don't have to deal with a bunch of crap like 





we had with the last. 


SKRATCH: So you're going to try to keep It Independent? 

JEFF IRWIN: I don't know. I think we are trying to keep our status to where we are 
somewhat of a cult band still. | think we can be successful and not have that big 
commercial success. | think we can keep It low key, like a fan base that's almost 
like a cult following and loyal fans; die- hard fans. 


SKRATCH: Yeah. 

JEFF IRWIN: You know not Just "everyday Joe fans.” That | think we can make 
somewhat of a, | don't want to say "a living off of It,” but If we can continue to 
grow, if we keep It low key. It doesn't matter If we're on a major or Independent 
label to me. If we Just keep that cool little vibe that we have going now. You 
know I'm not trying to expiolt it too much. Just kind of grow slowly, so that we 
can keep those dle- hard fans for a long time. 


SKRATCH: That sounds cool. Is It making a living for you? 

JEFF IRWIN: No, the only thing enticing about playing with a major label Is to 
where we can be able to do this full time. We're not able to do that now. That's 
the only thing that where were like "Oh okay well, let’s see the best deal that we 


can get out of this." But we're 
kind of leery about playing for 
somebody who Is Just-going to give 
us money. We want somebody who Is 
going to look after us and try to help us 
promote the band and help keep us on the 
road. You know It can be an Independent label 
as well. 


SKRATCH: So what was the problem? Rev was not able to afford 
the touring, or what? 

JEFF IRWIN: No, | think that they are a great label. | think that 
they have done a lot of great things. Where we were heading, I 
don't think they were expecting to handle where we were 
going. You know our first album we got picked up on The 
Deftones tour, and a lot of bands don't get stuff like that. And I 
think for them It was a shock; It was like "wow, this band's doing 
50 dates with The Deftones, you know we really need to figure 
something out here." You know there were times where they 
(Revelation) didn't have a really good distro deal or anything 
like that. So it was just really hard to get the records to the 
stores, and help promote us being on the road. | Just think 
that we kind of outgrew what we were signed for. | 
don't think they expected us to do what we did. |! 
think it took them off for surprise. | don't think it 
was their fault. | don't think it was anybody's 
fault. | Just think that we Just blew up really 
fast. | don't want to say, "blew-up,” but you 
know. 


SKRATCH: It's kind of a nice problem 
eh!? 

JEFF IRWIN: Ha Ha. You know you 
play in front of a thousand 
people a night and It goes 
off really well, they go 
Into the store and 
they can't find your 
record. Probably 
three month's 
later they 





forget who 
” the opening 
r band was. So it's 
” kind of like they 
never heard us in a 
lot of ways. 


SKRATCH: Well, you're get- 
ting a manager and a lawyer, 
= and you're playing in front of two 
— thousand people a night. My ques- 
tion is how much better can you get? 
You know you're playing with The 
y” Deftones, Slipknot and whoever else. 
JEFF IRWIN: Well | definitely think we can take 
y it to another level. Where we get to the point 
a that we can headline, instead of having us support 
ay everybody. | think they (Deftones) would like us to 
get out there and spread our wings. You know get out 
and headline our own shows and do our own thing. Get to 
the point where they were when they took us out. We're still 
really good friends and I know that Is what they would like us to 
do. Grow off of what they have given us. And that is what we are 
trying to do, take it to the level where we can take out other 
bands like they did for us. Take out friends and help them. 


SKRATCH: I have read in a lot of places that you don't like to 
pigeonhole yourselves to a particular title, like hardcore. Now 
is your chance to clear It all up. Do you want to give yourself a 
label? 

JEFF IRWIN: | just think having the (inaudible) label, to me from 
what | saw, was Just hurting bands. Bands that I really like are 
Earth Crisis, Snapcase and stuff like that. We played a lot of 
shows with bands like that and we saw them Jump to Road 
Runner label. It Just seemed the labels were considering them 
a hardcore band. And it seemed the bands were getting a lot of 
raw deals just because they had that “hardcore” status which 
made people think that they didn't deserve to move on. It kind 
of seemed as though they were cut down because of it. And | 
think it Just hurt them because like Earth Crisis is one of the best 
bands around and It just stuck. We wouldn't call ourselves hard- 
core, but we were definitely influenced by a lot of it. We were 
more Influenced by bands like Neurosis and Sepultura. We 


































































started out playing 
with Earth Crisis and 
Snapcase because 
we had friends 
in the scene. I 
think Just a 
lot of 
peo- 
ple 





auto- 
matically 
assumed 
we were a 
hardcore band 
y and a- straight 
y edge band because 
= Wwe were playing with 
those types of bands. That } 
was never our intention. We 
Just wanted to go up there and & 
play with those bands because we & 
enjoy those bands and we wanted to 
play shows and stuff. 





























SKRATCH: Yeah. 
JEFF IRWIN: So | don't think that we are really a 
hardcore band. We never really had a message or . an 
a political view on anything. We just go up there and ‘jag 
play music. If it's metal or hardcore or, whatever. It's 
Just music to me. | just hate being labeled anything; ! 
mean I can understand being labeled metal. 












































SKRATCH: What would be Will Haven's dream tour? Like where 
would you be on the bill, and who would you be playing with? 
JEFF IRWIN: Well, | would love to play with Pantera, Deftones 
and maybe Slipknot because we have toured with those guys 
before and they are so much fun to watch. They are really cool 
guys too. | mean Pantera, Deftones and Slipknot would be a lot 
of fun. ! mean In THAT scene. But | also would love to tour with 
Pink Floyd if possible. But as far as the metal scene, and our type 
of music, those are the three bands that | would like to tour 
with. 


SKRATCH: Who is Will Haven's main songwriter? 

JEFF IRWIN: | write the music, and then Grady writes all the 
lyrics. Usually | will bring the riffs to practice and the mike and 
Mitch will jam on them. You know, like the "hey try thls, try this, 
try this." We will work It out. And then when the song Is done, 
Grady will come in and put the lyrics over them. Grady Is con- 
stantly writing lyrics and he puts them in a book. And then he 
will try to match them up to the song later. 


SKRATCH: What is in the near future for you guys? 

JEFF IRWIN: Well we have our manager now. So we’ve been 
working slowly and trying to bulld up stuff with him. Trying to 
find an agent, then trying to find a label to put out our next 
record. Until then, we are doing a little touring for the record. 
We are doing a West Coast tour starting February 6th. Then we 
go to Europe In March and Japan too arid maybe Australla. Then 
we come home and start writing for a new record. Hopefully 
then we will have some sort of idea where our next record Is 
going to go. 


SKRATCH: Where can we find out information about tours and 
CDs and everything Will Haven? 

JEFF IRWIN: Well we have our website: 
http://www.willhaven.com. We pretty much update that thing a 
lot. There Is also a link on there for CD Now where you can 
order a CD online. Or http://www.revhq.com. Or If you're lucky, 
you can go to Tower and find the record there. 


SKRATCH: Alright, dude thanks for talking to me. Thank you very 
much. 
JEFF IRWIN: Thank you very much, 
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DEATH BY STEREO 
Interview By: Bee Tran 
Pholos courtesy of www.deadon theweb.com 


Interview with: 
Efrem Shultz- Vocals Paul Miner- Bass 
Dan Palmer- Guitar 


Local music scenes lend to spawn a smattering of 
bands that actually prove the lest of time and fan 
base and Death By Stereo is one of these bands. 
Forged in the pits of the hardcore scene for some 
years now, this five-piece juggernaut has grown and 
evolved consistently through both their records and 


most 
importantly their live shows, which pack more 
punch than an upper cut from Mike Tyson. Their 
sound is a solid work'that only seems to get bigger 
and better. From their humble beginnings on local 
cable Indecision Records to their new home in the 
house that punk built, Epitaph Records, DBS has 
been consistent in both their dedication to the 
music and scene that is hardcore music. This has 
only helped them gain more and more respect 
among fans. 


Now ready to unleash their new full length release, 
THE DAY OF DEATH, Death By Stereo is ready to 
further spread their gospel of fire and brimstone to 


the throngs of wanting and waiting hardcore 
music fans, 


After countless attempts at trying to meet up 

with Efrem Shultz, vocalist for Death By Stereo 

and having been cancelled on three times, | 
was about to give up. But luckily, with persis- 

tence and determination, | was finally able to 

bring it all together. | am sitting at The Regan 
Years (arcade) in downtown Fullerton, 
California surrounded by Efrem, Paul, and 
Dan from DBS. So here we go... 


Death By Stereo is Efrem Shultz (vocals), Jim 
Miner (guitar), Dan Palmer (guitar), Paul 
Miner (bass), and Tim Bender (drums). 


SKRATCH: Can you introduce yourselves and 
tell us what you play? 
PAUL: Hey, I'm Paul, | play bass. 
DAN: Dan. | play guitar. 
EFREM: Efrem. | sing! 


SKRATCH: We're missing a couple of people 
here... 

EFREM: Yeah, Jim who plays guitar and Todd, who 
plays drums. 


SKRATCH: Nice! So, how long have you guys been 
together—say, about 4 years now? 

<Efrem and Dan both Jook at each other while Pau! 
eyes Efrem> 

EFREM: I say, four years? 

DAN: Umm... four years? | guess so... 

EFREM: Yeah, about four years. 
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SKRATCH: Hey! | heard from the grapevine that you 
guys are doing something with MTV? What's up 
with that? 

</ smile and throw them a dirly look. Different 
stokes for different folks. > 

EFREM: Haha...we already did it actually! Yeah, 
about 2 weeks ago. 


SKRATCH: Haha, wow. Did you record a music 
video? 

EFREM: Actually, no. We did this show called 
“Flipped.” 

DAN: Yeah, we did Coolio’ song! 


SKRATCH: <Jaughs hysterically> What!? <Hello 
Limp Bizkit! > 
EFREM: Haha... Yeah, we're confused. 


SKRATCH: What’ the name of the song? 

<ffrem looks at Dan> 

EFREM: It's called something like, *! Don't Wanna 
Die". 

DAN: Yeah... 

EFREM: It's on his CD. 


SKRATCH: Did you have to go to New York to film 
the show? 
EFREM: No, we did it here in Hollywood. 


SKRATCH: Badass! So how was that experience? 
EFREM: It was awesome! Coolio is a cool guy! 


SKRATCH: So, I've been getting a lot of comments 
from random DBS fans en your music. A lot of peo- 








ple love that you guys are progressing and that your 
music is forever changing in style. | do notice that 
you guys have a more technical arrangement in 
your most recent album, “Day of Death." However, a 
couple of people are saying thal you guys are 
beginning to fade away from “hardcore” and sound- 
ing more “pop” because the drums aren't as fast as 
before. 

<All three guys stare at each other, looking con- 
fused> 

EFREM: Really? We're poppier? 

DAN: What? 


SKRATCH: Well, | don't know about that one, but in 
my opinion, after listening to both CDs, | like the 
current drummer much more. He catches everything 
* and his drumming fills in all the nooks and cran- 
nies, Well, the “pop" tune is becoming a more mar- 
kelable sound anyway. How do you fee! about all of 
this? 
EFREM: Well, | always thought it was more metal. 
DAN: | wouldn't say we're pop. 
EFREM: It could be a bit pop, but not pop-punk 
though. You know what / mean? 


SKRATCH: Yeah, one of our interns, Becky, loves 
you guys and told me al! about you. She had men- 
tioned that she liked the first album much more than 
the second album because the second album had 
foo much of a “pop-punk” hook to it 

EFREM: Really? Wow... That really funny. Well, 
every record is going to be different you know, but / 
wouldnt say we're turning “pop-punk” though. 


SKRATCH: Ok, so I'm not in a band, but Ve noticed 


that the second album, “Day of Death," has more 
changes. {t sounds more technical and more prolif- 
ic in musicianship. It definitely more progressive. 
Are you trying to build yourself as a hardcore punk 
band? What direction are you going? Where is your 
heart? 

EFREM: Well, we dont think, “Oh, this is what we 
have to do. We have fo go here..." Instead, we know 
we're getting better at what we're doing. It's a natur- 
a! progression as far as the melodic stuff 
goes... we're gelling better at the vocal harmonies. 
It getting more melal. We actually never had a 
direction. ... 


SKRATCH: Haha. Oh really? No direction? 
EFREM: Yeah, we were just going for it 


SKRATCH: Do you guys label yourself under a cer- 
fain genre? 
EFREM: Hmm... 


SKRATCH: You know, some bands shelve them- 
selves under a specific category such as "hardcore," 
“emo,” “pop” or "ska." Yeah, labeling sucks doesn't 
it? 

EFREM: Umm, we'e just a band. 

PAUL: We just play music! 

EFREM: We dont like putting a label on our music. 
/ mean, we like hardcore, punk, and metal....AND 
COOLIO... 

</ laugh out loud> 

EFREM: ... So we just play all of them. 

DAN: Yeah, whatever we've interested in. 


SKRATCH: Do you have any influences from the old 


School roots of punk rock? 


EFREM: Oh, totally! The old Bad Religion, Bad , 


Brains... 


SKRATCH: Blackflag? Circle Jerks? 
EFREM: Oh totally! 


SKRATCH: Discharged? 

EFREM: Oh, Discharged is a good band, but I don't 
think we bring much of their sound into our music. 
DAN and PAUL: Yeah, definitely not... 


SKRATCH: Well, who/what influenced you to play? 
What are your major influences? 

EFREM: Iron Maiden. Swedish black metal, bands 
like At the Gates... 


SKRATCH: | listen to “hardcore” and to me, | define 
“hardcore” as power with a heavy crunch sound. 
Can you, in your own words, define “hardcore"? 
What does “hardcore” mean to you?. 

<The guys look at each other...5 second pause...> 
EFREM: Hmm... let see... define hardcore... 


SKRATCH: Yep! 

<Dan laughs> 

EFREM: Well, a long time ago, | think hardcore is a 
lot different than it is now. | mean, people called The 
Misfits a hardcore band. They called Bad Religion a 
hardcore band. The Dead Kennedy’ is a hardcore 
band, you know? 

DAN: Yeah, people called them "hardcore" back in 
the 808.. 

EFREM: When | think of hardcore, | think of Sick Of 
It All. Yeah, it& hard to define what exactly “hard- 
core" is... you know what | mean? 


SKRATCH: Well, what does it mean to you? 

PAUL: Tough music, angry words... not that much, 
like, solo-ie, metal type stuff 

EFREM: Yeah, nowadays, its pretty much metal 


without solos. 

PAUL: Back in the day....like 15 years ago, it was 
like punk rock wasn't as melodic, you know? 
EFREM: Yeah. 

DAN: It was more angry... 


SKRATCH: Were you guys into the GBH scene? 
EFREM: Oh, | like GBH a lot... 


SKRATCH: Wow, really? That's cool. Were you guys 
born and raised here? 

<ffrem points to Dan> 

EFREM: He was actually born in England. 


SKRATCH: Hey! Badass! 
PAUL: Yeah, and | was born and raised in Guam. 


SKRATCH: Guam? 

<Efrem laughs> 

PAUL: No. 

EFREM: But the rest of us were born and raised here 
in So. Cal. Well, actually, our drummer is. from 
Connecticut. Yeah, and the rest of us are from 
California. 


SKRATCH: And your new drummer is Bill Bender? 
<The boys look at each other and Efrem is cracking 
up uncontrollably> 

EFREM: Haha...no! Umm...his name is actually 
Todd! 

<Paul and Dan are laughing hysterically in the 
background> 

PAUL: Haha... Bill... 

EFREM: Hahaha. Someone at Epitaph cut his name 
wrong on the press release so all these magazines 
started calling him Bill Bender He was kinda 
bummed at first and we just did nothing, but call 
him Bill. People would walk by and go, ‘Hey, Bill 
Bender!" and eventually ended up calling him Bob 
and a bunch of different names. it's funny; people 
still call him by the wrong name! 
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DAN: Yeah, but we have Todd now... 
EFREM: Yeah...we have Todd. We're moving on to 
a third drummer now... <Jaughs> 


SKRATCH: Haha... OK, moving on. You have a pic- 
ture of your old drummer on your CD... 
EFREM: Yeah. 


SKRATCH: | heard from rumors that it was sup- 
posed to be a joke, because you guys hale him? 
EFREM: What? No! 

DAN: No, no, no! 

EFREM: Haha. We should put that in our frequently 
asked questions because thats not true at all. We 
Jove him! Paul and | are actually making a record as 
a side project. 


SKRATCH: Hmm...can you tell us about this side 
project? 

EFREM: It called, Struck By Lightening. I'm play- 
ing guitar, Paul$ playing bass, oh, and Dave 
Mandel, the guy who runs Indecision Records is 
gonna sing. We're going to make a 7 inch. 


SKRATCH: Wow, really? 
EFREM: Yep, very, very, very punk. 


SKRATCH: Do you have a website out for that yet? 
EFREM: No, but we should! But it's going to be very, 
_ very, Very punk. 


SKRATCH: Very “punk"? 
EFREM: Mmhmm. Very noisy! 


SKRATCH: Can you each name one album that epit- 
omizes hardcore? 

PAUL: Sick of It All—“Scratch the Surface" 
EFREM: Hmm. Yeah... 

DAN: Yeah... Sick of It All, that’s the epitome of 
hardcore right there. 

EFREM.: Yeah, let's make it a group call. 


SKRATCH: What message/s {if any) are you trying 
to convey through your music? 

EFREM: Have fun! That$ number one. 

PAUL: A Jot of our lyrics are like, about personal 
issues that people can relate to. You know, it helps 
them get through whatever. Many people interpret 
us differently, maybe a little bit more than we are. | 
mean, we're not raising a flag and telling people to 
save the world, although we do believe. in certain 
issues. 

EFREM: We have our individual beliefs; we dont 
just have one political stance. You go fo some of 
these shows and there's fighting and all this bull- 
shit. If you're not going to have fun, you're never 
gonna have some type of unity you know? 


SKRATCH: Right... 
EFREM: It's like, we just get into a room and rock 
out and everyone’ having a good time. 


SKRATCH: Do you think punk is dead or alive? 
EFREM: | think it alive, 

PAUL: Yeah... 

DAN: It keeps changing and changing... . 

EFREM: Music keeps on changing. . 

PAUL: It's kinda sick in a way. What becomes lame 
becomes cool 5 years later. 

DAN: | think it been watered down a Jot. ItS so 
commercialized. It's like, such a fashion now. 
EFREM: Yeah, you have the super commercial punk 
and then youve got the save-the-world punk. When 
you look at the two, they have nothing fo do with the 
original punk, because the original punk didn't care 
about shit! They just wanted to sniff glue and fuck- 
ing didn't care. They didn't want fo be a rock star 
and they didn't want to save the world... you know? 


SKRATCH: What's your favorite hardcore porn? 
EFREM: Oh, wow! Nice! Haha, Oh God, what was 
that video called? <thinking> Umm. 


.PAUL: “Buttman and Buddapest"! 


DAN: Yeah! That's a good one! That was on our bus 
in Europe. 


SKRATCH: Hahaha. Oh yeah? 

DAN: My favorite is “Shit Dinner." 

EFREM: “Cruel Whips." its with this girl who gets 
tied up and they have her sticking her tongde out 
and they're electrically shocking her. tongue and she 
goes, “AHHHH!" AHHHHI!" 

PAUL: Haha. Yeah, and “Buffy the Vampire Layer." 
EFREM: Yeah! That's a good one dude! 
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BELIEVE IN CERTAM ISSUES 


SKRATCH: Wow. Looks fike you guys are into the S 
& M scene. 

EFREM: Haha. Yeah, we tie each other up and whip 
each other all the time. There's actually this black- 
market film, an Italian film. You can find it. Its 
called, “128 Days of Sodom." It's rough! 


SKRATCH: So what's in your CD player right now? 
DAN: I'm listening to Muse—“Origin of Symmetry." 
PAUL: Umm...1 have Cradle of Filth. 

EFREM: Yeah, | was listening to that today. 

DAN: Oh yeah, lets see... the new Bad Religion 
record, 


SKRATCH: Speaking of which, you guys played with 
them in San Francisco and Hollywood about 2 
weeks ago! How was that? 

EFREM: Amazing. 

DAN: It was awesome! 

EFREM: Totally cool. 

DAN: The best show we ever played actually. 


EFREM: Haha, yeah. 


SKRATCH: Which show did you like the best? 
THE BOYS ALL TOGETHER: The Roxy! 
EFREM: Definitely, The Roxy. 

DAN: By far! 


SKRATCH: Why’ that? 
DAN: Cause we're in LA and the kids know us. 


SKRATCH: Is Bad Religion a major influence on you 
guys? 


iS =" 


" EFREM: Oh, definitely. listened to that band my 
whole life in high school. 





SKRATCH: So, are you guys touring now? 
EFREM: No. 
DAN: We're working on a record actually. 


SKRATCH: You think you can fill us in on that? 
PAUL: Oh, itS going to sound so much like Blink 
182... uh huh.. 

EFREM: Hahaha, Oh yeah! Its like... Blink 182 
meets Linkin Park and the drums are going to be 
way more poppy. Heheh. Hows it that these kids are 
thinking we're more. poppy? 


SKRATCH: | don't know. | just asked a couple ran- 
dom OBS fans and that's what | heard. 

DAN: | think it because the first album was written 
around the drums. Maybe thats why the drums 
seemed more upfront. The second album was more 
guitar orientated. 

EFREM: Yeah. But now we'te more concerned about 
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everybody, It all about the song, not just one person, you know? 


SKRATCH: Do you have a website? 
EFREM and DAN: www. deathbyslereo. net. 


SKRATCH: Ok, so pretend youte Miss Cleo. In your very best 
Jamaican accent predict the future of your band to me. 

EFREM: In my best Jamaican accent huh? Haha, Hmmm lets see. 
Cleo’ Jamaican accent sounds totally fake, by the way. She starts to 
sound Irish. 

DAN: So you gotta do it quite well. Go ahead Efrem. 

EFREM: Hmm. Predict our future... 
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DAN: More strange collaborations. 

EFREM: Yes! 

DAN: Maybe some Coolio and uh, Joe Cocker... 

EFREM: Joe's mom dated Joe Cocker, by the way. But anyway, were 
going to tour a lot! 

PAUL: All over the world. 


SKRATCH: Europe? 
MARK: Yeah, Australia, Japan, England. Places like that. 


SKRATCH: Most memorable show? 

EFREM: I'd say The Roxy with Bad Religion and Laramie, Wyoming 
because both of these guys stood up on poo! tables doing solos for 70 
people! | forgot what the place was called. 

DAN: Switzerland was amazing. 

EFREM: Oh yeah! 

DAN: It's amazing to be playing on the other side of the world and have 
a room full of people singing along to our songs. It's probably one of 
the most incredible experiences in my life! 


SKRATCH: And how does that make you feel? Just playing across the 
world for the first time and seeing all these people singing along to 





your lyrics? 

EFREM: It rules! We went with all these people telling us, “Your first 
time is fucking, the roughest, you'e going to have the shittiest time, 
its gonna suck." But when we got there, we partied the whole time! 


SKRATCH: What about attitudes from fans? Before and after you guys 
were signed to a big indie label such as Epitaph? 

EFREM: It-hasn't changed, | guess. 

DAN: We pick up new fans here and there. 


SKRATCH: | heard you were picked up by Epitaph because one of your 
friends worked there? 





EFREM: Well, one of our friends was a webmaster there and Mike just 
over heard it. He called Paul's house. 

PAUL: Yeah, he was like, “Hey, so when are you guys playing? Id like 
to see you." 


SKRATCH: Hehe. Wow, you probably said, “fuck you"... and hung up, 
en? 

EFREM: Haha. Almost, yeah. Couldn't believe it. 

PAUL: ...and he actually showed up and watched us play in front 
of... what...like, 10 people! 


SKRATCH: How long have you been with Epitaph? 

EFREM: How long? 

DAN: It been like, a year and a half. 

EFREM: Our last record was released January 23. We have 2 more and 
then theyll drop us and our careers are over! <pretends fo wipe a lear> 
Yeah, and each one of our records will be more progressive and uh, 
more “poppier." Haha... 


SKRATCH: Yeah, just for Becky! Say hi to Becky. 
EFREM: Hi Becky! 
DAN: Becky! 





PAUL: Becky! Becky! 

EFREM: Oh, we'll have some shredders for you Becky, Don't worry! 
DAN: Yeah, more guitar solos for Becky! 

EFREM: Yes! Definitely more solos for Becky! 

DAN: Oh, and more eyebrow rings for Becky! 

EFREM: Yes! 

<!'m laughing hysterically> 


SKRATCH: Any last words? 
EFREM: Last words...Hmm... 
DAN: More pop less metal! 
EFREM: 





Yeah, 3 
Haha. That's right, pop! 

DAN: Pop to the top! 

EFREM: Umm...more solos for all these bands who say they're hard- 
core, but they're really metal without solos. 

DAN: Say hi to the scene! 

EFREM: Yeah, what's up scene! 


SKRATCH: Well, thank you so much guys! 
EFREM: No, thank you! 

DAN: Thanks Bee. 

PAUL: Bye! 

EFREM: ...and bye Becky! 


Alas, the interview came to an end. It wasn't that bad! These guys were 
actually really nice and down to earth. Heres the God damn awful 
truth don't listen to Death By Stereo and never have until the day | 
got their press kit and Becky saturated me in DBS marinade, But | 
wouldn't over look them and they are definitely worth a try! 


My opinions don't speak for anyone, but myself. Go check them out at 
www.deathbystereo. net and judge for yourself! 





Interview by Jeff Lockwood 


We're an aggressive outlet for 
ourselves and for a lot of other 
people. You almost have a 
sort of sense of obligation not 
only to yourself, to work out | 
your own issues, which you 





balance of personalities at this point and it just 
works. I think with previous line-ups, it proba- 
bly would have been tough as well. 


SKRATCH: Do you think now with all the stuff 
that happened last month (terror attacks. in 
NYC and DC) that playing shows and just hav- 
ing your music out there takes on new meaning 
and significance? 

JACOB: You know it's kind of funny that you 
bring that up. I was talking to a friend of mine, 
Gordon, who runs Escape Artist there, when we 
were in Pennsylvania about that very thing. We 
left for tour on Thursday, which is basically two 
days after everything went down. And our first 
show was in Connecticut and I drove through 
New York City that night. We were in the New 
York/New Jersey/Philadelphia area for 3-4 days 
just playing a huge amount of shows. And there 
MEUM aire h ac womens mca initia meena aw AY 
lot of shows were sporadically attended and peo- 
ple were just a little weirded out. I think people, 
for the most part, were displaced. They weren't 
sure what they: should be doing; [The people 
were having] An overwhelming sense of respon- 
sibility and guilt and displacement, and yet they 
were just kind of searching for their own outlet. 
What Gordon said to me, which made a lot of 
Bor RY Ct aR\ZtC a Cauca come ley hte Cae er Tae 
and what a lot of the bands that were still con- 
PUTA MET eaert cet roe aetna eT) 
bringing a sense of normalcy to a lot of people's 
lives who desperately need it. That made alot of 
sense. We're an aggressive band. We're an 
aggressive outlet for ourselves and for a lot of 
other people. You almost have a sort of sense of 
obligation not only to yourself, to work out your 
own issues, which you normally do on stage, but 
it had another sort of higher meaning when 
you're out there and there's such a sort of cata- 
strophic amount of drama and tension in the air. 


SKRATCH: That's interesting. Last year the 
Republican National Convention was in 
Philadelphia and I went to some of the alterna- 
tive convention discussions and speeches. 


Michael Franti was speaking at one of them,.and ' 


he mentioned that during all of the craziness at 
the WTO protests in Seattle in 1999, someone 
asked him how a band could be playing music 
during’ all of the violence surrounding the 
protests. And he said that is when people need 
Pitts tema yom nites 

JACOB: It's so true. It's just not something you 
think about right away. You don't think about 
your own specific role and sort of leveling the 
playing field and just being a catalyst for people 
to pour out their emotions. And to be fortunate 
OU TH E Con ACE aL oat ae Tea tte 


SKRATCH: As far as labeling goes’ I've heard 
everything from straight edge to metal being 
applied to you guys. I can't say you're one or the 
other. Is that on purpose? 

JACOB: You know we've been a band for 10 
years. We have roots & our roots are in the hard- 


core and punk movement. I grew up around 
metal & around 80's metal. I used to follow my 
brother around all the time. All his friends were 
listening to Motorhead and Iron: Maiden and 
everything from Autograph and Y&T to like 
later when things got a little more aggressive. 
When they started to get into the heavier stuff, 
they didn't like it all that much, They were into 
the louder. stuff and they passed on a lot of the 
harder stuff to me, so they gave me Metallica's 
Ride the Lightning when I was a little kid. 
Because they opted for Blue Oyster Cult and 
Rush, They really opened me up to a lot of 
metal. And metal in turn really ended up being 
really the building blocks for extreme thrash 
and speed metal and ‘stuff like that. And that's 
the scene I followed for a really long time. We're 
all just music connoisseurs., We love music and 
we love the independent music ¢ommunity. 
Back then I went from all that stuff to the early 
Earache material. I got really into all that stuff. 
It wasn't stuff that you really couldn't classify. It 
was just all over the place. Pretty much where 
we see our band is reminiscent-of that. We're 
fairly well rounded in our sound. And we have 
PU terme sees MKC m MUN CCE THC MU Cce Com TINZe) Kee! 
in the scene in a lot of ways. So people are just 
going to have to lump us into being a metallic 
hardcore band or an extreme punk band or 
something like that. But when you see.us share 
a stage with a metal band like Danzig, or even'a 
more extreme band like Exhumed or something, 
bo conmmacue tinh ucel grove acme cu ccus tren ima it 
hardcore scene. Honest music. You know? 
Metal doesn't have that certain degree of hon- 
esty and neither does punk rock necessarily. So I 
think we relate more to hardcore in that respect. 


SKRATCH: What about the mainstream? 
What do you think of the mainstream and 
MTV and stuff like that? 

JACOB; Well it doesn't really affect my life at 
all. I don't have cable. I don't really watch TV 
that much. To me, it's just another propaganda 
machine. Any other mainstream press or media 
is like that. It's no secret that Sony will pay such 
and such out ‘to Rolling Stone magazine if they 
put *NSYNC or someone on the cover, It's just 
a perfectly organized system of manipulation in 
advertising and positioning. And MTV is no dif- 
ferent. MTV is amazingly political like that. 
PU Oe nc ccm ca Namco eee Cca TSC eam Women bi 
support what's safe and what's deemed accéssi- 
ble. It's not like it's a grand conspiracy theory or 
anything like that. It's just the way things are. So 
it's really rough to take any of those media out- 
lets seriously. I don't really pay that much atten- 
tion to mainstream press. You know, it's inter- 
esting with this album, we've gotten. more atten- 
tion from.that press than we ever have. And we 
en cae ana ac MoM me eS eee iti ta cer neta y 
non-acceptable album to the mainstream sort of 
aia yea ted eae Uc ae TCO MDT aa com arom ers IT cer 
esting. .It makes me wonder what is going on in 
music right now..I just have a feeling that people 
are looking for substance and they haven't had it 


in a great number of years. In my opinion they 
haven't had it since Nirvana. And people a 
looking for that. They're looking for something 
more than the hook, even if they don't know it, 
their ears are begging for something else. 


SKRATCH: Ir seems like it's almost a cyclical 
thing. I definitely see. the tide starting to 
change. Everybody's starting to get sick of the 
manufactured pop bands. Like it happened ten 
years ago, and 'I think it even happened, to a 
point, five years ago. And | think it's starting to 
happen again. People are sick of it for the most 
jority 

JACOB: There's something to be said about a 
hook, and in the same breath, there's something 
to be said about legitimate emotion: in song: 
And that's where my roots lie. And that's what 
interests me about artists and music in general. 
I immerse myself in a band when I hear a band 
and J enjoy a band, Right now I'm completely 
obsessed with Ryan Adams (not the cheesy guy 
from Canada, but the now-solo leader of the alt- 
country band Whiskeytown). 


SKRATCH: Yeah! He just played here on 
Saturday night, but I missed him. 

JACOB: He's absolutely phenomenal. I wasn'ta 
big Whiskeytown fan, they were ok, but his solo 
fenestra ceric 


SKRATCH: I think Whiskeytown. is iN 
good, too. 

JACOB: I do, too. But I think it just didn't have 
the same sort of emotional girth that this stuf 
does. His approach is kind of like "Nebraska"! 
era Bruce Springsteen. Just like the heartfelt; 
passionate songs that are just like phenomenal. 
And that's what I'm looking for in music & 
something that turns my head and makes a per-} 
sonal sort of connection with me. And I think 
that's what a lot of people are looking for right 
now. It's interesting to see what's going to hap 
pen in music in the next year. I'm curious. 


SKRATCH: Should be interesting. Even on Jan 

Doe. There's a lot of emotion on there 
Needless to say. 

JACOB: Well it's avery honest record for us. It’ 

a very passionate record for us. Whether peopl 

see that or not, it's easily the most person: 

we've ever done, Or at least lyrically that I've 
ever written, Musically, it also captures that sor 

of aggression.’ At least in my view it does. The 
iret c non con cer (enc) ba olooie le) (acerca aio 
on tape the way I feel it needed to be heard. 


SKRATCH; That's about all I have. I appreciate 
it and thanks for your time. 
JACOB: Alright, man. Take care of yourself. 


Converge will be-back on the road during the 
last week in November to doa few shows. Fo 
more info on the band, check out their site a 
www.convergecult.com., 
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Dave: My family, friends, 
snowboarding, skate board- 
Ing, all bands that | still listen 
to and the new bands that 
come out that I dig. As a mat- 
ter of fact, my girlfriend 
Djeni and | live together with 
our daughter Lexy. 
Hopefully, Djeni and | will be 
married soon. I’m still saving 
for the “Hope Diamond”. 


Your last record was 
released by Epitaph. Did you 
receive criticism that it was 
not a good home for a hard- 
core band. What are your 
thoughts? é 

Dave: Yeah, we received 
some criticism for signing to 
Epitaph. But Vision is not just a 
Hardcore band, we’re. also a 
Punk band. So it was a fine home! 


During the summer of 2001, 
Epitaph dropped Vision form 
their roster. Is this correct? 
What happened and where to 
now? 


Vision are a bunch of good hardcore kids. Wait, 
no --they do not like to be pigeonholed. 
Nonetheless, these HARDCORE veterans began 
their little voyage in 1987 when pink was cool 
and real fans went to real hardcore shows. Back 
then they played with bands likeYouth of 
Today, Bold, Burn, Agnostic Front, Leeway, and 
The Cro-Mags. Shit man, Sick Of it All used to 
open for these fine young men known as Vision. 


Read on and see why Thrasher magazine voted 
Vision one of the 10 Best Live Bands. 


Hi there dave. What animal. would best emanate 
your band's personality? 
Dave: An elephant, because they never forget! 


When did you first get into music? What was the 

first record that made you really feel some- 

thing? 

Dave: | first got into music when | was about 8 
~ years old. The record was Cheap Trick, Live at 

Budakon. Then came any KISS record. 


What does hardcore mean to you? What are 
your thoughts on living and breathing hard- 
core? Are you a big fan of the straight-edge 
lifestyle? 

Dave: Hardcore & Punk Rock mean living your 
life by your own rules, no matter what they are. 
As well as being yourself! It means to live your 
life to the fullest in everything that you do. 
Living and breathing Hardcore is a great thing 
as long as it doesn’t make you jaded 
towards everything else in life. Yes, I’m 
a fan of the “straight edge” life style. 
I’m a fan of all life style’s. As long as 
you’re not hurting anyone. 


! understand Vision refuses to be 
pigeonholed into one musical genre or 
another. Is this true? | ask because this 
is the hardcore issue. 

Dave: Why yes, this is true Scott! 












































Dave: Yes, this correct. 
We’re not 100% sure of 
where we'll be next. But I do 
know that certain people at 
Epitaph were not into our 
band at all and would not 
give us the support we 
needed. So now we move 
onl!! 


What can one witness in your 
opinion in a live VISION 
show? 

Thrasher magazine Voted 
VISION one of the 10 Best Live 
Bands. Do you feel 
VISION was a_ valid 
choice? 

Dave: Yeah, | think 
VISION is a valid choice. 
When you come to a 
Vision show you can 
expect a Live, 
Energetic, musically 
tight group of mental 
patients on stage. If this 
is not your idea of a 
good time, go home! 


With last year's addi- 
tion of Todd Hamilton, 
formerly of NYC's 
Warzone, how has this 
changed the band's 
ideology or sound? 
Dave: First, Todd joined 
the band about 4 years 
ago. His influence came 
mostly musically. With 
a very solid and talent- 
ed bass player, it 
strengthened our 
rhythm section. 


Playing the same type of music for so 
many years would get boring. So we 
like to mix it up a little bit. Hardcore or 


Where do you see the future of 
hardcore heading? Has it lost its 
edge and credibility? 






Not? 


How do you feel hardcore bands have 
influenced you? What hardcore bands 
back in the 70's and 80's have inspired 
you mentally? 

Dave: Well if it wasn’t for Hardcore and 
Punk bands, we would have never started 
Vision. What more of an influence could you ask 
for? As for the bands, here are a few: The Clash, 
The Bad Brains, Dead Kennedy's, Circle Jerks, 
Minor Threat, Bad Religion, Agnostic Front, Dag 
Nasty, etc. 


In everyday life what inspires you besides 
music? Have any kids? Married? 






Dave: | don’t 
think it will 
ever lose it’s 
edge or cred- 


itability. As far 
as the 
future... | 


believe that’s 
uncertain for 
everything. 


Worst thing 
that has ever 
happened to 
the band? 

Dave: Our long 
time friend 





and guitar player’s parent’s house, recently burnt to the ground. They lost 
everything. Our condolences go out to Pete Tabbot and his family. 


What influences your songwriting? 
Dave: Social issues. Personal conflicts with ourselves, and other people. And 
just everyday life. 


In your songwriting, will your sound ever evolve into something else 
straying from hardcore? Or must you keep your roots? 

Dave: Just the other day we received a seven figure offer from a major 
label to become the next boy band.....but we said, nah, let’s stay fuckin’ 
Hardcore. 


What _ the worst thing you ever heard that came out of someone's 
mouth 
Dave: The answer to the last question. 


What are your political views? 
Dave: Politics, schmolitics...kill everyone now! 


What kind of belief systems do you despise/completely disagree with? 
What's worth fighting for? 

Dave:! despise any belief that some one pushes and you. Life liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness is worth fighting for. And so are chicks with big tits, 
dude! 


i a minute here, let's play a little word association ... 
ave: 

Hate: Poverty 

Love: Djeni 

dead: Kennedy‘s 

passion: sex 

red: red lead (grandma‘s sauce) 

house: family 

money: Hoover (consent vacuum stuck to my pocket) 
yellow: Belly Sap Sucker 

corporation: 80’s Cock Rock 

integrity: Vision 


About your fellow band members, Anyone have strange habits? 
Who is the pessimist in the band? 
Dave: Paul is the pessimist, for sure. No real strange habits | can think of. 


On a lighter note...Dave, regarding your stance when you sing (when you 
hold the mic in real close and you flex your biceps)...are you purposely 
exhibiting the python biceps there, kiddo? 

Dave: Well, to tell you the truth...1 really only weigh about 80 pounds and 
my really look like two strings hanging from my torso. So the one’s you see 
in the pictures are all computer generated for the chicks and my insecuri- 
ty problems. 


Lyrically, what messages do you wish to get across to your listeners? 
Dave: Every song is different so we’re not pushing any particular message 
to anyone. Just buy the records and take the songs for what they’re worth. 


btn the best way a fan can get in touch with Vision? What are your tour- 
ng plans? 

Dave: The best way is to go on our website, www.visionhardcore.com 
http://www. visionhardcore.com, which has been reconstructed. You can 
find our e-mail addresses and the tour dates on the website. Once the new 
record is done, we will touring as much as possible. 


Any Issues you would like to bring up before ending this interview? 
Dave: “Everyone, go out and buy our records and come see us when we 
play your town!” 


What Is the worst way to say good-bye? 
Dave: Good Bye!!!! Thanks for the interview! 


tf 


Vision Discography: 

1987- self - titled 7" New Scene Records \ 5 " 

1988- undiscovered 7" New Scene Records FE 5 

1990- In the Blink of an Eye - full -length - Tacklebox Records Pye aaah a 

1992- Just Short of Living Full-length Criminal records--re-released in q Arc) 

2002 by Knife or Death Records Ps abel Y 
1997- One and the Same---EP --- Corrupted Image Records SED 


2000- Watching the World Burn--full-iength-Epitaph Records” en sae fe Mie 
Paes ie 
Pe Rat hee 


“Just buy the records and 
take the songs for what 
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still available 
Audiocrush 
"s@ yeu Or these flewers” cd 


| SPIRE SERMON 


"freaks and healers" cd 
5 age Www.loreleirecords.com 
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INTERVIEW BY: NIKI EREpIA (AKA NIKI-HRISD 
PHOTOS BY: MATT cIcLICTIL 


CRUSTATION NaTION Is: 
DRUMS= MIKE 

Bass= BRYAN 

GUITAR= CHRIS 

GUITAR- RYal 


WHat KINL OF NOISE WOULD YOU 


GET If YOU THREW PIVE GRUNGY 
GUYS INTO THE OCEAN? WHY, 
CRUSTaTION NaTIon oF 
COURSE! WITH BaRTH—SHaKING 
SONGS. INSPIRING CRUSTaTION 
LIBERATION, THESE HaRDCORE 
KIDS aRE MAKING THEIR iiaRK 
IN ORANGE COUNTY aNb: SHOWING 
EVERYONE HOW TO TRULY “ROCK 
YOUR SHELL!” 





arene on My Bae boned des oy TToy 1) ao bo tbat tt ohh) ) Pores 
Fy poet WEL Man 3 3 ae} 3 et 
re Earp Ep cr we re crusties! Four crusty kids 
AVE: I don ite i 
marae peas knoy Some kid made it up and hg 
sy : It was a gang, a (5-3) eb aah a es BAT oB| 
AU: But now there are five crusties, not tour! 


were like “on, 


SKRATOH: Well, how do you guys feel about the following 
Pree beet aS ey eS Mle ees ee Ce Cid scene? ss 
CRUSTATION NATION: It's pretty cool. 

WIKE: It’s gay! 2 

psyco OV ireme Tee te tee aoe acne K- aS cee aah ghar mettre Dee ee cto ea 
ell, we still get made fun of but Sid people like use 
AVE: We know the kids that like us don + like us because 
it’s cool, they like us because they like us! 

RYAN: Because it doesn't get them teen points, it gets 
Per Mey cope, ee ttt ee Peo am wes Cee 


SERATOHs: So what would. you say is Prats 
favorite song to play at a show? 
CRUSTATION NATION: We don’t really have a 
favorite song we like to play. 
pew bony bed new stuff. 
CHRIS: “Burn my black heart’ is my tavorite, 
ps don t know; I like it the most. 
pee Slayer (laughs), Rain in Blood! 

: Oh yeah, the Slayer cover? (Both . 
BRYAN: Boobies! “ eeiruipel 


SKRATCH: Anything else Crustation Nation 
wants their fans to know? 
DAVE: If you want to donate money to 
Oba Dea me NPA) Mtoe Ak 7 
shirts and stuff and 
the new CD, we ‘are 
aT obo er weep ath eA 
Nation CD Donation fund kind of 
thing that we'll hand out at the shows. 
Any bit of change and lint will. help! 
And we will probably have some shows 
coming up soon at. either 
Showcase Theater, Koo’s 
Cate, or Chain 50 
come to coe 
£} Coy Manos) Cd 
are good. 
MIKE: It’s a 
.¥ rf 5] i 
hae eet abel 
Nation. cD 
Donation! 
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bringin’ you the best in 
independent sounds 


CHECK QUT QUR LOCAL SECTION WELL EVEN aes YQUR @AND’S a ion 
FREE MPSS, TOUR DATES, BAND NEWS, RECORD LABEL NEWS... 
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PRINTED 
T-SHIRTS 


As low as 


S$ 2 15 
per shirt 
White Shirts 


ite 
One Color/One Side 


Hey that’s 


Discounts for 
PUNK and 
HARDCORE Bands 


72 HOUR 


TURNAROUND 


unless you piss us nif, or Michelle's OTR 


NEW NEW NEW 


T BUTTONS 


you know you want them and 
you want them from US, beyatch! 


PR LNT 


PATCHES 


Cheap Cheap Cheap 


Order some damn 
shirts from us now! 


818-342-0521 


www.angrygirl.org 
or email: michelle@angrygirl.org 


We know who 
You are and 
where you live... 
So order NOW! 


| was exposed fo the bowling alley at an early age. My parents were very social people. Parenthood didn't interfere with the swaniic cocktail parties or the mid- 
night bowling league. So there was, contently sleeping through the crashing.pins and beer induced screams of “strike!" 


Unfortunalely. those early:years didn 1 parlay into the inheritance of my parents stellar bowting skills. A few years back, my best friend assembled a ‘for the 
hell of it" bowling feague: Alter'six months of throwing the ball every week, | still sucked: But a great time getting together in a laid back: Scene that was 
‘away from the bars and clubs, where:we could throw back the booze ahd shoot the.shit while poking fun:at our skills, or lack thereof. There were some seri- 
ous bowlers (unlike tis); Women wha were. still ec gut ating acid wash jeans eee i HE ThE 


enjoyable. 


In an era where fechnology' has — US Info # sce of one, “and people interact more on e- -mait and i ng. 
ing increasing popularity with newer generations that dant necessary fit the “bowling mold." Same alley’ Rockin’ Bowling hs with: alternative music and: 


glow in the dark pins are the fad these Mean dt has ev 


This soe night, face-to- ie oon leraction is alive an well at Thorton’ Sonesia ta 
$ of Bid and Goors are flow 


loupnamen ie Pit 


This isn't your parent bowling night 
:.,. Clothing and records stores, records labels, 
“tack bowling night at the same aly, and ‘othe, 


The: brainehild of this event Virgil Bickers 


iS: th 
Denver-based label. Suburban Home: Records. Virgil came up with 
the idea for a weekly. toate Aight and tournaments in n Colored. ‘afer 


et involved ji Us saeting similarin 1997, ae he was yore for Hopeless Records tft ios 2 Ageles 


Shawn: and. Mark Stern trom BYO: Records: had: slarted @ punk Tock bowling Jeague that met ‘every 


lay "We heard that Fat Wreck Chords was doing a punk rock bowling thing where they'd get togelh-. 
with friends and guys from the bands on their. label. The guys in the office thought it Was 4 pretty good: 


“Idea; Andre is really into bowling-and: Roy, a guy who used to work here, decided wed get this ite: 


. Virgil explained that ih aadition to the tournament, they oe have a show. "Last ‘year NOFX and: Lagwagon played. Its 


Jeague together," Shawa-said. Afong with BYO and Hopeless, Vagrant, Epitaph, Creative Man, Liberation 
Records, and:others made up between 15 to 20 teams. 


} league only wention for a short 10-week stint, in 1999 BYO decided to take theirdittle Los 
“Ang Hg-aad make it-ialo a bigger two-day tournament in the cily of lights, Las. Vegas. Now in its 
fi ‘year, the tournament is held every President's Day weekend af the Gold Coast: They started smatt, 
ing peonie tram their immediate group of friends and business acquaintances in Los Angeles.to make 
ip about 30 teams. But the word has spread across the nation and as far ne 8S Japan and Getmahy, growing the event 
at /0 participating teams planned:for: 2002: 


one of the.{most} tun weekends of the year. Its an excuse to see-a lot of friends that we don't get'see 2 lot: Everyone.gels 
together, parties and gambles, and has a really good time; "he said : 


Utters played the first two'years, butthey haven't-been back since ‘cause they're levy ‘Shawn said. But ales 


‘Swing 
“have pulled themselves off the Cotich, inctuding Tilt Wheel tom San Diego, the Bar Feeders trom San Francisco, Mean 


With Hank Williams blaring at the 2002 urament the competitive spirit began song with the drinking Ihe combi : 


Street magazine, Volcom; fed Head Clothing, Thrashermagazine, and a variety of other musicians; ‘anes, labels, and 
those ede Just want 0 get theit groove on in-the gutter. 


’ Virgil-left the hustle and:bustle of Sunset Avenue anid went back to his homeland y Colored, ut he took 
iS discovery: wilh: him — the fact'that bowling was not restricted to the mom & pop bovwling leagues. {noticed 3 hip- 


‘per vibe: We just started. because it was something to do; fo get some fiends together,” he said. When he began the 


ine thing in Denver::*It was five friends. Before you-knew it, we started getting two or three lanes of people. * the alley 


then'approached them with a deal they couldn't refuse.. Yf was 20 bucks.¢ jane; and every lane gats 2 ire pitcher of bee! 


ind shoes,.which was amazing. The word spread and we have wy: fane tilled every. week now, he said: 


get together for some friendly competition. 
the a wal fournament, now in its second year. 


= Tbrow down same 
i ae fo a some doe this year” she ae 2 ad see her (ater fi the 


rossed over-into the fashion industry where: the y panes fines like Kenneth’ Cole's Reaction a 
shoe : 


yfver, Colo. Every lane is filled with bowling athletes 


ig With a ye of conversations and Hank Williams tunes. 


feams are reguiars at the weekly punk 


nation must have been a winning one, because |-Withessed four sinikes ina 
Yow between the Not Bad Bowlers and the Golden City Rollers, the-tater of 


which is made up of mes from the band Pinhead: Circus, lastyear's'sec- 


ond. place. winners. 


Although there were some avid Ilene who were:destined fa rank high 


tongue and cheek was the general theme tor the night. Other. bowling team 


"names — from Hol Dawgs and the a Nog and Spiiches Get Stiiches, 


to Dream, Team Drunks and Rocko and His Bitches. Last year’ first place win- 
ners, Donkey Punch, got their name trom an ancient sexual intercourse vil 
al thal for Some reason, does not appear in the love manual, “The Joy ot 
Sex.” But my all-time favorile name had to be the Butney: Spare Had the 
young diva kaown, she would have been rolling over in her grave. on Wail, 

she nat dead vel SOIY, just @ hitle wishful POKING. : 


Creativity 4 also crossed over into the attire, with athletes while their balls 


ia matching bowling shitls ar theme fashion garb bec oe back to the 80s... 
hait band days, complete with rocker T-shits. and. 


_. female team, The Pin-Up Girls, were donned in hot pink wig 
team uniforms complete with & phallic drawing of a pi Is: Aninelie 
 Rictrom the Fax Theater in Boulder, Colo., was determined to “have mare all- 


gitt:teams next year * But, her teammate Erica was just excited to be able to 
‘Last yeart was the designated driver. That sucked: 





ef, Pinhead Circus" singer anc 53 is ad that Virgit pul on bit a great n Up the Vegas a8 tournament "It just get sraay and weird, Some friends of 
from Ghivago showed up, and didn'teven Know. they were going tote tees ssh arenas ughiights from last yee ‘Vegas weekend, These fiend ined: 
9 members of the band Alkaline Th " 


: “Covey Feldman was there! You know its a fuckin parly when. Corey Fel S up," Scooter said, exp : they also went lose iy bard when en th cain town, ge 


“They're called Corey Feldman and the Truth: Mevement. They'e aibad ti : pally good." | contradiction off to Coors Light and didn't ask. 


/ moved my way from alley to alley, asking: more questions about anythi rageOus that ha ed fast year. ‘Other than the band members from Deadlock Freguency ( 
piciously absent this year) getting naked, no one seemed to remember anything. This reminded me ine VHT “Behind the Scenes" se on Studio 54, where somebody sald 
you remembered anything, then you weren’ there." : a 


I did get to witness some unique bowling: styles and celebration techniques. Take oobi from the Fairlanes whe would throw the right leg out behind i his left Jeg after the release of the 
ball, just to get that pro stance. And Scott, his band mate, would drop into a push-up position, imitating intercourse hip gyrations on the. flaor afler getting a stig ‘AS/ talked to oth- 
ers about their score, there seemed {6 be a definite decrease in quality of play as the beer intake inereased. 


Looking back at the very fi ynament from last eat, Virgil goeie’ the karaoke session 
that followed the competition. "My friend Scott Kaplan was singing Hootie. andthe Blowfish. 
You get everyone together and everyone gets drunk. Then you bring.& 
never know what’ going’ to happen next," he said. This yea 
competition ended, people were in line for the microphot 

ith Jovely:dourey. itties. And of ¢ 
‘not be complete withoul Queen's “We 


¢ hth the exception ‘of Laymen-Jerms;: i : 
from The Nutsockels, Qualm, and The Fairfanes went he a oll the stage, replacing theif: 


“big balls with big punk, rock and ska sounds, With # name Tike The Nutsockets, | just:had to 
“ask one of the band members, Casey, where they got their name:"About seven-year ago, We: 


were watching a Dennis Leary videotape, and he was i oe couldnt smoke on: 
the airplane. He's saying how he was going to smo pelt he 

until his nuts fell out of their nut sockets. And wee: ber Gomes tha ever since, "Casey said, 
Although they didnt reach their goal of mans JD: ~ top 10, “We beat last years scare: : 
pins, So that’s awesome." 


aay team puts in $100 each; andthe money goes lo pay for the ‘iby ai 
the second year in a row, — Punch came in first, winning the $508:pot, secon 


This.year, the highest male bowlek Steve tram 8 ucks 265, and highest female 
es ane with:clothing. The lowest scoring male and f é 
Couldyabills and Samantha Overholt from Wax Trax record slore received something that may be ea impact! thei } 
Z meat in next years fournament.— an instractional ‘book on how-to: bowl. 


: Butin ‘the newly famed.tradition, the Kast place feamn from Soul Haus clothing store won “The Gays of our Lives, aarp pain, 
“along witha few other tongue-in-cheek titles. But some af these winners and loser haven't seen the last of the bawling i 
t. world for 2062:-si they are off 10 the:hig event in Vegas in February. 


The ex nge of ideas.a, ne ways 10'Socialize has propelled the popularity for punk rock bowling, at least in a few be, 
‘And its popping up in other es including:Ghicago where 4 music store, Record Breakers, is one of the teams that meets”: 
ae ; with hel. friends: evely week {0 shoot the shit and hone their bowling skills. 


Robert 0 Putnam’ book, “Bowling..Alone: America’s Declining Social 
Capital, "delves into a cerebral view of our Societys passive ‘participali 

Vic affairs, which the author believes is leading to decline in the @ 
publi¢life and social institutions. Back in the 60s and '70s, a lot of peopl 
- gathered jn. bowling atteys to..discuss political affairs, develop business 
felationships; or meet their tuture-wives or hisbands. Those days are tong 
‘gone, and even in:the lanes of loday those topics are rarely discussed. But 
there 18 still 2 potential to develop realestios — wae they'e, Love, 
‘platonic, business at otherwise. : 


dont know if punk rock bowling-night in every woe can incr : 
1. Of public life:-for the masses, but jt has given a few urban communities. 
“their own social institation -a*Ch where everyone knows your:name, 
Wit most oe t talked. 10, there was a consistent reason behind the 


irgit summied it up best: ‘Bowling is one 


igh) f: 
here. you Gan. have ath rie @ guy wha sits on: the-couch all day long. You USE OC 


Sport iike that” 








esho--the bunnymen 
the psyehedei fans 


Dec. 7, 2001 @ the House of Blues, Anaheim, Calif. 
by Marcia Taylor 


heard the strains of “Love My Way” drifting out of the 
ouse of Blues as | sprinted up the steps to catch the 
sychedelic Furs, and Echo and the Bunnymen. 
ortunately, that was the first song the Furs played, so | was 
ble to catch the entire set. The tour lineup consisted of 
ichard Butler on vocals, Tim Butler on bass, Frank Ferrer 
n drums, John Ashton on guitar, and Richard Fortus on 
ello and guitar. | felt lucky to have seen the band while 
ortus was part of the tour; he’s fun to watch, and his cello 
laying added a lot to the songs. His guitar work was also 
xcellent, as were the leads played by Ashton. Butler's 
ocals are strong, and he does a lot of cool 80s things with 
is arms, While I'm familiar with a couple of the band’s hits, 
really don’t know very many of its songs, and I've always 

ound the sound to be a little mellower than | like. 
onetheless, | enjoyed the set very much and thought the 
and put on a great performance. 


first heard Echo & the Bunnymen at an X concert in NYC 
n 1984, where it was being played between bands. At that 
me, | wasn't hearing much that | liked; it being the time of 
arly REM and U2, plus the pinnacle of popularity for the 
alking Heads and Bruce Springsteen. The Blue Record is 
hat | first heard, and | loved it for its intensity and dark- 
ess, playing it for friends who said, “They sound like the 
oors.” | guess | hear that in the guitar, and vocalist lan 
McCulloch can certainly do Morrison-style vocals when he 
hooses to. But if you listen to the many covers the 
unnymen did over the years, you'll find that he can sound 
ke a lot of different singers. A lot of 80s Brit bands were 
ark in a whiny, melancholy way, like the Cure, the Smiths, 
nd some of the later goth bands. But Echo was dark in an 
ncendiary, smoldering way, with brilliant bursts of fire on 
he hardest numbers. 


0 | was really excited when the band came onstage for 
hat turned out to be an almost two-hour set of all its 
reatest material. The lineup had increased from four to six, 
ith two’ guitar players, plus bass, keyboards, drums and 

McCulloch. Original members Les Pattison on bass and 

Will Sergeant on lead guitar are still part of the band; the 
est known of the band’s drummers, Pete DeFreitas died in 
n accident in 1989. Despite my best efforts online, | have 
een unable to get the names of the rest of that night's line- 
p. 


Ithough the stage remained cloaked in darkness through- 
ut the set, like McCulloch in his trademark black raincoat, 
ou could get a look at the players as they drifted in and out 
f the spotlights. McCulloch's voice remains wonderful — 
moky, deep, compelling - and he remains a master at 


phrasing. With the addition of the two members, the band 
adds more sonic complexity and color to its already rich 
sound palette. As | said before, the Bunnymen played all 
their greatest hits, including “Rescue,” “Crocodiles,” “The 
Back of Love,” “The Cutter,” “Never Stop,” “The Killing 
Moon,” “Ocean Rain,” “Bring On the Dancing Horses,” 
“Lips Like Sugar,” and more, as well as the best songs from 
the new record. They saved “Do It Clean” for the encore, 
and McCulloch worked in parts of the Doors’ “Roadhouse” 
and Bowie's “Jean Genie.” All in all, this is one of the best 
shows I've ever seen. Check out the new record, Flowers, 
and the four-disc boxed set, Crystal Days: 1979-1999, that 
just came out. They are essential to anyone who cares about 
the band. 


Thalidomide Babies 
Ten X’s a Day 
Dovenshift 
Biincriwe 
Pulte y 


December 7th, 2001@ Masonic Temple 


Wanna hear a cool story? All right, well sit tight 
because it's one hellava riot! No, seriously! 


A few weeks ago, | went to a show put on by Angry Girl 
Clothing, featuring The Thalidomide Babies, Ten X's a Day, 
Downshift, Blind Five, and yours truly-Pulley, from Epitaph! 
It was pretty creepy, being that 1 drove through downtown 
Los Angeles, in a crusty, beaten up Honda, by myself! At 
7:35pm, | stepped into the smoke filled hallway of the 
Masonic Temple and was greeted by a group of punks 
sporting Misfits T-shirts and mile high Mohawks while a 
medley of tunes muffled in the 

distance. 


There they were...The Thalidomide Babies, a group of care- 
free guys, full of personality, and jamming on stage with a 
lousy sound system. How depressing! | wasn't able to hear 
a thing, except for a couple of words smothered together. 
It's just that these guys are actually pretty good if you were 
to listen to their CD or if the place actually had working 
equipment! | would suggest going on their website at 
wwq.thalidomidebabies.com to sample some of their tunes. 
| recommend downloading "Realize", "RU486", and "Just 
Another. Love Song", as they are my favorite. The 
Thalidomide Babies have been together for about a year 
now and have been fucking shit up in the Hollywood and 
San Fernando Valley area. These SFV punks definitely aren't 
lacking creativity and the energy is definitely there. What | 
like about them is that you can't really put a label on their 
music. They aren't pop punk, they aren't ska, or oi, and 
don't call them emo! What are they? "We're just punk rock!" 
says Marc, guitarist of the Thalidomide Babies. So if you're 
in search of something different or just fucking bored out 
of your mind, drop the remote, throw your bag of Doritos 
aside, quit picking your belly button lint and hop on to 
www.thalidomidebabies.com! 


When Ten X's A Day came on, | gave up. | trespassed to the 
upstairs level and ran amuck the rooms to explore. Until | 
began hearing actual words again, | ran downstairs to find 
out that Downshift was playing! What a lucky bunch of 
guys! The sound was actually working this time! It was a 
good thing that happened because it seemed as if the 
majority of the crowd was there-in support of them! . 
Photographers from different websites and magazines 
casually snapped photos of the 4 piece pop-punk band, 
also from the SFV area, as they quickly whipped up a storm 
on stage. They played several songs from their newest 
album, Uncle Punker, which included, "Bobby" and "When 
| Die" as well as a couple of other songs such as, "Speed » 
Bump" and a cover for Social D's "Mommy's Little 
Monster". | was definitely getting their vibe. They were such 
a rambunctious bunch. Nate, lead vocalist of DS, would 
holler for the audience to come to the front and encouraged 
pits to form. Their tunes made me think of Pennywise. | 
think it's the vocals. | remember one time | had stuck 
Downshift's CD in my player and a friend had mistaken 
them for Pennywise! They're a handful, let me tell you! So 
be sure to check out their site at www.downshiftpunk.com 
for upcoming show dates and mp3's! 


By this time, the place got a bit rowdy. You've got these 
teenage punks that would chase each other around as if 
they were still in kindergarten playing freeze tag, how 
annoying was that?! Then, you've got these aggressive old 
school punks that would really shove people in the pit. It 
was just trouble waiting to happen. 


Blind Five came on, but | wasn't that intrigued. | listened for 
a bit as they played and then chatted up a storm with a guy : 
who stood next to me. We went outside for some fresh air 
and darted back inside as soon as we heard Pulley intro- 
ducing themselves. About 3 songs into their set, a group of 
kids started getting really aggressive. One guy fell down, 
picked himself up again and pushed the person who had 
knocked 

him over in the pit. It was as if | was at a boxing match 
because then the guys started punching each other and 
people werenit aware of this until a wizened 50 something 
year old security guard was knocked out 

cold, flat out on the floor, for about 2 minutes as he was 
trying to stop the fight: Pulley was hollered to stop playing 
as the horrid sound system was shut off in an instant. 
You'd think people would actually realize what a horrible 
and immature thing they've just done, but instead of tam- 
ing down, the crowd literally broke out in a riot. With guys 
shoving and kicking each other square in the sack and 
chicks grabbing each otheris tits and tugging at each 
other's hair, it was definitely a ridiculous scene (but fun to 
watch!). When the lights were flipped on, there were small 
pools of blood here and there. As for the old security guard, 
he finally got up, but was a tad shaken up by all the com- 
motion. He was lead to the back room while Nick and Scott 
from Downshift fled into the scene like comic super heroes 
to save the day! 


A lousy sound system, 3 bands that are worth listening to, 
a bunch of retarded punk kids, throw in a couple of fights 
and you get a night to remember! 
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AMERICAN HARDCORE: 

A TRIBAL HISTORY 

BY STEVEN BLUSH 

FERAL HOUSE: 2001, PAPER $19.95 
by Marcia Taylor 


This book has been the subject of a 
certain amount of controversy, 
although the kind of controversy it 
generated Is partly Inevitable in any 
type of music history book. The first 
disagreement has to do with the peri- 
od of time author Steven Blush chose 
to include. According to his reckoning, 
hardcore “died” after 1986, and any 
band from after that date Just isn’t 
“hardcore.” Second, of course, is his 
choice of bands to Include. He defines 
hardcore as “ ... the suburban 
response to the late-’70s punk revolu- 
tion,” and credits Southern California. 
with being Its birthplace (THAT | agree 
with). However, some of the Orange 
County bands that he terms “hard- 
core,” such as Social Distortion, the 
Adolescents, Agent Orange, Channel 3 
and T.S.0.L., might be considered “old 
school punk” by many. 


Blush Is from Washington, D.C., and 
aside from putting on hardcore shows, 
he also tours with No Trend. Both 
exposed him to bands from all over 
the country and enabled him to pro- 
vide Information on scenes as diverse 
and small as those in Detroit, Las 
Vegas, St. Louls, Chicago and more. He 
currently Is a senior editor at PAPER 
and throws a weekly party, Rock 
Candy, at a NYC club. 


The first section of the book examines 
some universal Issues of the scene, 
such as violence, misogyny, straight 
edge, fashion, police ee and 
racism. All of these chapters are inter- 
esting, if not altogether unfamiliar to 
fans of the music. The chapter on 
misogyny deals not only with the lack 
of women Involved in hardcore, but 
also the gay Issue. I was surprised to 
learn that there were some overtly 
gay hardcore bands (the Big Boys, the 
Dicks, Husker Du), especially because | 
was aware of the old-fashioned 
machismo that seemed to encourage 
behavior like gay-bashing, yet at the 
same time offered some major homo- 
erotic frissons In the pit; typified by the 
picture on the back cover of the book, 
which shows six guys In a crush, two of 
whom Just incidentally have their 
hands between other guys’ legs. 


1 was put off by Blush’s general tone 
about women — “Most Hardcore 
chicks rejected femininity. Their ideal 


was the tomboy — In con- 
trast to the big-haired 
bitches you’d find sucking 
dick backstage at Metal 
concerts. The truth Is, few 
gorgeous women partici- 
pated in Hardcore — 
many of them were nasty, 
ugly trolls.” The very 
terms that he uses — 
“chicks,” “big-haired - 
bitches,” “nasty ugly 
trolls,” “tomboys” and 
“gorgeous women” 
hardly indicate a respect- 
ful, realistic attitude 
toward women, since 
they are elther dismissive 
or derogatory. However, 
he does actually quote a 
few women In the chap- 
er, which Is refreshing. 
The strangest quote 
about women comes 
from Minor Threat’s lan 
# MacKaye — “You can say 
it was total misogyny, or 
that here were these 
boys who forced an Issue 
and made It possible for 
an era where more 
women are In bands than 
ever before. If you walk 
into a show now and see a 
band with three women 
and a boy, do you even 
think twice about it? No! 
So shoot some props out 
to the hardcore kids.” 
Which “issue” MacKaye Is referring to 
is unclear, people are STILL surprised 
to see a band that Includes more 
women than men and record labels 
are still reluctant to sign such acts. 


The rest of the book divides the scene 
into different areas of the country, 
beginning with the places hardcore 
originated, I.e., Los Angeles, Orange 
County, San Francisco and Washington 
D.C. Some bands such as Black Flag, the 
Bad Brains and the Misfits get entire 
chapters, where you can learn 
absolutely ANYTHING you ever wanted 
to know about these bands, especially 
Black Flag. Then there are chapters 
about less well-known pioneers In the 
Midwest, the South, the Northeast and 
the Northwest. The last part of the 
book offers a look at the visual art of 
the genre, as well as the way it was 
portrayed in film and _ television. 
Finally, the book closes with a large 
discography, something that | LOVE In 
this kind of book. While much of the 
stuff listed is probably very difficult to 
come by, It’s still great to look 
through. 


| have to point out that there are a lot 
of typos In this book, and some plain 
wrong Information about what band 
performed what song. | only know the 
Orange County and Los Angeles scenes 
well enough to detect the misinforma- 
tion, so | can’t really comment on how 
accurate the information for other 
places Is. | have a feeling that those in 
NYC and Connecticut will feel that they 
got less space and credit than they 
deserved. A second fault | found with 
the book Is Blush’s use of quotes. He 
has a habit making a ee ae 
then ee It with quotes. The 

roblem Is, MANY of the quotes are 
nane (like MacKaye’s on women) and 
Tr to the point he Is trying to 
make. 


Overall, | found “American Hardcore” 
a worthwhile read, although | got 
pretty bogged down in some of the 
chapters about America’s heartland. 
But | think the book’s greatest 
strength is the thoroughness with 
which the author Imparts information, 
even If at points it gets rather over- 
whelming. Blush Is always opinionated; 
Just the way he writes about things lets 
you know his point of view, and that 
can be negative, like having your 
grouchy, bitter uncle tell you what the 
Vietnam War was really about. But 
then hardcore was about getting the 
message out in your own voice, and in 
that Blush Is a real hardcore guy. 





OO YOU SPELL. HARDCORE WiTH A? 


BLOOD FOR BLOOD 

OUTLAW ANTHEMS 

4 VICTORY RECORDS 

Outlaw Anthems is the final offering from Boston bad boys, Blood for 
Blood. Opening with a live guitar racket followed monologue in which the 
few intelligible words are “fuck you,” it becomes obvious that Blood for 
4 Blood is a band that relies heavily on anger without paying much atten- 
tion to diction. In fact, trying to find a song on this album that does not 
feature gratuitous use of the word “fuck” is a task more difficult than 
attempting to find a Led Zepplin song in which Robert Plant doesn’t utter 
“baby, baby, baby.” When not cussing like disgruntled teenagers, Blood 
for Blood is playing aggressive punk rock that-isn't much different from 
any shes aggressive punk rock band you have heard before. Their sound is loud and frustrated, 
reflecting their self-proclaimed “white trash working man” ethos and “no holds barred” attitude. 
Rebellious? Yes. However, it's a very clichéd rebellion full of cries to “fuck society” without ever 
really telling us why we should flip society the proverbial bird. 





-Liz Ohanesian 











The second full-length release from gritty, West Coast rockers, Slojack, 
is the type of album you want to listen to when driving a muscle car 
through the rain on your way to buy another pack of smokes. Tattoos, 
wife-beaters, and ballsy guitar riffs abound in this well-tailored statement 
of passionate angst. When in high gear the music is similar to Social 
Distortion and Bad Religion, though these guys aren't afraid to slow it 
down and bust out a ballad. The most interesting slow song on the album 
is the emotionally charged “One Last Time,” a poignant tribute to a dying 
lover/friend. Slojack is capable of some nice surprises on this disc. Just 
when you have them pegged as a rockabilly car band they bust loose with “The Rainbow Bridge,” 
an Irish folk song. To complicate matters further, they include a nice quote from Wordsworth in 
the liner notes. It just goes to prove that there is a place for intelligent rock in this universe. 


- Dug 
SATANIC SURFERS 

3] FRAGMENTS AND FRACTIONS 
BAD TASTE RECORDS 
So there are at least four surfers in Sweden, and they're into some dev- 
ilish punk. The fourth album from this. Scandinavian quartet is their first 
=10n Bad Taste Records after leaving the Epitaph-owned Burning Heart 
Records. The music is catchy, quick punk with quite a little bit of social 
commentary thrown in. With names like Rodrigo, Magnus, Mattias, and 
Fredrik, it's amazing how well they sing in English. Their first three albums 
4 sold over 150,000 copies (mostly in Europe), and with the restless ener- 
gy on this release they're certain to do quite well with their new label. 
Bad Taste Records is well known for finding amazing punk bands in 
Sweden, Australia and Canada, but this is certainly one of their premier acts. Contact the band 
through their website www.satanic@badtasterecords.se or better yet, write them at: Satanic 
Surfers, c/o Bad Taste Records, Stora Sodergatan 38, S-222 23 Lund, Sweden. Damn, | love that 
address. 
























- Dug 
CZOLGOSZ 

LIBERATION 

RODENT POPSICLE RECORDS 

Basically, this record is political hardcore punk in the vein of The Pist or 
Black Flag with below average musicianship. The lyrics are well informed 
and sometimes funny to those of us who know our way around the 
rhetoric and foibles of the hard-Left. However, the singer is too loud in 
the mix, which isn’t so good of a thing when he's really not that charis- 
matic of a singer. The lyrics, while intelligent, aren't really that lyrical and 
come off like rants than songs. Sometimes the humor works, like on 
“Sandinista,” but often there's just nothing that tears through the wall 
of shitty recording. I've heard that these guys are really amazing live, so 
maybe the sound of the record doesn’t do them justice, but | would recommend this only to peo- 
ple who are really into street punk with anarchist lyrics. My favorite thing about this band is that 
they're named after the anarchist assassin of U.S. President William McKinley. 

- Snotty Scotty 
V/A : 
MUSIC FROM IN YOUR FACE TV: VOLUME | 
LONE STAR RECORDS 

The San Diego-based production company that produces “In Your Face 
TV" (a local cable access punk show) has put together a 12 band comp 
of pop-punk tunes culled from the show. The bands represented here are 
a good cross section of up and comers. Four San Diego bands: Threefoot, 
Makeshift 3, The Cause, and Camerica, are showcased along with bands 
from Illinois, Georgia, New Jersey, Massachusetts, New York, California 
and Canada. Most of the songs on this disc have the poppy appeal of 
Blink 182, without the sarcasm. The only exceptions are the angry inten- 
sity of the band Thursday with their screamfest “Cross Out the Eyes” and 
the very moshable "Breaking Free" from The Cause. 





- Dug 


PANIC 























DYING FOR IT 
BRIDGE NINE RECORDS 

New York and California seized much of the spotlight when it came to the 
early punk/hardcore years. Like it or not, it's trek through make-you-ears 
bleed scream and crunchy chords influenced even today's not-so-hot 
tock ensembles. But rearing it's head from a rejuvenated Boston scene 
comes PANIC, making their first EP Dying For It. It's a perpetual body 
slam into a hellish realm of uncontrollable chords and caustic noise. A bit 
of that’ pop/punk revival does surface during songs such as "Strength in 
Solitude," where straight-laced strum takes the place of an all out bash 
fest. That, however, makes up about 1% of the album, giving room for 
blazing tracks like "| Watch You Sleep" and “Force It Until You Hear It Snap." Break out your mosh- 
ing shoes, kiddies. You've been warned. 





-Darren Ratner 
LIMP 
SELF-TITLED 
HONEST DON 
As another punk revival band from the Honest Don family, who has 
apparently formed the reputation of signing groups that all sound alike, 
LIMP's third effort is nothing that big shot trios like Blink 182, and small- 
er acts like Osker haven't already taken; those including melodies and 
harmonies floundering around amongst mostly cheerful chords. It's not 
terribly annoying, however. There's a bit of genuine acoustical tone in 
“Ails “ and the bouncy joviality of "Get Away” makes time for yourself 
me sound cool. But in general, there's nothing too special about this album 
except for its party punk rush that continues most of the way through. 
The band's name defines their lack of riveting, blow-your-hair-back song perfectly - limp. 
-Darren Ratner 


9 













-RELEASED 
Eyes of Hate is a band that plays fast hardcore with good lyrics. These 
guys remind me of the hardcore bands that used to play the Cathay De 
Grande circa 1985 in Hollywood. Yeah, | know you never heard of the 
place. And you were 2-years-old at the time drooling onto your bib while 
your Mom spoon fed you mashed peas while you tripped out on Pee 
Wee's play house. | am glad the spirit of true hardcore punk is still alive 
and kicking. And when | say hardcore | mean the true, Black Flag, Circle 
Jerks, Discharge, Iron Cross hardcore. Not the shit that masquerades 
under the term hardcore these days. 


TEAR DOWN THE STARS 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

SELF-RELEASED 

This CD came wrapped in a folded over yellow piece of notebook paper 
with the title written in ink across the front. It was recorded in a CD burn- 
er at somebody's house. All this wouldn't bother me if | could find out 
the faintest thing about this project on the net. No such luck. This one’s 
going to have to just stand on the music. The CD consists of four rather 
muddy recordings of garage punk. There are some nice guitar riffs mixed 
in with the atonal vocals, but the drumming often sounds a bit too much 
like Ringo Starr for my taste. To be honest, | love the name Tear Down 
the Stars, or the title, or whatever it is. Now if you could just package 


-Jason Cole 


this a little more intelligently and get a drummer you might have something. 
4 STRIFE 


- Dug 
ANGERMEANS 











The kings of California hardcore return with a new album on Victory - 
Records, the label whose reputation and success they helped to build. 
Strife was one of the first bands to really popularize metal-influenced 
ardcore back in the early ‘90s. Their new album doesn’t hold too many 
urprises apart from the Eric Bobo (Cypress Hill, Beastie Boys) percus- 
sion on “From These Graves” and the awesome string and keyboard 
arrangement on “Angel Wings.” Apart from those moments, Strife is still 
doing what it does best, angry metal-core that owes as much to Pantera 
as it does to the Cro-Mags. The lyrical content ranges from angry polit- 
ical diatribes against human cruelty in the form of murder and warfare to personal affirmations of 
perseverance in the face of adversity. The title track features some beautiful singing and a soft 
dark verse which makes the crushing screaming chant of “what is wrong with humanity” at the 
end of the song only that much more riveting and powerful. This record is true to form and should 
satisfy Strife’s legions of rabid fans. 

- Snotty Scotty 


TEENAGE FANCLUB & JAD FAIR 


WORDS OF WISDOM & HOPE 

ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES 

Wow, here’s a fun combo. The gangly gutless wimp-pop of Teenage 
Fanclub joined together with the nasally weirdo nerd drone of Jad Fair 
Half Japanese). Basically, it’s everything you might expect from such a 
pairing, sounding at times like Jonathan Richman and the Modern Lovers, 
but always with Fair's unmistakable voice that people either love or find 
a bit disturbing and annoying. There are some good songs on this record, 
but overall | didn’t find it to be very compelling or moving, just mildly 
pleasant. Essentially, | don’t think that the collaboration really captured 













the best of what either performer has to offer, but if you're a fan of 
either artist, it's probably an essential thing to have in your collection and to form your own opin- 
ion on. 


- Snotty Scotty 


























XDISCIPLEX A.D. 

DOXOLOGY 

FACE DOWN RECORDS 

Doxology is the CD equivalent to keeping a scrapbook for xDisciplex A.D., 
which is good for fans, and actually, a pretty convenient means to intro- 
duce this band to hardcore fans who are not already familiar with the 
Erie, Pa. band. Doxology spans xDisciplex A.D.'s eight year career, con- 
sisting of tracks culled from various compilations, a few live shows, the 
Scarab 7” and Lantern EP. Also included, is a scrap-booklet featuring 
photos with hand-written captions. Perhaps the most entertaining thing 
about this release is looking through a sea of smiling boys, clean-cut 
save for the occasional religious tattoo and thinking, “no way is“that 
sound coming from these guys.” Yet, these seemingly mild-mannered boys play vicious tunes 
complete with primal screams and savage guitars. 












-Liz Ohanesian 
THE KERNAL 

ESTAS HABLANDOS 

SELF-RELEASED 

The Kernal is great talent musically. The album has a couple of very 
memorable songs. The album is all over the place stylistically and this 
makes it a tad hard to listen to easily, which isn’t a bad thing necessar- 
ily. It takes some concentration to appreciate the album as a whole but 
if you single out a few songs, namely, blah and blah then it ain't so hard 
to spot some kick ass music. Is it punk? Is it reggae? Is it funk? You 
decide and call it what you will. | would say that this album would please 
a lot of people some of the time but not everyone all of the time. Does 
that make sense? 

-Jason Cole 


UNITY SQUAD RECORDS 

The bratty hometown quintet from Huntington Beach is back with a new 
release full of angst-ridden anthems and 80's-era punk energy. It was 
nearly twenty years ago that The Crowd sold out local concerts with the 
#jlegendary Ventures and helped create a true hardcore surf scene. Now, 
with 13 new songs recorded in the Spring of 2001 they've brought a 
aste of early punk to the new millenium. For anyone who spent time in 
downtown HB before it became a yuppie haven, the tune “Surf Ghetto” 
speaks volumes. “You know it's time to go when the Sugar Shack is 
closed, can we have one fourth of July not under martial law?” There was 
a time when bands like Black Flag, TSOL, and The Vandals played shows at The Cuckoos Nest and 
put “surf city” on the cutting edge of the musical world. Punk Off is a welcome throwback from 
a band that cut their teeth on razor blades and lived to tell about it. D 

- Dug 
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1208 

FEEDBACK IS PAYBACK 

EPITAPH 

Epitaph’s new pride and joy, 1208 sounds a lot to me like The Offspring. 
Well now that | get to track 3, they sound like Pennywise. Epitaph always 
amazes me, they sign cool bands like Zeke and The Dwarves and then 
turn around and drops them so they can make room for bands like 1208 
that sound like all those other Offspring, Pennywise sounding bands. | 
guess they're shooting for that sound that made Epitaph what they are 
today. But hey, what the hell do | know about the music industry? All | 
know is this CD bores the hell out of me. | can't listen to this disc any- 
more, in the trash it goes. 


AMERICAN HEARTBREAK LIBERTINE 

SPLIT CD 

COLDFRONT RECORDS 

American Heartbreak delivers a blend of pop sounding rock and roll that'll 
keep you rocking throughout the whole CD. Although American 
Heartbreak isn't really my cup of tea, at least it's good to see bands still 
A Playing this style of pop rock and | know for a fact that when you blend 
Pop and rock and roll with a live audience, the results are plenty of hot 
chicks. Now to move onto Libertine, they have a sound very similar to 
American Heartbreak, Poppy sounding rock and roll but with a sleazier 
sound. One song that really stands out from Libertine is a song called “I 
Don't Belong.” This song really stood out to me. Very catchy guitars and 
awesome song structure. If | had to choose between which band was better on this disc, I'd have 
to say Libertine. This isn't one of my favorite CD's, but worth looking into. 





-David Ostiguy 




























-David Ostiguy 


normally can't stand CDs like this, but for some reason Park doesn't 
bother me at all. Although, I'm not one to label, I'd say that Park is a 
power pop, emo-influenced band. From my experience, emo-inspired 
bands have very whiny lead singers that begin to grate on my ears very 
uickly. This wasn't the case with Park's singer Ladd Mitchell. Besides 
having a pretty cool first name, his vocal variation made it easier to lis- 
ten to the music and appreciate it for what it is. Although, | don’t tind 
myself listening to this type of music all the time, | must give credit 
where credit is due. With their musical and vocal variety, characterized 
with soft melodies, moments of desperation, clean musical breaks, and phenomenal guitar work, 
Park puts out a 10 track disc worth listening to. They are a very solid band that should go pret- 
ty far in the business if given the chance. 
-Dane Jackson 
ABSOLUTE 
3 SONG CD 
feed SELF RELEASED ; 
fa Absolute pounds out that whole Drop D slamming sound with nothing 
too original to their sound. On a positive note, this band will keep you 
bouncing and moving. This 3 song CD released by themselves is worth 
checking out if you're not burned out on that Drop D Sludgy Orange 
County Nu-Metal sound. Who knows, maybe I'm just getting old. Maybe 
| should start listening to Neil Diamond records now. Does Absolute 
sound like something you'd be into? If so, check out their webpage at 
www.absolute13.com 
-David Ostiguy 
you THE DISTILLERS 
® SING SING DEATH HOUSE 
HELLCAT RECORDS 
Now this is one particular Hellcat band that | have had the opportunity 
to watch evolve into a menacing punk machine of aggression and melod- 
ic/raspy tunage. Evolve is the essential factor here. Yes the music still 
keeps it's signature speedy yet sloppy Streetpunk swagger, but this time 
Out it brings to the plate some heavy helpings of lyrical introspection 
that can only be molded and spun by the brilliant (and almost poetic) 
meta phrasing of the bands front-person, Ms. Brody Armstrong. Right out of 
the gate, The Distillers set the tone with the rowdy Streetpunk send up 
“Sick of it All". A gruesome yet insightful tale of kids with guns unleash- 
ing their fury on unsuspecting classmates, teenage anorexia and other youthful tragedies, trials 
and tribulations. Scary topic indeed, but the music helps spin this tale and possibly suggest the 
benefit “Punk” has provided for many a troubled teen. The most amazing part of this collection 
of high energy is the intensity of the vocals and the guitars. Brazen, high octane buzzsaw guitar 
work teamed with Brody's raspy yet melodic vocal style (a long departure from her screeching 
high pitched wailing of the first Distiller 7 inch) which brings to mind a cross style of Stevie Nicks 
and Lemmy. This CD offers up a hot and burning serving of die hard punk, street poetry and good 
ol’ fashioned social conscienceness. Of course kicking butt the old fashioned way, with wit, 
aggression and integrity. 


SEWING WITH NANCIE 

TAKE A LOOK AT YOURSELF 

FAST MUSIC RECORDS 

This is a really good band considering they're from Canada. Just kidding. 
Where they're from is irrelevant to their musical abilities. With TAKE A 
LOOK AT YOURSELF, this Windsor, Ontario trio deliver a very likeable 
poppy punk album. At times | hear hints of New Found Glory in their 
music like in “One Time Use,” but then they change it up and sound like 
The Queers in “Starbucks Sucks,” but then they find their own sound on 
#1Songs like “Naive,” “Downsview,” and “Big Shot.” Regardless, their music 
gress jis mostly fast and catchy with lyrics that are either funny or meaningful. 
They sing about stuff that high school kids can relate to like girls and 
beer. The icing on the cake is the two covers the band does; Cyndi Lauper's “Time After Time,” 
and Madonna's (I think she did it first) “La Isla Bonita.” This is a pretty damn good CD, but just in 
case you don't like it, the band has “Sorry in Advance” as the first track. 


BARCODE 


HARDCORE 

HARDBOILED 

The Danish have always had a knack for hard edge music that pushes the 
envelope of extreme. BARCODE is no exception to this rule while they 
whole heartily blast their own unique version of HARDCORE (aptly titled 
| may add). Sonically, they are close in style and execution to bands like 
STRIFE and 25 TA LIFE. Brutal, fast and mean. Meat and potatoes, metal 
edged hardcore doused in hot sauce is a more accurate description of 
eq (hese guys. While other bands of this genre simply rehash what others 
have done before them, these masters of brutality take it to the next 
level with gut wrenching songs like “Self Respect,” “Ride Like Hell" and 
“End of the Line”. There are 16 blistering tracks in total here and all of them carry the hardcore 
flame in all its glory. Although the themes of struggle, unity, and aggression have been done plen- 
ty of times before, | find it quite refreshing with a little bit more juice behind the message. They 
sound sincere and pissed off. Which is definitely a strong point here. Search for this one and do 
a little damage of your own... 


-Larry Lugz 




























-Dane Jackson 


Larry Lugz 


-;DOWNSHIFT 


UNCLE PUNKER DR. STRANGE ELECTRIC CHAIR RETAIL SLUT 
GET UP ‘N GO RECORDS 


This five-song multimedia EP from San Fernando Valley-based quartet, F 
»;* 1 Downshift, is full of anxious sound and fury. It was engineered by Donald 
Cameron who has worked with Bad Religion, Pennywise, NOFX, and a host j 
of top-notch punk bands. The music is reminiscent of The Dead Milkmen 
in their heyday. Fast, upbeat punk with clever lyrics are the hallmarks of /) 
this release. On the tongue in cheek “New Radio Anthem” the band vows 4 
to “be a one hit wonder white trash casualty...” | hate to burst their bub- e 
ldible, but another tune on this release, “When | Die”, is already all over the \ * 
skate punk MP3 charts as one of the most downloaded songs. They may \. 
a bd 
be . 











RE:STYLE 


NING N. HOWE 


not be “the New Radio kids” they hope to be, but they'll certainly be remembered as a tight, hard- 
hitting skate band. One of the best things about the band is their excellent website where you 
can download nearly all their music, www.downshiftpunk.com 

- Dug 


MIXED SIGNALS WRISTBANDS G A 1 
aay (aturnig ame music is the best way | can describe this record. is STUDDED BELTS Oo pe - 


7 ' * 
t's a remix CD of the songs on their recent release Dream Signals In Full S&M GEAR 
ircles. Truthfully, | think they only reason that they sent this record to CHOKERS Check Out Our 
kratch is because the band has connections to hardcore thrash band o li St ' 
he Locust. The record sounds like mind-numbing Prozac-influenced ele- 
ator music for hip folks that have mod haircuts; not really anything that * nine ore 
would play other than to torture my friends with. The guest re-mixers ApeLeather.com 
3h Use our secure online shopping cart, 
fo 3 r print out your order and pay by check/MO! 









O19V4 OSdi 


n the record include Simon Raymonde of The Cocteau Twins, and a num- 

ber of bands that I've never heard, including Styrofoam, Marumari, 
Randomnumber, Scientific American, Diagram of Suburban Chaos, Verbose, The Snodgrass, Windy 
& Carl, lackluster: and Yellow6. If this is your thing, enjoy. 


THE NIXON YEARS 

EVERYTHING YOU ASKED FOR... 
EKG RECORDS aR 
This 12-song release from the Orange County-based trio is a sizzling c 
jazz/punk exercise that will keep even the most jaded fan on the edge. 
Their music is a startling combination of quick moshes, uptempo breaks, 
and unexpected tempos. On tunes such as “Beautiful Day” the soft 
melodic guitar riff lures the listener in for about thirty seconds before 
pounding them over the head with some hard-rocking funk. There is plen- 
ty of political material on this album, as well as some hardcore punk, and 
even a surf song. The Nixon Years is easily one of the most creative punk 


HEADLINE RECORDS 


- Snotty Scotty 





Send $2 for a catalog to: 


3SYHL 13X08 


GREENE RECORDS 




















bands on the Southern California scene today. Catch their music now Ape Leather 
before a major label gets a hold of them and tells them they can't do anything they want. 521 E. 32st St. 
Sometimes naivete is bliss. Buy * Los Angeles, CA 90011 

VIA Pe 

NO COVER MAGAZINE/GROUPIES SUCK VOLUME 1 ~ Wholesale inquiries welcome Serving punks, goths, fetishists, 

NO COVER MUSIC 323.232.6568 and other deviants since 1979 

A collaboration between No Cover Magazine and Groupies Suck clothing, 

the track listing for this CD reads like a How-To-Be-A-Dude guide written VINYL SOLUTION MONKEYS TO GO WILD PLANET 


by the market researchers at Viacom. Opening the disc is “Stolen at Gun 
Point,” slightly rock-influenced, suburban friendly hip-hop track from 
Tijuana No (with Kid Frost), which is immediately followed by “Crucial,” a 
particularly Korn-esq track from Kottonmouth Kings featuring Dog Boy 
Too Rude). As the disc continues, the listener is introduced to more 
usic in the I-love-Jackass vein, pop-punk-meets-metal courtesy of Los 
Villains, melodic metal from Fall in Line, goth-influenced metal from Ohm, 
girl-fronted metal from AcidNine and more rap-metal than anyone over the age of seventeen can 
stomach. However, the compilers did throw in three nonmetal-related tracks for good measure. 
Thursday represents the emo crowd with their current M2 hit “Cross Out the Eyes,” Ameba offers 
an out-of-place jangly electronic pop song, while Looney Bin and d’fRost contribute some non- 
metallic, but still relatively safe sounding hip hop. e 
-Liz Ohanesian 
ELECTRELANE 
OCK IT TO THE MOON 
:{MR. LADY RECORDS 
You can rock me to the moon anytime baby. Great instrumental rock 
band that sounds like a bizarre hybrid of organ-driven surf rock and a Tim 
Burton soundtrack, particularly during the soft choir portion of “Blue 
Straggler” a song whose recurring keyboard riff | just can’t stop rocking 
ever since | first heard the record. The organ dominates their sound as 
the loudest lead instrument, but the guitars, which sometimes jangle and 
sometimes shred provide the steady grooves and off of which the key- 
boards drone into the heavens. Wow, | just sounded really pretentious 
there, but | can't help it if | love this record this much. This is great dri- 
ving music, great music to blast at work, and great music to listen to while lying in bed alone in LONSDALE'S 
the dark. 


FRED DERRY'S 


BEN SUERMANS 





who forted? 


T : $ meee AWAY & : 
-RELEASED oy 
(C) This is one sorry ass piece of shit. Nice packaging, nice name. Nice idea FLICUT JACKETS * . ( UE BIGCEST AND arsT 


- Snotty Scotty 
FRANK VIOLENCE AND HIS DEPUTIES LEATHER JACKET 
: 





of passing out a video on CD ROM that plays easily on your Mac or PC. . 

ne $e With these things you usually get all kinds of half-assed attempts at BONDACE DANTS ve f i 3 
bringing the video music to the computer owning masses on one handy Ge ae Mare ? 

A dandy CD. The music is so bad that | can't really compare it to anything. fi ; SELECTION (r RARE 

No wait, it reminds me of these wanna’ be junkies | used to know that , : 

BA i lived in the Ellison apartments in Venice. The place Jim Morrison used to HARRINGTON JACKETS , 
live. They did tiny hits of dope and then jammed out shit that made you é : | [ 
want to slam a brink against your head repeatedly because it was so BONDACE BELTS i y 


damn inept and pointless for anyone who wasn't nodding out. “ 
ee : DUNK Rock RECORDS 
1208 BULLET BELTS 


FEEDBACK IS PAYBACK 


EPITAPH 3 
Melodic-core. Upbeat and potentially combustible. Chock full of style and CREEPERS ( 


a strong punk backbone. Don't you just love catch phrases? Well kids, 


these are a few that describe the ultra-cool keepers of South-Bay punk, . | 
1208. What the name represents is beyond me. But these young kids WAIR DYE 

manage to create some very memorable and strong songs that represent : 
our youth and the struggles of just surviving in contemporary society as / . . 

evident in the hard rocking “Scared Away”. “Somebody once said/Stop TSURT . 4 QEALLY) 


when the light turns red/l know the story/but | don’t want the 
glory/Cause when you're shot down/You're gonna hit the ground” The 
lyrics read like a crazed revolutionary pamphlet and the music is very speedy aggressive 5 i 2 : 
“Descendents” style punk. Original and extreme with enough integrity to keep it all very real. This = He ; OPEN 10-7 EVERYDAY! 
whole package was produced quite nicely by Fletcher of PENNYWISE and Darian Rundall. Did | men- : % LOCATED AT 7136 AMETHYST AVE. 
tion that lead singer/guitar player Alex is of punk royalty. His uncles are Gregg Ginn of BLACK PATCHES i IN ALTA LOMA. 
FLAG and Raymond Pettibon, Punk artist extraordinare. If this is just the beginning for these guys, . JUST 5 MILES NORTH OF ONTARIO. 


he fi look i ‘ 
the future looks extremely bright st ght Use STICKERS CALL (909) 944-1778 


P OUR ENTIRE CATALOG OMNE! 
: CHECK OUT NE: 
WAY More! ; i a www.drstrange.com 








POP UNKNOWN 


POP UNKNOWN "The August Division" CD 03-05-02 
The wait is over. Pop Unknown's first release in two years will have you 
bouncing around to punk-fueled pop songs one moment, just to lay you 
emo mec ie merce ri<el MMe MRL ARC ae Lite lel slictel Nae Lege) 
their sound within a catch-laden, experimental post-hardcore atmos- 
phere; this record is sure to find you. 


We_____-__ lonely kings 
JETLAG / LONELY KINGS 


Split CD 
Jetlag's combination of tight crunch- 
ing guitars, melodic harmonies and 
embracing screarns, matched with 
MN UR cleat meas ati 
ing of the Lonely Kings. Four songs 
Pree As Retest s 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 


Fury 66 "Red Giant Evolution" CD 


“DEFEAT SONGS” CD 


Stretching their wings for more 
eu ahs hie 
Canada's favorite sons have 
created a solid melodie punk 
record with a new found love 
for dynamics. For fans of 
Millencolin.and Saves the Day. 
tere ate Roya racer) (Ue 


Time Spent Driving “Walls Between Us" CDEP 


Sloe "Inexact Replica" CD 


The Missing 23rd “ctrl+alt+del" CD 


Turnedown s/t CDEP 


Hopelifter "North of the Thirty-Six" CDEP 
TIME SPENT DRIVING FULL-LENGTH CD AVAILABLE 5.7.02 


FRSESSIONS 


at 


ee i aa ae) 


15 Janis Way Scotts Valley, CA 95066 Send $1 and s.a.s.¢. for catalog and sticker. 





DARKBUSTER/TOMMY AND THE TERRORS 

DARKBUSTER VS. TOMMY AND THE TERRORS 

RODENT POPSICLE RECORDS, 

This was interesting. Two bands that are similar in style but yet. have 
their own edge to claim this genre individually to its own. Darkbuster 
reminded me of the Dillinger Four, you know kind of melodic but fully 
rocking. Vocally, they are more in line with the Reducers SF. Good stuff 
and quite enjoyable. Tommy & the Terrors are a bit more angrier but still 
pack a mean wallop and the songs lend themselves to sing along tom- 
foolery while remaining intense and hard. This is a perfect sampler if you 
want a taste of each band before committing to buying a full length from 
either band. 





-Larry Lugz 
MOURNINGSIDE 

...FROM TWO GRAVES BACK! 
RODENT POPSICLE RECORDS 
Heavy 80's Boston era influenced Hardcore with some suggested “per- 
sonal” lyrical content. Although the production level seems low, the spir- 
it of this disc seems very high. Ton’s of sing along type choruses grouped 
with in your face lead vocals that seem absolutely angry. At times these 
guys remind me of bands like the PIST and AWKWARD THOUGHT and at 
other times close to SLAPSHOT and early JERRY"S KIDS. There doesn't 
really seem to be a dominant song in this collection but there is a decent 
“Live” song at the end of this disc that gives the listener a chance to 
really understand where these guys are coming from (USA TEENAGE 
GRAVEYARD). With time and a little more years under their collective belts, | can see things start 


to move for these guys."In the meantime, you get a glimpse of what they dabble in now. 
Noteworthy none the less. 













Larry Lugz 


BROKE ‘TIL THURSDAY 

BETTER DAYS 

CRIMESCENE RECORDS 

Now this is some pretty damn good punk rock. It’s got just about every- 
thing crusty punks across the nation have been looking for in a band. I'm 
not a crusty punk, but | really enjoyed this disc. Their songs remind me 
of a mix between good Rancid, Dropkick Murphys, and a slight bit of 
Social D mixed in for good measure. Their songs are all very singable and 
allow for crowd participation. If you're sick of the emo infestation, then 
check out this band, You'll be pleasantly surprised...especially if you like 
:|songs about beer. 





-Dane Jackson 


NEKROMANTIX 

RETURN OF THE LOVING DEAD 

HELLCAT RECORDS EPITAPH 

What if the Rev. Horton Heat resurrected the rotting corpse of Hank 

Williams, sent it to kindergarten with the likes of The Cramps and spent 

the remainder of it’s time in Denmark listening to Motorhead and rebuild- 

ing Hot Rod 50's lead sleds? Why then, you would get The NEKROMAN- 

TICS, As of this moment, | crown these three butter headed hooligans, 

the reigning kings of PSYCHOBILLY. The songs, in all their marvel, best 

represent this genre. Taking it one step beyond and providing top-notch 

musicianship with enough 50's “B-Movie” shtick to keep the die-hards 

fully amused and entertained. Singer and coffin shaped stand up-bass- 
man, Kim Nekroman, has the voice of a saint and the soul of Jack the Ripper as he takes the lis- 
tener into his haunted world of seduction, torture and debauchery. Check out some major tongue 
and cheek story telling with great songs like “Murder for Breakfast,” “Nekronauts,” and my per- 
sonal fave “Who Killed the Cheerleaders?” “Cheerleaders” is the true “revenge of the nerds” story 
as a misguided greaser claims his innocence in this dark humored throwback to 50's era love 
songs. Brilliant and dark, with enough guts and balls to satisfy even the heartiest of rawkers out 
there. Guitar god Peter Sandorff tears up the tunage something hellish with his Link Wray meets 
Motorhead guitar attack. Proving that sissy boys like Brian Setzer have forgotten how to rock and 
that the Devil really does possess the children of rock n’ roll. The Nekromantics prove that you 
can venture to the darkside and feel all the better for doing it. See ya in Hell my iende: - 

-Larry Lugz 


WHERE'D YOU LEARN TO 
DRIVE CLEVER? 


What? Oh, you got a 98 on 
your DMV test? 


Okay... GOTTA BIG 
VEHICLE? Wanna deliver mags? 


email: distribution@skratchmagazine.com 





out now on Sub City 


the: illusion of safety. lp/cd. 


ste thrice:Live 
2/26 the glasshouse (pomona) 
2/28 aw aio FOXY (hollywood) 


"2126 and 2/28 with Anti-Flag and Against All Authority 


SUBCITYS 


po box’ 7495 van nuys, ca 91409 subcity.net 


*a portion of the proceeds earned by ener SubCity trom the sale of this 
i) will be donated: to A Place Called Home. 
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Oregon City, OR 97045 
NewSchoolPunk.com 


Distributed by: 
aca LAtheol ae 
Choke, FAB, 
Temperance. 
& more! 
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% » 
Feat. new and unreleased tracks from ® 
Yellowcard, Mock Orenge and Staring Back! “ 


rockabilly 
psychobilly 


we are located at: 
099 Atlantic Blvd. # G (at Floral Dri 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 
323-268-6102 
trashcityrecords @ hotmail.com 
mon-fri 11-9 sat 11-7 sun 12-6 


NOW AVAILABLE aa LOBSTER RECORDS 


Boiled Music on Lobster Records | asia 
P.0. Box 1473, Santa Barbara, CA 93102 rea” | 





www. lobsterrecords.com | www.parkmusic.com, ee ae 
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Gears” See. 
W WW ° LO CA L PUNK S . N ET WE love YA So MUCH, WE puttin’ these cds on 


sale til March 13, 2002. Come in Now! Ya hear? 


RCH 9 
DREAMSTRERS IN SAN DIEGO 
AGENT 5] -NOTICE 
EL DOMNo . FIFTH 


ANTI FLAG 


fice ON TOUR WITH VOODOO 
CON SKULLS. AND THE ATARIS 


Tr 
GR ya NE y 12932 NEWPORT AVE. #4 
: - UT 
i 4 ce ~ ek ‘i 


714 505-6626 
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ALL NEW SONGSII 
IN ‘STORES OCTOBER 31ST 


Damnation Nov. 12 
@ the Troubadour 
With the DWARVES 
8:00 All Ages 
Booze with ID 


5 SONG 10" PICTURE VINYL 
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AOTC ee 
STOMP RECORDS 


THE UNJON LABBL GROUP: 78 Rachel B. Montresl, QC. Consds H2W 106 
Info@ wnionlabolgroupcom www.enioalabel{roupcom ph:514 842 5887 


bape distributed fn the USA by Choke Distribution infoceehoked.com 


CD's $10 ppd 
10" EP PICTURE VYNIL $8 PPD 
Send sase for catalog 
www .burningtreerecords.com 
btrecord@pacbell.net 
4821 Lankershim Blvd. Unit F 
PMB# 298 
North Hollywood, CA 91601 
BTR IS DISTRIBUTED EXCLUSIVELY BY 
I.M.D. (562-869-9450) 


STROBE TALBOT : 
18 POP SENGS WARDS HF WISDOM § HOPE 


STROEE TALBDE are Jad Fair, Hick 
debts, a0¢ Sent Sallaber, Anether 
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VARIOUS ARTISTS 
MONEEYRE MCS 


anil piling, HPrieGHME Sta 18 Su 
qenetis angry distal capitais 7d 
soo the fatale ever ben, 
BUS 272 2B 91430 


Pesied by the guardian sagels of pcg 
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THE FLAMING STARS 
CINK L PERFUME 
Galike typics garage gets 
ims tyiz aa vimeage javerilia, tbe 
FLAMING STARS ews je at a sultry, 
innystat ius wordt ath tbe: Seune. 
Combinisy park, Enric Messisoae 
silian and Helly. 
VIRUS SOG LP: FA BO; £8; 932.68 


PQ. BOK 419092, SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94141-2002 


@ ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES RECORDS 
AVIVIW. ALTER NATIVETENTACLES COMk 





PRimiTiVE 


112-A N. BRADFORD AVE. 
PLACENTIA, CA 92670 
(714) 579-7765 
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Tattoing & Body Piercing 


(323)465-7869 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
5903 Hollywood Blivd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
smiley @kinkyrings.com www.kinkyrings.com 





SALON ADELANTE 
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Michelle Rouset 


3606 E. Chapman Avenue 
Orange, CA 92869 714.997.5115 
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PROFESSIONAL TATTOOING & BODY PIERCING 


114-374-4948 


20387 Beach Boulevard - Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
WWW.HBTATTOO.COM 


CALIFORANA 


net: aera se at 
818-769-4049 
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tattoo 

or | 
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L.A.'s Best Recording Studio 


Paramount Studios 
High-quality, great rates: 


$30-$60 per hr. 
Experienced engineer included 


Recent clients: 
GUTTERMOUTH, IGNITE, 
REEL BIG FISH, GAMEFACE 


323 465-4000 
see photos @ www.paramountrecording.com. 


ATM Mastercard 
Visa Amex 


8. 16 & 24 track 


$30 an hr. for recording Recording 
a, Digital Mastering 
$20 an hr...FE MIXING = 2: seus sorsice Cassette dubbing. CDr's, 
instrument sales & rentals 


$2.50 ea. for CD copies = 2 v 909-687-4808 
Callfor...... Demo Packages 


FAC YASIR 
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32 Track Digital 
Y BC Spialid 
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EXUM RECORDING 


specializing i in 
San Diego Punk 
+ Independent Music 
20 + years Experience 
2" Analog and Digital 
760 739-9700. 

Soot) email: eamresording@onebax com 
Clients include: 
agent 51 

ivit 
unwritten law 
blink-182 
stabbing westward 


EXUM RECORDING 


[*\ A-ROOM 
m@ STUDIOS 
24 TRACK DIGITAL 
RECORDING 
as 
RCO 
Mune 
$25 AN HOUR 
MoM COUT 
FACILITY CARL BRIAN 
FOR FREE TOUR 
714-632-1770 





THE fitter ye ct ig onal SHOW 
mon-fri 6pm-S9pm PST 

ues mon-fri Gam-Sam PST 
BLACK SUNDAY:One hour of Black Fi of 
every sun 6pm-7pm 

















the information source for SST & CRUZ records 
SST RECORDS, 441 E. 4th St., Long Beach, CA 90862 
562) 590-8853 ph_(562) 590-8513 fax 
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SUL ARS eR IE Hi iiae 
All Rehearsal Rooms Include: 
CN sre ee TL ELE 
eee ica ten 
Bass Amp, P.A. System, 
Mics & Stands, 
a Ou ey 

Open 7 Days A Week ' Men, - Fri, Spm: fam. Sat, 8 Sun. 10am 1am 
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(714) 634-4678 (562) 464-945 


www.truonerecords.com 





Full Webhosting Services 
starting at $3.95 a month! 





Place your 
classified ad. 


Call http://www.parcomweb.com 
714 543-1414! Que? er } 


Unlimited Email & Unlimited Bandwidth 
Microsoft® FrontPage® 2000 Server Extensions 








MENTION THIS AD & GET A FREE MONTH 


LS 
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STUDIOS/ 
ey 0 Ny ae 


HOLLOWAYPRODUC- 
TIONS (562) 941-5949, 9 
large rooms from 500-900 
sq. ft. Affordable hourly rates 
$8-$10/hr., $13 full set-up. 
9541 Sante Fe Springs rd., 
Sante Fe Springs. Also be 
sure to visit Holloway 
Productions in Uptown 
Whittier! Open 7 days a 
week, weekend specials & 
more!!! 6721 1/2 Greenleaf 
Ave., Whittier (562) 693- 
2210 









LIL’ ROCK STUDIOS (310) 
762-2524 Affordable rates 
$8-$12/hr. 20411 S. Susana 
Rd., Suite E-G, Long Beach 


MR. TOADS _ in downtown 
San Francisco. Complete 
one stop shopping for the 
working musician. CD repli- 
cation, Graphics, Recording 
& Mastering. 500 CD’s 
$1160/1000 CD’s $1380. 
(415) 777-5552 


Place your 
classified ad 


...NOW! 
714 543-1414! 


DESERTMOON 
RECORDING STUDIO 24- 
track 2” Analog, 40 track 
Digital (ADAT), 100 chan- 
nels, moving fader automa- 
tion, etc. Record in a profes- 
sional atmosphere. call 
(714) 563-1803. 


PARAMOUNT RECORD- 
ING Cd mastering/editing. 
24-track, 48 track, ADAT 
studios. Neve, SSL, Studer 
$30-$75 hr. (323) 465-4000 


fh R. Us 6:08 N cE 
REHEARSALS/RECO 
RDS- 5 fully Equipped 
Rehearsal studios from $10 
to $13/Hr. 32 track digital 
recording studio. Live 
demos $100. C.D. 
Mastering facility and Indie 
record labellocated in Santa 
Fe Springs. Call (562) 464- 
9456 or www.truonere- 
cords.com. 


STUDIOS/ 
REHERSAL 









THE DUPE: MASTERING 
PACKAGING DUPLICA- 
TION CDs as low as $3.25, 
30 CD demo package only 
$150.6687Sunset 
bilvd,Hollywood,CA90028 
(323)463-3873 
thedupe @earthlink.net 
www.,thedupe.com 


SERVICES 
SESE a 


ATTENTIONBANDS, 
RECORDCOMPANIES, 
RECORDING STUDIOS: 
GrayFix Graphics special- 
izes in making web sites 
We work with any budgetf 
you wanna look like “big 
G0. gas: © ‘tuh-e Nag?o 
tohttp://go.to/grayfix.Web 
hosting, web design, T-shirt 
design and printing, cd art 
design all done cheap. . 
e-mail Chris @ stateofhate- 
andlies @ hotmail.com. 





Got PunkRock TV? 
if you have a computer you 
do! Just log on to punkrock- 
television.comor 
accessphoenix.org every 
Wednesday afternoon at 
3:30pm(CST)(in Phoenix 
Ch. 98 Cox cablefor the lat- 
est featuring interviews with 
Face to Face, Ataris, DHC, 
No Use for a Name, plu 
Vo ded OPE Os) Sys se 
wakeboarding,skateboard- 
ing and more! 


SCREW RADIO 
INTERNETRADIO- 
www.screwradio.com 
www.hardcoreradio.com 
SPONSORED BY SST 
ANDCRUZRECORDS. 
FREE CATALOGUE: 
SST SUPRERSTORE, 
441 E. 4TH ST., 
LONGBEACH,CA 
90802. 


SELL YOUR BAND’S 
MUSIC! If your band has 
pressed a CD, 7” or cas- 
sette, you can sell it on the 
internet at the net's largest 
punk music store. We are 
looking for smaller local 
bands only. Come _ to: 
http://www.interpunk.com 
for all the details and you 
could be selling your music 
next week. 


HELP 
WANTED 


xian” Nvidia Nee 


ST. TEAMERS 
WANTED!!! 


Get into the scene by 
being a part of it. 
Have fun. Get free shit. 
Give out free shit. 
Just don’t give us shit. 
Email contact info and 
four sentences why you 
want to be a part of the 
team! 
Email:kayte @ 
skratchmagazine. 
com 





INTERNET PIRATE WANT- 


ED: To INFILTRATE & DOMINATE | 


THE EWB FOR KILLER INDIE 


LABEL. SOME PAY. EMAIL 
PJ@ACETATE.COM . 
“"**0.C., INDIE, PUNK 


LABEL seeks reponsible 
person for shipping depart- 
ment. Please call (714) 799- 
1068,********* 


INTERN WANTED - Music 
Industry PR firm seeks moti- 
vated interns. Silverlake 
based, flexible hours. Great 
opportunity: learn biz, make 
contacts. No pay - many 
perks.(323)667-1344; 
InternFlyPR @ aol.com 


DELIVERY DRIVERS 
NE Et Das Dz! 
SKRATCH IS SEEKING DRIVERS FOR 
MONTHLY DISTRO FOR ALL AREAS. 
MUST HAVE RELIABLE DECENT SIZED 
VEHICLE, INSURANCE AND CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. SEND ALL 
INQUIRIES TO SCOTT @SKRATCH- 
MAGAZINE.COM. 


SKRATCH WANTS YOu!!! 
CRAPPY MAG NEEDS INTERNS TO 
HELP IN ALL ASPECTS OF PRODUCING 
A MONTHLY MAG. VAST MUSICAL 
KNOWLEDGE, PHONE AND COMPUT- 
ER EXPERIENCE IS HELPFUL, BUT 
NOT NECESSARY. 
EMAIL:SCOTT @ SKRATCH- 
MAGAZINE.COM ATTN:PUNK 
ROCK GRUNT FOR MORE INFO. 


SK8PHOTOGRAPHERS 
NEEDED! Mac NEEDS 
SHUTTER BUGS TO TAKE SNAPS 
OF LOCAL AND NATIONAL SKATE 
BENISEVAL: SCOTT @ SKRATCH- 
MAGAZINE.COM ATTN: SK8 
PHOTOG. 


MUSICIANS 
WANTED 






BAND SEARCHING 
FOR LEAD GUITARIST. 
AGES 18-25 PREFERRED. 
TRANSPORTATION & EQUIP- 
MENT A MUST. LISTEN TO 
M U Ss I Cc 
@uTtP/WWWW.MP3.COM1TM . 
CALL 562-266-0106 


HARDCORE PUNK 
GUITARIST SEEKS 
PRO PUNK BASSIST, 
DRUMMER,SINGER 
GREATMATERIAL 
(714)956-9189 


SINGER WANTED: 3 PIECE PUNK 
BAND LOOKING FOR EXPERIENCED 
SINGER. MUST BE AGGRESSIVE AND 
WILLING TO PRACTICE 4 TIMES A WEEK. 
INFLUENCES INCLUDE STRUNG- 
OUS INQUIRES ONLY. CALL CHRIS AT 
(714)505-6912 
OR MIKE AT (714) 730-4131 


BASSIST WANTED: 
POP-PUNKHIP-HOP HIGH-ENER- 
GY BAND. INFLUENCES, BLINK 
182, 311, ZEBRAHEAD. MUST BE 
SERIOUS, HAVE OWN EQUIP- 
MENT.CONTACT 
JEREMY AT (714) 319-8385 


BASS PLAYER NEEDED 
Irvine pop-punk band is looking for 
a bass player that is willing to prac- 
itwould be nice if you can sing also. 
if not no womies. influences are 
biink-182, rufio, rx bandits, thrice, 
less than jake, and many others. 
iif interested e-mail 
drumzrok7 @msn.com. 


DRUMMER WANTED. SIMPLE AND 
HARD HITTING. MUST BE ABLE TO 
TOUR. INFLUENCES: FUGAZI, PIXIES, 
NIRVANA. ORANGE COUNTY HEARSAL. 
(714) 962-5922 OR CAMPEF- 
FECT@AOL.COM 


OC based melodic hardcore 
band holding auditions for 


drummer. need someone cre- - 


ative, open minded, cooperative 
and a team player. influences: 
fugazi, good riddance, ignite, far, 
boy sets fire, afi, refused, death 
by stereo. contact eric or troy at 
(562)697 8375 or email: krazy- 
goldfish @ aol.com or 
www.fourthinline.com. 


GUITAR PLAYER NEEDED 


‘FOR ESTABLISHED PUNK 


BAND.CONTACT 
DUSTIN (562) 694-2907 


MUSICIANS 


WANTED 
SEES Se 


BAND SEEKS 2 GUITARISTS, 
INFLUENCES EVERYTHING 
FROM PANTERA, SNOT TO 
OLD SCHOOL HARD-CORE.. 
WE HAVE ONE CD CONTACT 
J E le fF | 
JSICKNTRIPN@AOL.COM 






ESTABLISHED OC BAND 
SEEKS DRUMMER! inrw- 
ENCES INCLUDE: CIV, PENNYWISE, 
SYSTEM OF A DOWN, SEX PISTOLS, 
SLAYER, NOFX. SOMEONE NOT 
AFRAID TO HIT THE DRUMS HARD! 
PLEASE BE EXPERIENCED AND 
READY TO PRACTICE!!! CONTACT: 
DRUMMERSEARCH @AOL.COM OR 
RYAN (714)374-2068 


JOIN THE ULTIMATE ROCK GROUP 
NEED ENERGETIC DRUMMERAND 
SINGER/RYTHYM 
GUITARIST.INFLUENCES 
INCLUDE: WEEZER, NADA SURF, 
SUPERDRAG, NIRVANA,PIXIES. 


Esse Mi eRe ec 
DGSTEVENS@MSN.COM OR 
CALL MIKE AT 


(714)862-1526: 


Songwriter/Guitarist is looking 
for a bassist, lead guitarist and 
drummer for new _ project. 
Influneces Pink Floyd to A 
Perfect Circle. All influences are 
welcome. Songs and demo 
available. Call Yuri: 
(818)621-6832. 


BASS PLAYER WANTED 
to complete a four-piece emo- 
core rock band. Influences: Tool, 
AFI, Boy Sets Fire, Pantera. NO 
FLAKES! Practice is in the 
North Hollywood area. Call Vick 
at(818)326-4217. 


DRUMMER WANTED 
WARSAW Nationally touring 
band (based out of Arizona and 
So.Cal.) in search of full time 
drummer. Styles include reg- 
gae, ska, dub, punk, rocksteady, 
funk, Celtic and hip hop. NO 
HARD DRUGS! E-mail: invisi- 
blemass @ hotmail.com or 
Call (520)881-4704 for info. 


GUITAR PLAYER WANTED TO 
JOIN EMOBAND, INFLUENCES: 
SDRE, MINERAL, JIMMY EAT 
WORLD, WEEZER, TGUK, 
RADIOHEAD. LIVE IN SO.CAL., 
HAVE GREAT EQUIPMENT. CALL 
(818)507-6606 OR 
INCIRCLES7 @ HOTMAIL.COM. 





Tre Ee x 


COs, LPs, Cassettes, T-shirts, Girly Tees, Tank Tops, 
Hats, Hoodies, Posters, Stickers, Giveaway Items, 
plus much more! 


1,000 fully packaged CDs for $1,170* 
That's $1.17 per CD 


MU ee eee mete coe eM et at Rs Cte ctor Beit ats) sitsinkwrisp) 
“(Price does not inchide films, color proof or freight) 


(800) 575-4414 www.inrecordtime.com 
301 West 53rd Street Suite 17A New York, NY 10019 


New School Records! Presents: 


nT i iy Up! 


BANDS: Tal : 

Strung Out, 

Spare Lead, 

Good Riddance, 

CMe ha acta 

Allister, Jersey, 

7-10 Split, Digger, 

Ann Beretta, 

Dynamite Boy, 

Thrice, Bigwig, 

No Fun At All, 

Hospital Food, 

Bombshell Rocks, 3 

BE toms} (el eam 0-111 \ poe ae je as 
Voodoo Glow Skulls, =) 
59 Times The Pain, | Www.interpunk.com 
Junction 18, New www.newschoolpunk.com 


Society, Screwl Stew, Pn cca Se 


ivy League Dropouts, ° Revelation, Tem 
, é reycre- Lites 
Bild eer Tiel Choke, FAB, and more! 


TT 


USE ah Te 


Bee Rul gh a 
BRINGING YOR THE ROCK SINCE 20001 


Dogwood "LIVE AT THE 
Pay oF gg 
$8.99 CD 
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eS me yatta 
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ISHITHOTDEALS 


CT es 


Price based on 100 Heavy Cotton Dark T-Shirts * 1 Color/ 4 Side 


425x 5.5 Full Color 4/4 * 100Ib. Gloss Cover « Price Includes Film Ms i 


Ml ISTO Ale a AG : : ‘ 
TN oe ce hea ne ‘ 9 a A 
W Yt ae 

a 


5,000 Full Color Double Sided 4/4 Prints * 100Ib. Gloss Cover Stock 


‘'W.JAKPRINTS.COM EET EL ELC LA ene. 


PHONE# (440) 942-6324 FAX (440) 942-6349 and don’t miss tt 
"Win A Dream Date With Allen Wren 
€ Brought to-you by ete tite ieee 
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DRUNKEN LULLABIES | 


INSTORES MARCH I9TH 





SUR URS ae eM ASC) See RTECS 
MESH aL ee eM ea iP oa mT MRI Te Vat 


6201 SUNSET BLVD, #211 
po Tc HOLLYWOOD, CA 90028 www.sideonedummy.com www.floggingmolly.com 





Ot Milwaukee, wi @ T : sting wit raking Bock Sunday | 
02 St. Louis, MO @ o THE GA : »|. 9 St. Petersburg, FL@ THE STATE THEATRE a Worcester MA @THE PALLADIUM 
eN |, 20'Ortanda, FL @ THE SOCIAL °° New Ye 
05 Boulder, CO @ TULAG! _|-2) Gainesville, FL@ COMMON GROUNDS = 
06 Salt Lake City, SCAPE |» Atlanta, GA @ MASQUERADE | 
T + \+5 @harlotte, NC @ TREMOUNT MUSIC HALL 
10 W. Hollywood, CA @ 1 : }) 94 Richmond, VA @ ALLEY KATZ 
+11 Anaheim, CA @ THE CHAIN REACTION | > cleveland, OH @ AGORA THEATRE 
12 Phoenix, AZ @ THE NILE-BASEMENT ace e Pisano PA@ CLUB LAGA 
{4-Dallas, TX @ GALARY clue Soe 


STUDENT*RICK 


REA THE SKY 
And The Ene the.’ Soundtrack For A’ Generation 


CATCH 22 GRADE 
Washed Up-And Through Heauflrst, Straight. Ta Hell 
Fhe. Ringer! 


KAKA RRR WWW.VICFORY RECORDS. COM REK REE REKS 
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SDENNY WISE 










LAND OF THE FREE 2 


PENNYWISE THE HIVES PULLEY 


Land Of The Free? Veni Vidi Vicious Together Again For The First A Flight And A Crash 
Essential hardcore with melody and a UK sensations, punk rock salvation, Time Highly emotive intense & driven, A 
message. sexy, loud & greasy. Ath release from so-cals skate punk kings, deeply musical hardcore excursion. 





HOT WATER MUSIC 


catchy fast & heavy, perfect to shred to. 


LETS 
hg V 


yA 
Bes: 





A NEW MORNING 


THE (INTERNATIONAL) NOISE CONSPIRACY 


T(I)NC DROPKICK MURPHYS ARS FEDERISEN a THE BasTaRDS TIGER ARMY. 





A New Morning Sing Loud, Sing Proud S/T I: Power Of Moonlight 
Shake your ass to the sound of the Rousing celtic influenced A new Rancid side project produced by Tim Aggresive American psychobilly an 
revolution, sheer punk rock energy! working class street punk. Armstrong, Boots & roots, raw & radical. explosion of nocturnal power. 
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td Ail ak Rh Lf het Lh A Sinem } j oa 
THE BOUNCING SOULS DEVIATES 
How | Spent My Summer Time Is The Distance 
Vacation A supersonic, hook-laden, so-cal sojourn 
An inspiring tour de force brought to into new school melodic hardcore. 


you by punk rock’s true believers 


‘Quilty Peak Rech Sece 1987" 


